Diary – World War 1, Bombardier Langley Clarke, 11 July 1915 – 12 Nov 1916

The Brigider [sic] has Turkey

The Cononel [sic] he has Duck

The Officer has chicken

So they have the luck

The sergents [sic] they have bread + cheese

And sometimes little haw [?]

But all the poor old private gets

Is bread + jam

---------------------------------------------

I’ll go one said Russia

I’ll go two said France

I’ll go three said Belgium

If they give me half a chance

I’ll go four said Germany

And sweep them of the map

Then they all droped [sic] dead

Then John Bull said

Gore blime [sic] to me I’ll go …….. [?]

---------------------------------------------

My bodys like a lettuce

Nearly torn in two

The leaves I’ll give to others

But the heart I keep for you.

---------------------------------------------

Remember [me] on the River

Remember me on the lake

Remember me on your wedding day

And send a piece of cake.

I love the pretty violets

And the forgittmenotts [sic] so blue

But still I love one dearer

And that dear on is you

---------------------------------------------


The Kaisers Prayer

Gott, Gott, dear Gott, attention blease! 

Your bardiner Vilhem’s hers,

And has a word or two to say.

Unto your brivate ear.

So durn away all udders now,

Und listen vell to me,

For vat I say concern much –

Meinself under Ghermany.

You know, dear Gott, I vas your friend,

Und from mein honour of birth.

I quietly let you rule in heffen.

Vile I ruled over de earth

Und ven I doldt mien [sic] soldiers

Of bygone battle days.

I Gladly slit de story

Und gave you half de braise

In efery way I tried to brove

Mein heart to you vas true

Und only claimed mien [sic] honest share

In the great deeds dat ve do.

You could not haf a better frienat.

In sky or land or sea.

Dan Staiser Vilhelm number two.

De Lord of Ghermany

Do vat I say, dear Gott is dis.

Dat ve should still be friendts

Und you should help to send my foes

To meet deir bitter enats

If you, dear Gott, vil diss me do

---------------------------------------------


The Charging of the 4th Brigade

(
It was on a Sunday a day of all rest

When orders were given to line

The hillcrest.

The 13th + 14th, 15th 16th, all got into shape

+ formed

Wat was known as the old 4th Bgade.

((
No bugle were calling and the 

drums did not save.

But all the men were ready,

Though alert + grave just like

older times off [sic] Wellington + Drake

All the boys they were present

Of the old 4th Bdge [sic]

(((
At last came the order for them

to advance.

To die like a soldier, or live as perchance

The bullets were flying

But no murmur [sic] or shake was heard

From the boys of the old 4th Bgde

(V

The enemys guns, ranged well

Mannered.

Were trying their hardest to make 

The last stand.

But bayonets were fixed.

And charged was made.

And after the foe chased the old

4th Bgde.

_______________________________

The Germans rob + plunder

The Germans kill + burn

The Germans sack each village

And violate in turn

The Germans cut asunder

Young children while they chat

And sacred alters plunder

While Uncle Sam stands pat

Beneath the subtle waters

The Germs seek their prey

And Yankee sons + daughters

Torpedo as they may

Yes Yankee sons + daughters

Are snuffed out just like that

Beneath the subtle waters

While Uncle Sam stands pat

The Germans mad and steering

Their ships of state towards hell

Torpedoing + sneering

They work their deadly spell

But Uncle Sam, not knowing

Precisely where his at.

Must leaw [?] to insults growing

And, shuddering, stans pat




A word for our heroes who fought + fell. 

From the terrible fire of the Turkish shell.

Their deeds will live for many a day.

In our homes in Australia so far away.

Continuation of my diary.

July

On the 11th received four letters at the Dardanalls [sic] and on the 13th received more. 

16th July

The Turks shelled the Beach to five this [?] orders but done [sic] no good one of my mates when the shells were flying around jumped into the river + seen Leriyser [Kaiser ?] firing on the Turks from the Bay the Monster, + had a late shift on the pump started at 10,30 + came off at 2 oclock in the morning. 

17th
Sleeping in and the Turks shelled the Beach with high explosives. 4P2  Guns + we landed some 5 in [inch] Howitzers ready for abdul [sic] in the Beach + shrapnel flying about.

18th
relieved by the 16th + I went home to the gulley [sic] and had a little fatigue, and hit 30 on the 19th woke up + had to go on the Beach to unload a barge + then home at 5 pm + warned for fatigue [?] at 7.45 and fell in + went away to dig Benches for fresh troops to camp arrived home at 12:30 

20th
innoculated on the breast

20th
done nothing all day and warned for fatigue.

21st
warned for fatigue and was warned to be ready to fall in at any time to go to the trenches + was issued with Gas helmets to prevent the poisinous [sic] Gas from hurting us + put back into our old Platoons again ready for action + received a letter from Pearl.

22nd
awoke at 4.30 + was on fatague [fatigue] to go + get water got the water + then had Breakfast went + got water from tanks + then went [home crossed out] over the Hill + got Buckshee water + done nothing till 1.30 + went + got more water from two places + then warned for 4.30 to quarter masters fatague [fatigue] on the 23rd and going for a swim + was called out at 12. oclock + stood to arms + then went to bed again. {writing crossed out] and also went + seen the Tommies [sic] guns and the positions they were in + seen them fire and a good many skills.

23rd.

at 3 am was called out again and stood to arms for about 20 minutes and then back to bed and at 4.30 had to get up + go on 6.9m [?]fatague [fatigue] I draw rations + then had Breakfast + then cleaned my rifle ready for action.
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24th
was called out at 1,30 [sic] and stood to arms for two hours + then went to bed + got up at 8 am for breakfast. I put my numbers on my tunic [?] with wool [?] by orders [?]. and stood to arms for a quarter of an hour + then to bed. 

25th
went to church and the [sic] warned for quarter to twelve fatague [fatigue] + issued with tobacco pipe tobacco. + was issued with a drop of rum, the first time since I came back and on water fatague [fatigue] + on the pick + shovel making terraces for the troops to lay on. 

26th
stood to arms at 3.30 to 4 oclock and then to bed and at 6,30 on the pick + shovel til 10,30 + then on water fatague [fatigue] till twelve oclock + then dinner + a 4.2 shell fell in our place it was a beauty.

27th
shifted camp to another gully and fixed up things + then went on fatague [fatigue] at 9.30 + unloaded shells + convoys timber till 8,30 + then went to our dugouts + then got the order to go back to our old place because we got shelled too much arrived at our old place at 9,30 and had a sort of a sleep and at about 3 in the morning there was a bit of a ralley [sic] on.

28th
innoculated the second time + done nothing all day.

29th
Fell in and went on the Beach for fatague [fatigue] + unloaded a lot more shells and seen another filed gun a [unknown word] just landed. 
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Abdul put a few shells in but done no harm and then went home and had dinner about 3pm seen one of our Eroplanes [sic] go up and they had a few shots at it. but done no good with there [sic] shooting and about 6 oclock a Turkish Eroplane [sic] went up and dropped a bomb thinking to get one of our guns but missed and fell into the sea. + monster firing a few shots.

30th
saw another eroplane [sic] go up but did not know where it was it stoped [sic] and almost looped the loop + then the engine started again + away it went on its journey somewhere and the monster fired a few shots + the Balloon was up to give elevation and saw two of our eroplanes [sic] + then a German eroplane [sic] came over and circuled [sic] round a little + then it went away over to the Turks lines + was warned for fatague [fatigue] and was called out at 2,00 to go on to the Beach and unload a Barge of Biscuits + Bully Beef + then come home again. 

31st
done nothing all day + at night got a issue of rum + had to go out on fatague [fatigue] at 11 am but did not go on to the Beach for a while as the Turks were shelling the Beach we had to stop in the [sap?] for a while + then go on to the Beach to unload a barge of Bacon, sugar + milk got finished at daylight on Sunday the ( of August and went home and had Breakfast
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8 Bo [?] + had tea + then took the Guns to the places + set to work to build the pits + worked all night + had 3 hours sleep + had to get to work again + worked all day + at 4/30 stood to the gun but did not fire. + got all our shells ready. + unloaded waggon [sic] + had 3 more hours sleep.

16th
Sunday. working all day in the pits

17th
Monday. got the order to stand to at 6/30 + done a bit of firing till dinner time + then after dinner had a bit of a sleep + then had tea. A got action but done no firing + went to bed had been in bed about 10 min got a gas alarm + then followed by another + then by action + fired 3 rounds Gun fire + had a bit of sleep till daylight.

18th
doing up the pit to stop perimeter bursts from the rear + then had dinner + received 4 letters from home from Ruby + from Pearl. + in the afternoon done some firing + then unloaded some ammunition + then went to bed and had a bit of a sleep + then on guard + while on guard got the gas alarm + action. + then went to bed again. 

19th
had to get up + load ammunition + then had breakfast + at 1pm started to do some firing + then developed into a bombardment + never ceased firing till 12 am on the 20th. stoped [sic] firing and had a sleep + got some more ammunition in the division fired some 370,000 rounds during 22 hours 30 minutes firing continuous.

21st
done 2 hours 40 min guard in the pit as they thought [?] that the square head [sic] were going to charge + then had a good sleep + went + had a look at the graves of some of our boys that were killed in the attack + got back + then started to get some riggs out of hums size cap [?].

22nd
got up and had breakfast
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+ then went for a walk up to the cemetary + done one of the mates graves up. + then cliped [?] the shells + got them ready to go in the limbers + left the pits about 8/30 for the horse lines + then had tea and went for a walk round the township + to bed.

23rd
Sunday left the horse lines at 3 oclock in the morning for our new billit [sic] went through the town of Bailly which is a pretty place + arrived at our place at about 4/30 + then had breakfast. + done nothing all day.

24th
done nothing all the morning + in the afternoon went for a ride with a team to Merville to get some ammunitions but was not wanted + then come home again.

25th
done gun drill all the morning + in the afternoon.

26th Gun drill all day.

27th
done a little Gun laying + then went on Battery manoervers.

28th
done the same thing.

29th
done a little gun laying + Battery all day + called out at 12 oclock at night to go on a raut [?] march. 

29th [sic]

done a little gun laying + Battery maneouver + in the afternoon packed the limbers [?] ready to move off at a minute’s notice.

30th
done drill all day. 

( August

done Battery maneouvers all the morning + in the afternoon done nothing

2nd
revalle [?] at 4/30 + got up + had breakfast + moved out of our billet at about 6 Bo [?] + proceed on our journey + then
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and then paraded to the doctors + was sent to the Beach to have head dressed + leg also + had an absess taken out from between my ear + head.

2nd
Went + got a pass to go to the 4th field Ambulance to get my head dressed + to go back at 4pm + get it dressed again Turks also shelled the Beach while we was in the Hospital getting done + was looking at some of the Knew [sic] Bombs + seeing them tried. + seen an eroplane [sic] which flew over our lines and seen two shots fired at it and the men on the Beach had a go at it with their rifles. 

3rd
went + got my head dressed at the Beach and whilst I was there the Turks shelled the Beach + also seen one of my mates out of the 12th Batt Edley Smith + J Hughes + heard a little news and had my dinner with J Hughes + they sink a cutter by the wharf + shelled the Beach from 8 am till 11 am all the time while the troops were landing about 8000 of the 13th Division [Cluster?] Regiment

4th
was talking to a Sergt [?] that got hit with a shrapnel bullet and also some Gurkas regiment. went to the Beach and got my head dressed and was fell in volunteered for a Bomb thrower [?]

5th
went + got my head dressed on the Beach and saw some of Pommie regiments around a Turkish Regiment
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Regiment and fell in and threw a few dummie bombs + then packed up ready to move off at any time.

6th
done nothing all day only carrying water in the afternoon and moved of [sic] at 10,30 for the charge and made the charge between 12.30 + 1 oclock and had a go at the Turks and then dug a firing line + helped dig the supports trenches and had dinner. 

7th
made a bayonet charge and gained a lot more ground and captured a lot of Turks about 1600 [?], were captured in one night. 

8th
prepared for a charge at 12,30 and went to the hill and at 3 pm [crossed out] made the charge I had about 2 1/2 hours on the bayonet with the Turks and [was?] wounded about 5,3 oclock [sic] and got it cleansed [?] + dressed some of my mates + some Indians and then went to the Beach and went to the 4th field ambulance and got my ticket for Mudros  + then on to the Beach + got in a cutter [?] + went to the Tunisian and got my wound dressed by the R.A.M.G. [?].

9th
laying in Lemnos waiting for some off [sic] the wounded to go ashore and then steamed up to cape Helles and got a lot more wounded [solidiers] and Back to Lemnos and stayed there for a while + then steamed off for Alexandra at about 7 am.

10th
Well out into the Mediterienean [sic] Sea + talking to some of my mates of the 15th Battalion + had a [unknown word] talk to them and then had dinner and went off to sleep + never woke till tea time and then had tea.

11th
woke up about 8am. and then had breakfast and had a talk + had dinner + then wrote two letters one Home + one to Ruby and also heard a wireless message go out and was talking to some of the crew which were very good to us. 

12th
woke about 5,oclock + had a look about + then went off to sleep again and woke at 8 + had a wash + then had breakfast and waiting to go ashore went ashore at 1 oclock, on to the Hospital train and left Alex [sic], at 3,50 for Cairo arrived at arrived there [sic] about 8,30 and taken out of the train on a stretcher + waited for a while + then put in a motor ambulance + taken to the Gherzerah [Ghezireh] Hospital + seen by the doctor + then had my wound dressed

13th
had a wash and then had breakfast + seen one of my mates and the first fruit of the season + had my wound dressed again.

14th
had a wash and had Breakfast + then had my wound dressed again + sent a cablegram me [sic]  home + one to Ruby also a letter to Pearl.

15th
Sunday having a look at some Australian papers + folding + winding up bandages + cutting cotton wool up for the sisters

[next page]

+ then had tea.

 December

10th
got up + packed up my things + took my kit down to the Motos [?] + had it taken to the station at Helwan + then fell in and then marched to the station and got in the train with a lot of my mates + left for Cairo arrived at Babbalok [?] station at about 11 am + then was taken to the camp in MotorCars [sic] and was told off in two division first + second I was included in the first + then went + got 2 blankets + a waterproof + told to sleep where ever [sic] we could so my mate + I slept out side [sic] the Seagts [sic] mess all night. 

11th
answered the roll call but passed one of the coldest nights that ever I passed + when I woke there was a fog going that thick that you could cut it with a knife + then done nothing all day. 

12th
fell in + never answered my name + was sitting in the mess shed + was told off for Bridge picket went on picket + returned to camp + 1 oclock in the morning + had our name taken for passes. 

13th
got up + had just as thick a fog + fell in + was told off for guard + at half past I fell in again + then supplied with equipment + had tea at half past four + then fell in + got rifle + ammunitions + was inspected by the orderly officer + then marched to the show grounds + reinforced the old guard that was there + went on guard at 7 + come off at 9 and went to bed.
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the platoon done the best for the days shootings + then come home had charge of a section all day + had an examination of [unknown word] + the had a read [?]. 

26th
got up + went tent orderley + cleaned up the tent + then had breakfast + fell in 0930 with just equipment on + went + had a swim + then come home + then received 2 letters one from Ruby + one from V Bertram Bendigo [sic] + after dinner wrote 4 letters 1 home 1 Sydney + Budge [?] 1 Leith + then read some Launceston papers + then went to bed. 

27th
got up + went to the Doctors + got some medicine + then had breakfast + got ready for church + then was called on an escort at the Orderley Room + then after dinner put on guard over a prisoner + pulled all the  [unkown word] down ready to shift away.

28th
got up at 4/30 + packed my blankets + got ready to fall in + clean up about while we slept + then fell in + caught the train + left for Tel-el-Kebir + landed there about 10/30 + went + pitched our tents + went + got our kit bags + then lotted [?] to our tents + had dinner + then went down to see my mates in the 9th Btery [sic] + seen L Mean + A McDermott + then come home to camp. + then went to the pictures.

29th 

got up at 6/30 + done 4 hours physical jerks + then come in + had breakfast + fell + went out on the desert + done some Platoon drill + then come home to dinner + went out again after dinner done some more drill + then come home finished for the day.

1st
done 1/2 hour jerks + then had breakfast 
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+ then had the morning in on the battle ground of Tel-el-Kebir where the British had a fight in 1882 abd defeated the Egyptian [sic]. 

2nd
went + had 1/2 hours jerks + then come in + had breakfast + went on fatague [fatigue] down to the field bakery + then come home + went through the Cemetary + seen the graves of the men that died in the Battle of Lel-El-Kebir [?] + some of our own chaps + then warned for guard + then went to the sports + come home + fell in + went on guard. 

3rd
getting ready to do some writing but did not have anytime. and was relieved at 6/30.

4th
went out and done 1/2 hours jerks + then went out + had a little rifle exercise + then come in + got paid at 2 oclock + then went + had a game of football + won the game + then come home + [unknown word] for some stuff the [sic] was sent too [sic] us from Australia + then went to bed. 

5th
got up + went to church + after church  [unknown words] more stuff that come from Australia for us. 

6th
put in charge of a party to make bricks + was on it all day.

7th
the same thing.

8th
doing the same.

9th
went out on parade + in the afternoon went to the sports.

10th
went on leave to Cairo + arrived home at 10 oclock.

11th
made L Cpl. [sic] [Lieutenant Corporal] + put in charge of a section and the [sic] played a game of football against the 4th Batt + then come home

12th
getting ready for church parage went to church + after church was warned to parade at orderley room for artillery + at 3 oclock paraded
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inspected + then come in + getting ready for another inspection at D,4.DOD [?]. at 1/30 fell in + marched to the canal + had a General inspection + then a march past, + afterwards had a swim + then come home.

30th
done Gun drill all day.

31st
Battery Orderly.

1st June.

Thursday fell in + had another inspection by the L.G. + then went out on Bty manoevres + then come home + in the afternoon fell out + handed in all my Egyptian money to the Lieut to get it changed for the English money + then went on horse picquet.

2nd
done very little in the morning + in the afternoon went + took the Guns to the Serapyim [?] station + the [sic] come home.

3rd
fell in + had a roll call + then went + loaded up the waggons [sic] + warned for guard. at 12 oclock went to the station + went on Guard + at 7 oclock had the train loaded ready to go at 8/15 the first train left at 8/45/ [sic] + was put on guard on the second train which left at 9/15 and had a good sleep.

4th’

Sunday arrived at Alexandra about 7/30 + then lined up and went aboard the B.B. Elele + alloted to our mess + then had breakfast + went + seen the Guns + Limbers loaded + then went to have a sleep. + seen the boat. I went to the Dardanells in the Scotian + left Alex about 5/30 + steamed straight away + out battery
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went on submarine guard.

5th
had to do Mess Orderly all day + playing cards in between days

6th
got up and having a look though glasses at some land on our Port side + then waiting for breakfast + then our old escort left us + we picked up another one named the Partridge [sic] + she stopped with us for a while + then left us + was joined by the Astere + warned for picquet + went on picquet at 6 pm. I relieved Bdr. Edwards + then took over my duties. 

7th
still on Picquet all day + selected a rifleman in No 15 Boat B S M Greens boat. A collapsobale [collapsible?] boat + relieved at 6/30 by one of the N. L, O

8th
On Duty [in ?] stables + received news about the Ceruses Hampshire wing mined or torpedoed with L Kitchener + his staff on. passed several boat + past Malta about 6/30 this evening which is rather a hilly island with cliffs winding from the sea to a height of 800 + odd feet high, with some very old churches + buildings on them + a pretty harbour of Valletta 

9th
done very little all day only look at the land + a few boats that passed us also seen a H. masted baque pass that looked very nice.

10th
battery orderly all day + it started to blow a gale.
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+ came on extra rough + up set [sic] a lot of the boys on board + when it came to fall the duties in I had to act orderly Sgt. + find about half the men + seen a couple of Royal Mail steamers pass us + then had a game of cards.

11th
done nothing all day only looking at the land + two boats that passed + about 6/30 sighted about the place where we’ll [?] land + had a look through a pair of night glasses + had a look a German [?] big mail boat about 6 miles away + had a look at a travelling wireless station + had a look at a revolving light on the shore + went to bed.

12th
arrived in Marseilles anchored out for a while + in the afternoon went into the Harbour + started to unload right away + finished unloading about 7/30 + went down to have a look around but could not get wet + seen a couple of bayonet of the old Battalions.

13th
gitting [sic] ready to dis-embark [sic] + took all our things ashore + then come aboard + waiting for breakfast + after had a roll call + then started to get our gear away _ about 1/30 anchored the horses to the train _ put them aboard + then got aboard ourselves + started on our journey the start was too [sic] go through 4 tunnels within 2 miles + seen a Pommy camp + plenty of nice scenery which was a pleasure too [sic] see. The country about the line of the vicinity of marseilles [sic]
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is very green all schrubery. [sic] [shrubbery] + then travelled for a while + went through a long tunnell [sic] which took about 15 minutes to go through + then seen some beautiful sea scenery + a lot of agraculral [sic] [agricultural] ground. + passed several stations + some beautiful scenery all the way along the line the mouth of the railway crossings are either over or under the railway line. then stopped at one of the big stations + had a wash + had a lecture given by the colonel. + then about 8/30 we had some tea of biscuits. + then went to bed + had a good nights sleep.

14th
awoke about day light just as we were going through a long tunnell [sic] + then travelled for about 30 miles + had breakfast + started again on our journey + seen some of the best scenery that I have ever seen + then had dinner + then on again + stopped at one of the big towns of France named the Town of Dijon a lovely place + seen some very nice French [houses/horses?] + then on again + went through a 3 tunnells in succession  one an exceptional [sic] long one + then had a few showers of rain + the weather is beginning to get cold,. + then had tea and then we proceeded on our journey again. 

15th
passed through Paris at about 2/30 am, while the most of us were asleep + had breakfast at about 8/30 + then on our journey + went through a few more tunnels. one an exceptional long one + went over two very large bridges all in + stopped at a Town named Bissel [?] where there were some very large pastures [?].

