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DUNERA STATEMENT



MEMORANDUM

W wm e e BE W We WM M R A Wy S B v e

Submitted tc His Exocellsncy The Hlgh {ommlissioner OFf
The United Kingdom 1in Australla by the Internees Frum
England, at No. 7 Camp, Eastern Commnd, Hay, N.3.W,

The following gives a short account ¢f the treetmwent

‘which the 962 Intermeeg ncw in No., 7. Camp, Festern Command, Austrelis,

gxperienced durlng their voyage to-Australiz on board H.M.T."DUNERL".
The full complement of internees arrivinge on the "DUNEEA" is made wup
by those 1n No. 8 Camg tc whom all conditions of treatment as set out
below apply autom=ztically. T

All perdme here were interned between May and July 1940
in cunsequence of genoral Internment orders, and are practically all
re fugees from Nazi oppression, on account of their Jewish descent,
their polltical comviction or thelr religious faith. Nearly all amne
clagsified as "C" class cases by Special Aliens Tribunals set up in
England, declaring them officlally to be refugees from Nazl oppress—
ion and freeing them from most restrictions.

Conditions determining internees to g¢ overseas

Before thelr transportation averseas these interrnses
ware in various English Camps and were either sent overseas volurnte
arily on the strength of certain promises made, orwers compelled %o
do S0,

(a) The interrees coming from the temporary camp Lingfield
(about 350 on board H,IK.T,"DUNERA") were informed that the- wers
going to a more permanent camp in England. They were accordlngly
in no way prepared for a long jJourney overseas.

(b) The internees coming from the internment camp Huyton,
near Liverpool (about 1000 on board H.M.T."TUNERA") were promised
by thelr Camp Commandant that

(1) going oversess meant more personal freedom, subject
to gertain restrictionsg, and possibllities for work 1n Anets sphere

(2) theilr wiveg and children would follew shortly

(3) any prospective transmigrants wculd not be placed
in a worse positlon as regards their migration plans.

on being personally consulted, the officers 1n charge
of the camp persuaded all inquirers to volunteer as there wag a great
future overseas 1in store for them.

It was officially announced that 80 lbs. luggage could
be taken, and 1n parts of the camps kiltbags were provided tc take
necegsities for the filrst days of the voyage. MNearly all the 1lntern-
ees coming from Huyton were volunteers, only a limited group were
compelled to join, ostentively to make up the requliseite number for
the transport.

(¢) The intermees from the Gentral Camp and Onchan Camp,
Douglas, Igle of Man, wers promised that
(1) they were going to Canada
(2) thelr wives and children would be in ths same convoy.
; In the Onchan Camp the future Canadlan postal address.
was officially anncounced. The merried men from these Camps volunw~:
teered, the unmarried ones were compelled to gc, They were allowed
to take up to 80 1lbs, luggage.
(d) The Internees coming from the Internment camp Ramsey,
Isle of Man, were mostly members of the former Kltcherer Camp, Rlche
borough, Kent, 1,08. mefugees frocm Germany whoe had found agylum in
England pendlng their further transmigration overseas. They were
premiged by thelr Camp Commandant

(1) that they would most prcbably go to Canada

(2) that as mpgards the transmigraticn they would in no
way bg placed 1n a worse condltion by joinling the transport

(3) that the transmigrants tc the UBA (appr. 200+ could
do nothlng better than tc volunteer for this transport especially
ag they would save thelr sea pagsage mcney in that way.

(4) that overseas they would regain freedom of mcvement.




-They were allowed to take 80 1lbs. luggege with them,
and the luggage was examined by an officer before 1t was forwarded,

It will clearly be obszrved from the above that the in-
termees arriving on board H.!,T."DUNIRA" were in the great majority
mon . who had volunteered for this trenspart and had done so on the
strength of promises which appeared to give an infinitely greater
chance of helping in the filght against Nazi Germany than gitting bes
hind barbed wire in England., They were men wWith greet hopes and
bright spirlts who arrived at Liverpoolk for their emberkation overseas
on July 10, 1940. : :

gmbarkation

A

(&) Ag fer ag is known the first transport to arrive were
gbout 500 men from Huyton, They were kept walting on the embarkation
pier for the boat to make fast and had then to proeceed through =
narrcw doorway on to the landing stage. Bshind this door scldiers
were prosted who subjected everybody to an exceedingly rough search,
Everything carried in hand or loose in the pockets was taken off the
internees., All less valuable effects like gloves, tollet utensils,
gatables, pipes, ete., were thrown disorderly on the ground, Valueblesg
were stuffed into sacks or disappeared cpenly into the rockets of the
saarching soldlers. BSoon rows of emptled wallets were lying on the
floor, the contents of emptied attache cases were roughly thrown
about, and the cfficially provided kitbags could be seen all over the
rlace, Valuable documents, identity and emigration papers, testimon-
idls of all kinds, were taken away, thrown on the ground or aven
cstentively torn up before the eycs of thelr very owners.

No receipts were given, except by one single searching
group. Appreals tc the officers standing by were fruitless, ALttempts

-of protest were roughly suppressed,.

L dazed crewd of men found themselves herded togather
in the Lower and Urper No, 2-less Decks on board H.M.T."DUVERA", Of
all the articles taken away-on the landing stage, only a very few

were ever seen again,

(B) The members of the sccond transport from Huyton arriving
a few hours later were each ordered tc pick.up two suitecasges standing
on the railway platforu.

(1) Part were crdered intc the Upper No, 2 iess Deck and,
on entering, a2ll attache cases anéd the provided kitbags were taken
away ., d{he sultcases were opened (scmetimes by force) inspite of the
fact that they did not belong to the person carrying them., Articles
of value and interest were taken out. This procedure was stcpped
after &2 time, and the internees were ordered to place the suitcases
in heaps on one of the decks. The internces were then ordered to

‘gather on one side of the deck and to move to the other through a row

of scldiers. Here they were closely searched with results similar
to that of the first group. Everything lcose which was found was
“taken away .

(2) The rest was sent into Lower No. 3 Mess Deck. Here
they were ordercd to git down and te empty everything out of their
pockets on the mess tables.# A body search and a thorough 2xamination
of the articles lying on the table ensued, in which anything of valuse
was taken away. Their did not appear to be any system as re ards the
other arrticles taken, In some casés even toothbrushes, soap, notebooks,
were removad. Some time later it was declarcd that a mistaks had been
mede and scic sacks containing articles impounded on this, the Upper
No. 3 and Upper Wo. 2 Deck, were emptled out on the floor and on one
of the tables. It wag found that only very few articlzs of value had
remained in the sacks, -

The internsegs commerr ¢ the following day to take
gteps to trece the rightful owners of those articles, but before this
could heve been carried to 2 echeclusicn, the remaining articles were
again collected by scldiers and taken saway,
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(C) The - roup—from the—dinternment camu. Lingfisld “reived
next, They were also asked to teke sultcases with them from the stetior,
_butwere ordered to leave them on the top deck. Here all atbteachs
cases and bags of all kinds were teken off them., On arrival in the
Upre r No., 3 Mess Deck they were treated simllar to the before: ' ‘lcred

. _group.

(D) The ~flrgt-part-of-the group erriving from the varlous
camps on the Isle of [fen were quarteresd on the Sergsants' Deck on the
forapart ¢f the shir., The remelnder in the aftpert, together with

_non-refuges intermees and Italians, later dlsembarked at Melbourre,

(1) 0f thoge plaged Iin the forepart all cases, bags,
and other portables, wame taken away on theiy entering the ship, und
a body search was commemced, but not-completely ocarried out, while
they were seamed at thelr mess tebles, Bome of the articles taken
off them were placed in large bowlas and wers later returmed. Ilost
articles of value wore migeing,

(2) Those moved on %6 the aftpert of the ship were :
goarched when they entewad the Upper Megs Deok, Everything found in
the pockets wasg taken awav, including handkemehiefs, ete. All arte
1cles were thrown on the ground, except mest of the valuables which
were pocketed by the soldlers, Suddenly the soldiers disappeared,
leaving a great pivet of the impounded artioles lylng about, which
the internces then commenced 4o redistribute.

All these seapohes wepe carrled out without amy dis-
crimination, accompaniad by acts of violence and réesulted in the loss
of an enormous amount of money, valuable articles, toilet nscessities
and important doouments whioh have never been recovexred. As reganrds
the incidents appartaining to the anmburkation of the internees, statew .
ments have boen made by persong whe ware tresent. R

Treatment during the veyegs,

(1) Hygeaie Oonditlons,

$1) a. The internces’ deaks were without exception-over—"
crowded by at least 5O ey sent, The Lower No, 2 Deck provided for
228 men; it boscame accommodation for 354 men, This proportion was
true of practically every deck.

b, The acenegdstion wag such that people slept at night
on moss tables and on the floéy durlng the whole voyage, whereas during
the day when no hammocks wepe allowed, staircases and every available
inch of flocor space was constanily packed. In the -event of any acci-
dent The congestion alone would have made an attempt of life-~saving
impossible .. , :

(2) On the first evenling it was forbidden to dleave the
decks. Buckets for urine were provided, The buckets weis soon wwer-
flowing and sewage flooded the decka as the sghip rode. In the midst
of it men were lying on the fleoy to6 sleep, for at first there wore
neither hammocks uno6r blankets.

(3) a., For wesks the hateches were kept battened down.
Nelther daylight nor naturel aip ever reached the decks. F . weeks
cne was deyensdent on electrli¢ light and artificial air supriy through
ventilators - and thai in oversrowded decks on a Bourney through the

btropicsy The hatchesg were ¢yarsd later purlodically. The portholes
roemained closed the whole time.
: it \ bs FNo inoccculation sgainst typhold and cholers was

admini gbered in spite of sircumstances obviously favauring an coidemic
cf this kind. heugh the most cssentisl medicirnes were lacking,
vitael n@8dicines like insulin were thrown sberboard when discovered to
be wwned by internces., False teath were removed, destroved or thiown
overocard .
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(4) The upver parts of the ship whi:re one would have besn
in the fresh air 7ere absolutely out of bounds, The ways of zectess
were varred by barbed wire and sentries with bayonets., On wmeny days,
however, "exereise” was ordercd.

a, "ixercise" lasted 15 - 25 minutes a day on such days
as it took place.

b. For the longest part of the voyage the upper parts
of the shiv could ve sntered only with bare feet. On ons ocragion
a sergeant threw an empty bottle in among the pagsing internezs, ' The
bottle broke and the iaternszes weps driven over the splinters with
bare fzet. The ,rinning lascars looked on.as th: whitc internsss were
subjected to that treatment. ' e

c. The order had bean issued to run or walk fagt during
thesc exerclses. Those who d1d not walk fast were driven along by
the sentrics with rifle butts or were bruised by blows. At the cndsg
of the decks Lewls guns loaded and completely manned werz kept traived
on the interncse in readinegs to shoot. L" tirmcs officcrs and
sorgeants =2ssaulted the passing intérnecs pushed thew, beat them and
insulted and swore at thew whilst hitting théme A Roman Catholie

“priest wag among those pushed and beaten in this manncr and a Rabbi,

d. In the beginning it was nit permi ssiblec to svade
these exercises. During the absence of the internscg created in this
manne 1+ the decks were searched by scrgeants for valuablss.

rooms and in the latrine., Around all th:isgs portholes - ineluding
those in the latrines ~ closely packed groups would stand trying to
obain a little fresh air. AT 4 o'clock in the afte rnoon thisgse port-
holes too w:irz closed. The alr in ths internssst guarters defics
description, cgspecially in the wadplacts wher: the stzam from the hot
salt water showers mingled with the persplration of the crowvdsd men,

(E) There wer:e opan portholcs at th: kitchen, in the wash~

(5) From the first landing In North 7:ssgt Africa To the first
landing in Australia, 1.¢. during the whole voyage through the treopics,
there wag fregshwater only two or three times a week, During the: -
stops in the African ports where the use of salt watir was forbidden
because if th: danger of contagion, thorse was no water at all for fthe
cleaning of crockery, w-sking or bathing - and that in the %tropics.

(7) Ther were approximately two dozen seats in the latrines
for 1600 interness, As the constant strea of salt water rinsing
them was much too violent, a number of these seats were constantly
smeared with a mixturec of salt water and excrements, making the use
impossible. In front of the remaining seats aqueues of waiting msn
would assemblc. during the rush hours, so that nature had to be relieved
in th: view of many impaticnt witncsses., In addition a large part
of the internces suffercd from violent diarrhoeas - in others secasick-
negs took the form of chronic indigestion. Owing to the motion of the
sea, the floor of the latrines was almost always :10oded with sevage.
On days when thce sea was rough the gt te of the lavatory could hardly
be described., Therc was a constant shortage of lavatory paper, with
rarely moré than two sheets per pcrson. Ddther paper was not avail-
able, newspapers werc forbidden.

(8) Razors and shaving utensils had bzon talksn away. Doring
the flrst five woeks everyone went about with unkempt beards. The
resulting rashes and itchzs were most painful. Thosc who had managid
to ke .p thelr razors and were claanshaven, wire threatuned with the
bunker, Before the arrival ‘in Australia the ordor was given fic remove
the buards imrcediately. For this purpose 8 razbdbrs wiore distributed
among 16000 intirncss.

(8) ¥edicaments wire short, thorce was hot sven a sufficient

Supply of laxatives. Those who were 11l ncarly always had to queue

for a half or wholc hour beforéc being led to a doe¢tor., Hot before
several w,:ks had clapsed, the less serious cases were vermiifted to
8it on deck during tx:rcise, Shortly before arrival in Australla men
over 54 years of age and cripples were grantsd about.-an hour's rest
in the fresh air every -day.
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(10) Being without zany luggage the greatest part of the
interneas had to p=gs through the tropics as folliows:*

{(a) without toothbrush and -paste

(B) without comi and hairbrush

(¢) for wueks without soap, later on one plece of
soap was issued to every 20 mén once or twice a wsak,

(d) for weeks without towels, lateyr every ten men
raceived one towel, mostlv originating out of opened suitecases of
the internees.

(e) with only one shirt, one pair of pants, only one
pair of stockings, often only one handkerchief, Whenevsr they washed
and dried thair laundry (drieing took place in the mess decks) the
internees whent without any laundry at all., Through constant wasking-
especially in salt water - the laundry was soon reduced to rags,

(f) with only one sult and therefore often with holes
all ovar,

(g) with but one palr of shoes, mostly with tathsred
goles on whiech one had to step through the sewage covering the fluors
of the latrines.

(11) Conditions prevailing as regards safety meagures were
as follows:
No lifebelts were issued at anv time.
No instructlons were given for a case of eme rgency,
and no exsrcisge. or boat drills ware ever carried out,
Since the two torpedoes which touched thse boat did
not explode, a panic wag avoided which would have maant dormple te

digaster.

(IT) Searches_and Configcations,

PR

During the wholec of the voyage searchas wers made of
persong picked out at random or systematically of all persons quartered
on particular decks, . In many oascs thess scarches appeared to be the
indiscriminate acts of guards, 1n others they were carrisd out in
the presence of or under the supervisgion of officers.

(]) Several times sergoants appeared in ths mlddle of the
night in the Troopdecks, accompanied by privates with fixed bayone ts,
and quietly began to unfasten wrist-watches, tear off weddlng rings

and ssarch for valuables, forcing the persons affected to ke:p quiet
by the threat of violence. Heveral inlernses wers beaten up on thesse

occasions.

(2) On the fifth day of the veyage all Internees guarteped
in the No. 2 Troop Deck woere ordered to go on exercise, nobody was
gallowed to rewain below., Sergeants then searched the empty messes
without witnesses and took away remaining valuables and other articles,
even gloves, scarfs, and so on. Even coat-linings were found to have
been stripped open, and the stuffing of jackets torn out. On their
return from exercise the 1nt rness were searched at the entrance to
thel r decks and deprived of what few articles they had still with them.

(D) In view of thls sxarch Tthe deck leaders .of Lhe Lower
Nos 3 Deck decidsd to collect 211 valuables and to entrust them to an
offieer for safsc kesping. An officcr declared himself willing to do
this and gave his word of honour a8 dn officer to look after them and
to return them at the snd of the voyage. Two closed canvass bags
filled with articles ¥oer: thersupon handed to him. Nelther the bags
nor the articles contained therein have ever betn ssen again.

Shortly after the articles had been thus veluntarily
surrendrrod, a search while the Internces were on exorcise was made
on this and the Upper Wo. 3 Dack, simllar to that on the No, 2 Decks.
On this cccasion articles 11&@ toothorushus, toothpaste, personal.
lotters 24 photos disapnearcd alongside with what thﬂtﬂlﬂmpunS,
valuablesg, poineils, and sc. on, ware left ove.

L similar search was also made on the Italian Deck
(Uppsr No. 7 Troop Deck) and the dock below where refugsecs were
quarterad cn one of the following days.,
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(4) Peorsong ws ye deprived of their wrlist-watches, wedding
rings and other articlces while on exerclse on deck. Thuy werc often
gearched bedily whon they rs turnsd from exsrelse. Others were inter-
cepted by N.C.0,8 and soldizrs on thelr way to the hospital, to the
washrooms or the lavatorles 'and often forecfully relisved of any
pe reonal articles, Internses who had volunteersd to asslst 1n the
store~galley or in other work wire deprivad of any articlés of walue
whilst doing thsir work. L

Othaers Wwere s@archod whin they want to feteh thedr
hammocks on th: seecond day of the woyage, Then protests were uttered
or officers asked for, threats with weapons waere immedlately madc.

(B) Dwring these searched religlous garments, Jewish vest-
ments, praycr books, bibles, phylactorics, wecre taken away or torn.
On application of the interned Chief Rabbl, Lt., Malony returned sone
of these vaestments, but during onc of the following nights they were
ageln carricd away by s.rgeants and not seen again. Some of these
véstments had besns aved from burning synagogues in Nazi Germany,

(6) The intorress' reprosentatives repeatedly brought this
statc of affairs to the notics of offlcers,asking for intervention.
The offlic¢rs maintaincd, however, that the senfries were undér orders
and within their right to secarch at any time, Col. Scott who wasg in
charge of the military on board ship informed the deck leaders of
the Inteérneges that he had pursonally ordered thase conflscations
acting on War Office Instructions and that 2ll propcrty would be re-
stored to the intérnees. ‘

When a statement to that effect was submitted by the
deck leaders, Col Scott hat it returnsd with instructions that he
would 1éek the deck leaders into the ship's prison and hand them over
to the Australian authorities in ircons, if the representatives should’
und< rteke to submit furthsr letters of this kind.

_hs rvegargds these gegwehog, many statements have been
put on reeord to confirm this,

(IT1I) Hapdlipg_snd Logs of Lugegage

Vo e

(1). The interneeg had been officially informed in the
Engligh camps that they wers permitted te take 80 lbs. of lmggage
wilth them. For many intérncas who had fled from the Nazisg out of
Gormany ., Holland, Belglum, thosc 80 1bhs, of lugegage constltuted
ncarly all their wherswithal,

(2) On boarding H,.. T, "DUNIRAT the internccg weme do=
prived of thely antlwe luggags for fhe durmtion of the voyage. Re~
reataed epvlicationg tec officers to wmeturn them at leagt small hand
luggege or ot pormlit thom to také negessarples out of thoeir trunks
wgre rafuscd, From the very beginning of the journey the internees
saw thelr trunks thrown into aarcless plles on the cpen decks. The
trunks had been forced oren, most of them had besn skashed open with
bayonets, the contents vansacked weye partly lylng about on dzek and
lmpertant documents, ¢,.,g, American immlgration papers, weve blown
about the deck and into the sea, The conbents of many cases had been
tipped out at random and fatigue parbles of Interness had to clear up
the heap whieh had besn expesed to sea aspray and paln, Soldiers
¢penly pockoted artloles from that heap,

Lateyp the belonglngs wspe taken into s lugzage moom
which was, hewever, netther loaked nor gealed, Duping the entlre
voyage up to the flrst Australian pept sergoanty and rrivatog were
sgeinand again g en ag they emergsd from the luggase wveom loaded
with all kinds of objeets, It alse atbracted attentlon that scmgeants
weps guddenly writing with expenelve fountaln peng and that a type-
wrltsp, belenglrng to an internse, was eegn in the Jrdebly Room,

(B3] Mgdloaments and medleal Ingtrumente were taken from
7

the luggege of internees and; where they werpe not thrown ovevboard,
ciflelelly used 1n hospital. :
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(4) Large guantities of personal laundry, “Including garments
and so&p,-originating from the internees' luggage that had been
forced, were brought to the messes in bundles, and internces were.
ordered to accept and wear garments not belonging to them and obvious-
ly taken from their comrades. The internecs refused to do this un-
less the prom rty could be identified beyond doubt by the owner. . The
entire lack of soap or other cleansing material made it imperative to.
accept odd pleces of gsoap taken out of cases.

(E) When the luggage was returned in the Australian-camps,
it was ascertained-and witnessed by Australian officeps: .
(a) that a large number of trunks had been wantonly
Qamaged and destroyed _
, (b) that the confe nts of most cases had been wilfully
~Lxte rfered-with ' :
, (¢) that hardly-anything of value had remainsd in any
of the many cases opened
- (d) that a great quantity of garments, books, personal
laundyy, toilet utemsils, and quantitiss of other goods were mlssing
(e) that a comslderable mimbor of important and irre- °
placeebhle document s wero missing 0
(f) that a number of trunks and suiinanzs had disapneargd.
entirely ;
: (g) that some cases contain:d merelv mixed-articlss in
a solled state not balomging to the owner-of the-case, the whole of
the original contents being lost. &

(IV) Treatment of Intermses by the dlitary

S T —a -~ e

ey From the outsct our status aboard the "DUVZRA" was 1ll-
defined, The soldiers openly expressed the belief that we were para-~-~
chutists or, in any case, prisonsrs of war. The treetmemt dealt out
was accordingly: The intermees wers addresscd with the vilest curses
ohly. For days the officors refused to listza to the interneeg! rc. )
presentatives about—the many threats and bodily punishments dealt out
indiseriminately by N.C.0.s and men on every occaslon. Orders of
every kind wsre given to the accompaniment of loadcd rifles with
bayonets fixed: Kicks and hits with rifl:z butts were a2 daily occurr—-
ence, Any attemmt to seak recourse wass roughly frustrated. The
slighttcst reason was good cnough to provoke pumishment on the spot
by sentrics without any investigation or chance of redress.

The elderly interncss and thosc who had gons through
the severc treatment at the hand of Nazl agcnts in Gorman concentration
camps before they had found refuge in dngland becamc so despondent
that they hid away whenever a uniform came into sight, perticularly
in ports of call whorz drunkenncss amongst the guards rmade it imposs-
ible to Foresee what the next moment might bring. The brutality of
mannsrs and mothods displayed was such that talk of suicide was current,
and, as is known, ome intcrneés ehose this way out. Th: matcérial losses
experienced from the beginning, couplad with the hourly hrcat of
severe punishment, produced an atmosphere of fearful apprehemgion, 1n-
tongificd by the feszling of utter helplessness at the murey of uni-
formed reprusentatives of a country which had hersclf givea the intcrn-
ees8 refuge from the prosscution of the Nazis, and to whom theéir loyaltly
had been proved in more than one way. Any protest made to officers
and men on the grounds of human dignmity and the position as "fricndly
encmy aliens, proved to bc vietims of Nazi opprcssion by British Trib-
unals, werc ignorcd.

Sugspicion as rcgrds btho intsrnecs went so far as to
accuse them of attempted arson when a pizce of rag which had ocen
wrapped around a steul-cncased lamp.burning all night to-protect the
sleapers from the continuous glare startcd smouldsring: Tt was
quickly pullcd down and watcr was pourcd ovir it by the intorrnec who
slept beneath it, but the pungent smcll attracted the scgtry. An 62”
vestigation was held and the harmlessness of the case quickly establ-
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Austrelia later spoks of an attempt fto ' set fdre to the vhiv, 'ila \\

were accused of attoempted mutiny almost all th: timc, although no h

effort was spared con th: part of the dsck lsad:rs (il.e. the lnterh.
@38l IGPTGSuh+a+iV“G) to 1o :p peopl: calm and to avold amything which
might: havae ceen lnheroretod ag ah et off provbcatlch,

As spceial lhstanuS of* 11l~treetment’ can be elced the
following: A
(1) Uurlng tho- g xsmel gcls ~ths iﬂ*‘rn;,s‘*Crz pshcd by
offloers, s.rgeants, and privates, beaiten, drivaen along with the
butts of riflcs and othe rvigas ill- +PQQ+'d

(2) During siszrchis 2nd confiscations of 2all kinds intern-
€28 were oeaten and on souEe occasion staovoned with bayonets.

(3) During negotiations aosout confisceted valuables th
deck leaeders wire threatin:d with the bunk.r and lrons,

(4) Chizf Rab.! Dr. Zhrentreu who had writien to the Comm
andz2r in a rweliglous maticr, was warncd by Lt. O'Nelll that he would
hang him at ths wast, swing him by his beard round ths msst, throw
him ove rboard and thoe liks. -

(£) Then a so-callsd gpoon mogsags had bean found, the
Internces were threatenszd with the curtailment of food and light,
unlyss the person responsibls confesscd.

(6)  Siwilar st. ps wire announced when 1t was allsged that
somé, knives had vanished from the uwtch s

(7)) Two 1n|’rﬂst who had be:n found out of boundsg wWarc
tied to a post by Lt. O"Ull1 who wag 1Unuﬁ3n*l$ in a stake of
drunkennssg , insultsd vith words such as "Gorman Jowish S’lﬂb "sons
of German Jewish dogs”, and on: of them was buaten until he blod.

His screars of pain ocould be hcard from afar,

(8) An intzrne. who was Lupt 1n hospital on account of
mental Jdlscass, and who attamptzd to l.ave the ship at -clbourns,
in an sbsurd dlsguisc, wag maltreated by some gcrgeants in The
most brutal manner lmuaglneablc angd Uuﬂt@ﬂ unconscious. Higs blood-
stoeined ghirt was shovn by (apht, Burton %o fol, Scot

“g submit this memorendui: oy r:quest of His Hxcellency
the High Commissloner of the United Singgom,

Ik s*“+ s to th: best of our knowledgc a trie account of
conditions prevailing on H, : 7. "DUNSRLY' during our transportation
to Australia, e hav: coiiceted metsrial as cvidonce from follpw
intcrness who ars propared to swear to 1ts accuracy.
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general Office, Legal Depertment; Ngy 2 Camp, Eastern Command

The internee b g

appears before me the undersigned N ke et h o

m

He declarcd that he was prepared to make sgtatements sfter naving |
bean told that theas statements were to be submitted .to the Australian 3
or British authoritisg:

I wag deck eleaner.on H,U . T,"DUNZRAL" .. The cleanlng party I
had thelir separate dally excrcise on deck, On July 23rd -~ Tuesday - is
we went on exsrcise before the other internees as usual. That was 5
on the first day when internees were ordered to turn up bare foot
for thelr wulck walks on déck, We had returned and the others had i

gone up for their exercise at about 10 olclock when the scldiers came 3
down to our deck (Upper No. 3 Deck,., They searched all pockets of 3
the clothing left behind. They tock sevaral things from the pockets
and thiew the clothes on the flcor, I had stayed on the Upper No.3
leck so that I was witness to theése proceedings, The artlcles taken
out of the pockets were put in sacks without being listed,
1 also saw.that a soldier refrained from putting a nice 3.
fountain ven and a propelling pencll into the sack, but put these
articles in his own pocket after having examined them carefully’ |
. Having seen this I went to a Sergeant who was standing on the stair-
case and of whom I believed - and stlll belleve - that he was in
charge; I ¢aid to him in English "You know that your man 18 stealing”
Meamwhile the interness returned from thelr exercise, A body search
was made at which this Sergeant took part as well, Upon my address
he turned round and said "Puck off, filthy pig" or something like
that, I have to add that I was indeed dirty, although merely because
I had come back from cleaning the deck which he should have noticed
particularly as my hands were stlll wet. There was a guasrrel; I
declared that T warnted to see an 0fficer., Upon that he took me up
to the space in front of the kitchen - where the stairs led up to
the open deck, This epace wag enclosed by barbed wire, Pdg went
away Hnd 1€anlen after about 5 minutes; meamvhile the sgoldiers had
dcne with their search and came ur.. . Having returned the Sergesant
told me that I could.gos No Officer could see me at the moment, I
went back %o the Uvper No; 3 Dekk:
M the.same.day 1 was to take an overcoat to the nobpltal
for which pwrypoege I had to pass over the staircase mentioned previous~
1y and over the open deck., I waited at the fence ilsclating the
staircase from the living quarters- of the internees, The Sergeant
came downstalrs with two goldlers and said "I am jusgt coming to look
for you"i I pointed out that I was to take an overcoat tc the
hogpital, He took- the overcoat away from me - which has never been
gegn again as far ag I know; 1t belonged t6 ,.. .., = ané ordered
"Oome along", taking me in the opposite direction down to the stores,
On the way he hit me in the fare several times and dwngtairs in the
rooft in front of our shipib vrison cells he handcuffed me tying my
hendg o my back and sent away the internees present. Then he took
me tc 5 cells There I wag hit with hands and fists by him and ans~
other poldier, a third svldler wlth a drawn beyonet being present:
While dging so the Serkeant said : "Now you will be fucklng sorry
for it“‘ hen he had gone, the soldier who guarded mée hit my feet
"wilth tle butt of the rifls before he also 1eft m. That wag at about
2 p.m,, when the hospltal party went on deck, At 7 p.m. my handcuffs
were taken off, and I received a plece of bread from the BSergeant.
Next day I was only given' breakfast and supper, reither lunch, nor
tea, On Thuprsday he took me upstairs round about breakfast time
turned He round and ingpcted me to see 1f I had any bruises. He
degclared M"You look allriazkt", "An hour after that I was led to the
shiower bath and thel releasedy I had no blankets in the bunke r, but
lay on the bare wood in my trousers. ‘
: on the same ﬂay e 140, July 25 « T put all thig down 1n
my digry.
" On Thly BA w Fridav « at about 9,30 after bieakfast I was
brought be fore tbe Iieutenant-Colonel Whose named wag Scott as T
learrned later, I was questioned, but when I wanted to defend myself
ke said %o me "Ahut up, you ndve nothilg to say here" and "Shut ur,
only talk when you zre asked to"




When asked, witness said: Ay

I wag not only agked to wait with my =answer, but the
Lieut.~Colonel never even listened to me. I was accused of having
gaid in front of the Sergeant (1n English i) "Come on, boys, letls

rush at them" No written report of this incidént was made.

Whenasked, witness GOI’JtlI’IU.GG

T 'dld not see that anything was out to paper. in my presence.
The Lieut.-Colonal semtenced me to 28 days close confinement, among
them to 7 days bread and watsr. This sentence was never put into
practice., The Bergeant gave orders that I was to be given full ration
as all the others; and it was done. However, he told me at breakfast
NT am glving you what the others are getting:; but in case an officer
comes down and asks, tell him you are getting bread and water",

While being in closge confinement, we were allowed one ghower
bath a week, but had no chance of washling otherwise., I was given
blankets after 4 days. While 1in the shower bath I succeeded in
gatting a message to my frlends who sent me my overcoat and a few,
blankets. In Cape Town, howeveir, the Bergeant was so drunk -~ as in
fact he frequently was - that we were not given anything.to eat for
24 hours. We called through the gates for the quartermaster who
fetched an Officer of the ship's crew (blue uniform), he then made
1t pessible for us to get‘something to eat,

Our treatment improved from Cape Town omward, we got mobe
to eat, were allowed to go to the room in front of the cells for at
least one hour daily and had a chance of washing. Whilst we were in
the bunker, I gaw through the bars that ‘two boys of the ages between
16 and 20 were beaten up by Lieut, 0'Neill, He was completely drunk,
and the soldiers accompanying him were in- the sams state. That was
in Cape Town Harbour. He Zsaid in German: "Du bist ein swine und
dein Vater ist ein swine", a sentence which he repeated several times,
probably owing to his drunken condition. Then he challenged one of
the boys to box with him. He ecould scarcely stand. At any rate, he
hit one of the boys with his fisjfs so hard that the boy collapsed
and had to be lifted up by a, soldier.' We were bawled &t not to look
cut again. 5

These statements were put down in the continuous presence
Jof both the wlbtnoes and ahh sis ssr Followlsng up +.n « ! 8 gtatoment,
read through by him, then read out to him, acknowledged and signed
by him as.fellows
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Statemont made DY. ses sss wss

On the 1l0th of July I was sent toge+her wit% about EQO
others to Liverpeol to be embarked on H.i,T."DUNERA". I was
quarteyed én the Lower No. 3 Troop Deck., I acted during the journey
as Deputy Deckleader and as such I was pregent at most meetings
with the officers in charge of us.

From the moment we came on board personal proportv of ours
weg indlscriminately conflscated by the soldiers and N.C.O.s guarding
us and we were submitted to the most humlilating searches. On
July 15th we heard that a gemnerak search had been carrled out by
N.,C.0.s and men on the Lewer No. 2 Troo¥ Dack while the internees
quartered there were on deck for their brief wilk. In this search
nearly everything of wvalue still remaining had been taken away. We
lhiad reason tc belleva that a similar search would take placse on our
..deck the next day and as we feared that a great deal of the piroperty

conflscated 1n guch a search might not be -returned to its owners,
we decided to take precautionary actions.

Early in the morning of the 16th of July I approached Sgt.
Mettinson who Lad on various occaslons shown an apparently helpful
digposition towamrds usg and I asked him whether he considered it ad-
vlsable for us to collect all remalning artieles of valye such as
documents, 1dentiflcation papers, fountaln pens, cash, watches, &c.,
&nd to entrust them to the care of an officer. fgt. lattinson
roplied that he would speak about thls with the officer in charge
snd would let me know as scon as he had done so.




Lbout a dusyrtey of an hour later Segb. Mat¥lumon setarrad exnd
told me that an offlcer was willing to take charge of the valuables
of ours but that 1t was imperutive that all these were collected and
handed over before 9 Olclock, the sam morning, At the same time he
gupplied me with 2 camvas bags for thaf purpese. Mri ..: ..., the
deck leader, and I myself immediately Instructed the varlous mesg
captéins to prepare the articles in guestion and nearly everybody on
the deck took, advantage of the offer made, Nearly all mess capteing
propared-detelled lisgts of the items o be glven up, befors hending
them over: The bags were then tled up and Mr, .,. iii's name, mese

and Int: No. were clearly marked with an indelible pensil jn sach 0Ltign
them and & wooden label wasg also tied to each of themj - — — "1 o ot

= . 8gt+ Mattinson came down te our deck =t awbout 8,30 olclock
on the same morning and agked My: ie¢ 20y and myself to tald the beps
on deck for the purypose of handing them to the offlcer whe had de-
clared himself willing to look aftem them,

On deck we were mat by Lt, Tinning of the A,M,P.C, and we
agalin discussed the whole actlon with him, He readily agreed te
koep the bags in his custody for thd duvetlon »f the voyage and gave-
us his word of honour as an offlcey that he would look after them
and Peturn them tc us when we arxived at our destinatlion. Mry .5 4.
and myself then tock the 2 bags to My, Minning!'s cabin where we
geposited them.

At a leter date while we happsned 1o be on deck Mfs sse saw
was beckoned by Mr, Tinning to which meeting I was suwmmoned too.

He informed us that he had to transfer the bags to the orderly room
at the request of the commending offlcer. Further inquiries about
the bags during the voyage produced no new Iinformatlon,

The bags have up to now not been returned to us and I have
been glven to understand that the Australian military author¥ties
stated that they were never handed over to them.

and I consider this list to glve a falr accouht of the property &a

contalned in* the bags. e 87 # :
T am prep red to repeat this statement on ocath 1f wvequiréed,

Balecn e s e i ]

gtatalﬂsnt made bsr LI LI 4 L

I was interned on July 2nd, 1940, and was sent to the In-
ternment Camp at Kempton Park and later I was sent to Huyton near
Liverpool. I had with me certain jewels inhefrited from my late
grandmother which I produced to the officer in charge at the general
gxamination on the occasion of my arrival at the first mentioned
camp, The efficer examined the jewels and returned them into my
keepling.

On July 9%th I weag informed that I had to join a transpodrt
for pverseas leaving on the following day and was told to prepare
all My belongings for thils departure. My suitcase was collected
and dgspatched separately. I was supplied with a small bag for my
perscnal belongings.

We left Huyton at about 12 oiclock on July 10th and arrived
at the Liverpool pler at about 3 ol'clock. Qur transport consisted
of about 500 men. T had my jewels with ma in a little jewel box
which I carried In my=right-inner pcckat, After havingwaited for
about half an heur we were ushered on tc the embarkation guay through
a narrow gangway. On this several sergeants and N.C.C.'s were
- stationed whe submitted all of us to a rigld bedy search. All

personal belongings were taken off us and thrown on heaps on the
quay .

‘ I was among the flvrst to be submlitted to Tthils ssarch and
the sergeant who was dealling with me found the jewel box in my coat,
Ha wanted to place thls in hls pocket, but I objected and asked him
to ggll his offiece r.

¢ Fearing our discussicn an officep arrived from the direéction
of the ship. -Hs wore a blank black beret with a silver badge., I
suprose of the Royal Tank Corps. I informed this offlcer in a great
3= T

hurry that the jewels were representing my whele fortune and ¥That
hed taken thkewm with me to stapt a new 1ife overseas:

Mo 8 ;
I have seen the llst of the contents of the 2 bags which ha33§ 2

been comrliled from the information given by the former mess captalng, ne
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/ aa;a a:m. : ‘i
s 9% ke ged osme Ange 1ine b 3 . _q.:;,
i .aan:r. ‘When I pasuad bim ae:ain or the rext sound of b «.t"'r.,.;., S -

the Sargsant was atanding bsside .im 2nd bockonsd me to coma iy

He aalad me: "What ware you telling about $o this offieare I =
mapliad thet I wantad %o give him my came and sesommodstion on the
. ghlp &8 he wag lmtp!.ns some valuepls jewels for mo, He inguired:
~ "nay jawela 79 I gave hiz ®& short descrivtion. He fann agiknd
"Waich afTiosr? “, su’ 7 {nformed him thet I Shought 1t was ths
A ntlaman standtng bﬁ:ﬂ._m him whe ®as stithet time wearing e helmek,
: ut whe ned st the time of our embarkation worn & bBéme’ “hich T
prassimad tc be of the PFoysl Tark Corps.
Tre Bergeant Major turted to me and seid: "You cockexr 1 ]
Lont't talk so bloody nnmh or you will go in the burker. et mway
now 1" /
T infoymed tha daak lasdars of ey oese and they menticned |
ﬁr&ﬂnnt who wrg presumed toc hewe been & parson ponnmeotad
: wi}b "hﬂ pﬁliﬂa of the Jecvet Barvic-, I had we furthar chanae to
"\ (ion the caze to tha officer cnmamd and the fewala have novoy

\ & scan paturmed to me, Tkt Jewsls consisted oft -
\a“ 4 f pair of sarsings with blg dlamonds and ‘v‘
\ 7 1 ©1d Pashiored broock in the ghape of A mmicuﬂ'. with
o b 1AM NG .. S il = T et i =
' They wape valued in Swltzerland at abéut 4500 Bfra. and in Frg Ll

sn offer wse made to me to gell thom for £ 85, bt on my mmsam u
r offar «as promised, I sunpeas that the vesl valoe of the
jewels llaea betwear £ 1E0 and £ 160. _

I heve glnne been teld that the name of the officer in
gquagtion presumably wse Oaptain folla, B.E.P,

Aftar we hed been on board W,.o.T."DUNERR" for about a forts
night, T vas esked to mse the #edleal Offiecer., Ne produced to me
=y sult.sas which he wighad mv tc open se in viewr of mxr Eitid ss
"roctor” he prosumad 1t to sontaln mediesl supplisd, OF theas an
axtrems shortage exigtes. When I informed him that § waas not &
midipal docter, he way dianprointed tmt mllowsd me be apsn my sulte
cago snd take a few pervsonel belengings cut cf-1t. I cloesd
auitoase apgain and 1eft 1t in his chavge. Thke sultemnse Wes returned
to me afbar my areivel 1h Hay and on cpendng I dissovered that 5
werdain emall waluablesy had baen talan out whiek wewa atill in 1%
whan I. é¢tuwned 1%t into the ehsrge of the M&dipsl Offlcar. Thaee
:ﬂ}gm’hlﬁe consisgted of, 1.,8,.,, 1 laather wallet end 1 sxbap 0lgarss
Ldder,

E T -I:P -

-
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I am prépared to malke thiag ststemant on aosth 1.f reguized.
' -

—
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