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MEMORANDUM 
... - - ... - .. .. -

Submitted to His Eme-ll.e'nc-y The High .(}ommiss 1 o-ne r Of 
The Unite-d .Ki tl,8'dom in J..ust relia by the Internees From. 
Enaland, at No. 7 camp, EaBteTn command, Hay , N.s.w. 

The foll>wing gives a short account of t he tre&tn~ent 
·which the 9-62 internees· new in No, 7 . Camp~ Eastern Command, A.ust:ra li8., 
e.x:yer1enced during thei·r yoyage to ·Austra li.a on boa rd H.~.L T."DU 'f\:EFA". 
The . full ccnrrlement of internee-s arrivi~ on the 11 DLJN'BP.A11 is made U';:l 
by those in No.8 Camfj tc whom all conditivns of trea tme nt a s set o;t 
below apply au~omatically. 

All perrom he-re we~ ~nterned between Ma y a nd J u l y 1~40 
in C(...ns~quence of c5eneral inte-rnment orders, a nd a re practicall y all 
ref'ugees from Nazi oppression, on account of their Jewish descent, 
their political conviction or their religious faith. Nearly a l l a~ 
..classified as 11 0 11 class cases by Special A.liens Tribuna ls set up in · 
E~l.and·, declaring them of:ficially to be re fut?:;e-e s from Nazi op-px·e s s
ion and freeing them from most restrictions. 

Q_.o ng,~ ti ,£!.1~ .~de t~ r_!!li 3l~~ ~~ rn~ t_o ~o~v ~!~~ 

Before their transportation .-.versea s t he se internees 
were in various English Gall'l'PS and we~ either sent ove :rse CJ. s v olu nt
arily on the.strength of . certain promises made, or w ere eompelled tc 
do so. · 

(a) The internees coming from t he temporar'Y camp ::-.s ne;fie ld 
(about 350 on board H. I·.'i . T. " DUN'i..M 11

) we I€ informe d t h a:t t l:e ·.- ·,v e r e 
.going to a more permanent c a mr in England. The y were accor ding l y 
in n.o way PTSpa red for a long journey oversea s. 

(b) The internees comi n6 from t he internment c a mp Huyton, 
near Live:rpo.ol (about 1000 on boa r d H. M.T."DUNEM") we~ p r omise d 
by their Camp Commandant that . · 

(1) gcing overseas n:e ant ·more persona l freedom, su,b ject 
to.c&rtain restrictions, and pos sibili t ies for wor k in .~ net s s phere 

(2) their wives and chi l dren wo-ul d foll.()W s hort ly 
(3) any prospective transmi~rants wc u l d not be place d 

in a worse position a s reg arris t heir mig ration pla ns. 
')n bei nt!; personally c-onsulted., the officers in charge 

of the camp persuaded a l l inquirers t o vo lunteer as there was a 6reat 
futu r e .oversea s in store for them. 

It was of'fi.cially announced that 80 l bs. luggage could 
be taken, and in parts of t he camps ki tbags were provi d e d t o take 
necessities fer t h e first days of t he voyage. Nea rly all t he i ntern
ees coming from Huyton were volunteers, only a limite r) g r oup were 
compelled to join, ostenti-vely to make up t he re-quisite numbe r for 
the transport. 

(c) The internees from the Gentral Ca mp a nd Onc han Camp, 
Douglas, Isle of Man, we:re promised that 

( 1 ) they were g oing to Ca nada 
(2) their wiv-es and children would be in t hs same convoy . 
In the Onchan Camp the future Canadian po st al add :r;e ss . 

wa s officially a nnounce d • . · The ma.rrie d me n from t hese Camps vol un- > 
taered, the unmarrie d ones were compelle d to gc. The y were allowe a 
to take up to so l bs. luggage. 

( d) The inte-rnees coming from the internn:e·nt c amp Ramsey , 
Isle of Man, were mostly me mbers of the f ormer Kitc h e:r:e :r ca·mp,. Ric h
borough, Kent, i.e. :refuc;ees frcm Germany who had found as<yl um in 
England pending theii.r further trans.mi5ration overseas. The y w ere 
promise-d by t heir Ca mp Comma nda nt 

(1) tha t they would most probably go to Canad a 
(2) that a s ~g ard.s the transmi g ratio n they wqul :J. i n no 

way be placed in a worse condition by joining the transport 
(3 ) t ha t t he transmig r ants t o the U~L (appr. 200f could 

do nothing better t han tc volunteer f or this trans:rort especially 
as they would save their. se a pa .s.sa:ge mcne·y i n t h !;lt . way, 

( 4) tha t "'ve rs&a s t he y w-:>uld' re,gai n f ree d.om o:r move me nt. 
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--The-y were all owed t o t ake 80 lbs . lu~eb..ge vri th them~ 
snd the·· 'luggage' wa s examined by an office r be fore it wa s forwc.'.r'dea ~ 

It w:i.ll clearly be obs:::rved fro m the above tb o.t tr~e in
t ernees arriving on board H . "~ . T . 11 DUN:~RJ .... " were in the gre at majc..rity 
me n .who had volunteered for this transpilirt and had done so on the 
s t rength of :r:romises whi ch appeared t o give an infinitely gl:'eater 
c hance o f he l pi ng i n t he figh t against Na?..i Germany than si.tting bo ..o 
h i nd barbed wire in England • . They were men Wi t h great hopes and 
bright spirits who arrived at LiverpooJ: for their embarkation over·seas 
on July 10, 1940 . 

( A) As far as is knovv n the .fi ret transport to a-rrive were 
abou t 500 men !'rom Huyt on . They were kept waiting on the embarkation 
pier for t he boat t o make fas t and had then to prOceed through a 
narrcw dooTWay on t o the landing stage. Be hind this door soldiers 
we!'?J posted who sub jec t eD everybody t o an exceedingly rough search . 
Everythine; carried in hand or loose i n .the pockets was taken off t he 
internees. Lll less valuabl e effects like gloves , toilet utensils, 
eatables, pipes, e tc ., were t hrown disorderly on the ground, Valuables 
wei'9 stuffed int o sacks or disapJ:Bared c.penly into the r-ockets of t he 
searching soldiers. Soon rows of emptied wallets ''4ere l ying on the 
floor, the contents of e mp t ied a t tache cases were roughly throw n 
about, and the cfficiall y prov;tded ki tbags could be seen alJ. over the 
place . Valuable doc uments, ident ity and emigration pap6rs, t estimon ... 
iiils of all kinds, were taken away , t hrown on the ground or even 
os te n t i ve ly torn up be fore the eye s of t heir very owners . 

No :rB c e i p~s were given , exce pt by one single searching 
group . .b.ppeals to the officers standing by were fruitless . l,tte mpts 

· of protest we re roughly suppre sse c1 . 
/, dazed crowd of men found themse lves herded together 

in the Lower and Urper No. 2·il.fess Decks on board H. Ivi. T ." DU"'.ER.4Y. Of 
all t he articles taken away· on t he landing stage, only a very few 
were ever seen again . 

· (B) The members of the se cond transport from Huyton arriving 
a few hours later were eac h ordered tc pick up two suitcases standi ng 
on the r ailway :platforu: . 

( 1) Part vve re ordo red into t he Upper No . 2 iiie s s Dec·k and , 
on enteri ng, all attache cases ane the provided kitbaes wei€ t aken 
away, ·rhe suitcaseswere opened (someti me s by force ) inspite of the 
fact t ha t they did not belong to the person carrying t he m. A.rticles 
of value a nd interest were taken cut . This procedu-re wa s stepped 
after a time, and t he i nternees we re ordere d to place the suitcases 
in heaps on one of the decks. The internees we re t hen ordered to 

·gather o n one side of the deck a nd to move to t he other t hrough a row 
of soldie r s. Here they we re closely searched with results s i :ilila r 
to that o:t' the first e;roup . Eve rvthi ng loose which wa s found v.ras 
taken away . 

(2) The rest was sent into Lower No . 3 1\f.ess Deck . Here 
they were ord::; rcd to si t down and tc empty everythine:; out of their 
pocke ts o n the mess tables . ~ A body search a nd a thorough 9xa;:ination 
of the ar·ticles lyi ng on the t a ble ensued, in which anythtng of value 
was taken away. ~L1heir di d not appear to be any syste:n as r2 _ 'l.rds the 
othe r art ic les taken . In some cases even toothbrushes, soap, notebooks , 
were remov3cL ~)orne time l a ter it wa s declar.:; d that a mi stnk3 hOtc':i 'veen 
made and sc ir.J sacks cont aining articles impounded en this, t h(, Upper 
No. 3 and Upper No . 2 :Uec k , we rs: emptied out on the floor anc, l) n one 
of the t ab les . It was found tb~t only very few articl:Js of v·llue had 
r-e rna i ne d in the sac ks • 

The interlV~<:::s com:r.e"' ~ c t ho followi ng day to talrc 
steps to trace the rigttful o:·, ners of these article s, bu t befor3 this 
could have been carrle rJ to a c cnclusJ.cn , the rer:-:a-:.ni ne:; ar tic les -vie re 
ac;ain cc..llected by scldi Grs and taken a:vay . 
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(C) Tbfr~:rro.r: the-rnte:-rr.unent c a.rrfl,.. •. :...:...Y'...,o::.r--.c.~J.-0. . i:>:rr:i:ved 
next. They were also asked to take suitc-aso.s with them from the staticrr. 

___ln.lt---we..r~d to leave them on the top deck, Here all attache 
1 

cases and bags of all kinds ·111e re taken off them. On arrival in the. 
UPPJ r No, 3 MG' ss Deck t hey w0 re treated similar to the before :' ·. ':i ort:}.d 
group. 

( D) The ~--~·-o-f"·-the- .Z'J:'OU1)--e:'!'rl V1:ng f-rom ·the va·rt ou..s, 
camps on the Isle of Man were qua.J:~tered on the Seree-ants 1 Deck on the -, 
.forepart crf the shir.. The remainder 1 n the aft part, toga-the r with 

..Jl011-refugee 1nte-l"1Wea and Itf\ltans, latG!l disembarked at Melbourne . 
(1) Of' those plaoed in the fo:repa.!lt all cases, bagSv 

and otber -portables, W6l1e taken away on their entering the ship, 'and 
a body s e·arc h w a s o o rrtl1'ltnle-e d , 'but no-~11'!l--l e t e 1 y o a r ri e d out , whi 1 e 
they were s e:l.uteCI at their m.ess tables, _ Some of the articles taken 
o.ff them were plao@ d 1 n lar[Jje bowls and wta l"e later retu..rne d. Ivlo st 
articles of value wore missing. 

(~) Those mo'~Nd Otl to the af'tpa11t of the ship were 
se-arched when they ante-l!Gd the Uppel:1 Me$S Deck, Everything fo-und in 
the pockets was ·balaan e.ws.v, 1nalud~ns hanQ.kera-hiefs, etc. All art
icles were throw'l:l on the g:rou.na; exa~pt most o:f' the valuables which 
were pocketed . by the sOlt!liat~s. Sud~eftl'Y' the soldiers disappeared, 
l eaving a f.)reat ~iVGt of the ittnw-ou.ndeO S.!ltioles lying- about, v'lhich 
the internees then oommenoad to ~aiatt~ibute . 

All the~e seat,ohes wel;le oa:rriea out without any dis,~ 
crimination, ·ao-c-onrpe.n.ied by ac·to Of violence and resulted in the loss 
of an eno-rmous s.mount of tnoney 1 valuable articles, toilet necessities 
and important dooumen·b s whioh h~ve never bee11 rOO-ova..-r•e.d. As rot,---ards 
the inciden~s appor·te.ining to the ombti~kErticn of the inte...rne-es, state""' , __ 
ments ·have beer1 made by pe:J:~Sohs Who Were tr-esent. 

~!2!~1--~Lns~~1.6 V.R:J..aii? ..... 

(I) gy~~1~wQ9r.2!~1~r.§~ 

01) a. ~he i nte l'!no-e s·' de-oks we 't'e w 1 thout e xcepti.on- over-·/ 
crowded by at least 50 ~er oent, The tower No.2 Leek p-rovided for 
228 men; it became accotnmoc'latioh .fo!J 354 men, This ~ro-portion was 
true of practica~iy evart dook, 

b. The Ool'lB;~stion was such that people slept at night 
on mess tables and .on the :rio6:t'l cJu.trlng the Whole voyae,e, whereas during 
the day when no hamnJocks WeJ.10 a.)J.owed, F.Jta5.l'cases and every available 
inch of floo-r space was ocHl~ 1ttantly packed. In the ·event of. any acci
dent ·the congestion alone wouJ.d h&VO made an attempt .of life ... saving 
impossible •. 

(2) On ~che fi:rs·t avenin€; it was forbidden t o 1e'ave t.he 
d.ecks. Buckets f.O't' ul"ine werG ~rovided. The buckets we1~ ·soon I.Ner
flowing and sewage f'1ooded th~ decka ss the ship rode. In the midst 
of :Lt men wen; ly1.ng on the floOi" to sleep, for at fix•st 1:;here were 
noi the r hammcc ks nor blanke ta. 

( 3) a . FG:r we:;ka the hatches we!'e kept battene d dowu . 
Neither. dayligh·t nor ua·~11~ .. al td.z• eve ::r !'eaQhed the decks. F :e weeks 
c. ne was de re nede nt on e :! .. t:l c \::£':7~<.., ligli.t and arti fie i a 1 ·air · sup~;·_y through 
ventilato rs ·~ and ~~ha·iJ in ovet:::::t•bWded decks on a U,ourney th ... ·J'J.gh ·i.;he 

. tror-ics ; 'I'he hateho s were; c ·~Gt..~~ latex' pe!':tod::.caJ.ly. The pcr·tl:oles 
rema\ned. closed tho wi:1olo 'b.b1('J, 

. b" Ho inoccu1at1.cn:l agai nst t yphoid al.~d chole :e,; .. vras 
adm:i.ni~tcrGd in ::;t· .Lte of' o1rcumoi;o.t~e es obv:Lously favuur·]_ng an epidemic 
of thj. s kl nd c Ll.'Lhct1gh the most 8 sse ntial me cia i l:'!e s were lacking, 
vi t& 1 m1. di c :t ne s like :i. r:sn :1.1 n we ra threw n ".~be rbo ar c, whe n disc ovG red to 
be ·g,.nrned b·y- internecls. False t-auth were removed, jestl,o-:yed or tb.J.·own 
ove :r·boa rd . 
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(4) Tho uprey· parts of t he ship :·r}r r•:- one Wol:.1o ba.vL be2n 
in th'3 fresh air ·rere absolutely out of bour•ds . Tbc ·:·ays of 8.ceess 
were iJe:l.l'l'ed by bar?cd wire and sent1•1es with bo.yonets . On many dhyt , 
however, 11 exe1·ci.se'1 v1as ordered. 

8., rr:t!:x:ercisen lasted 15 - 25 minutes a clay on such days 
as it took place. 

b. For the longest part of the voyage the UPI>~ r r>arts 
of the shi'J could be antcroo only with bare feet . On om. ocr~ asion 
a sergeant threw an empty bottl e in among the passing in"t·.: rnc ;s , · Tr! G 
bot tle broke and the irrc•.::rnJ \)S wc r.:; dri ven over the splin~~! rs Ylith 
barB f:;)et. The 0 :r·tnning lascars looked on as t l:J r_; 'N hito inte r·na~s •Nere 
snbjoctod · to that treatment. 

c . The order had been issued to run or walk f a st d·ur·i ng 
these exe rcises . 'rhose who c'.lld not walk fast w ·~rc driven along by 
the sentries with ·rifle butts or v.Jore bruised by blows . .ht tho ends 
of the decks Lewis guns lor:l.d0d and compl(jt.:;lv mR.nnud vr er-3 kept trairJ.ed 
on the interl1.G3S in readiness to shoot. A·'· t i i!.'3S offic c :r>s and 
sergeants ?ssaulted the pnssi ng int·:~ rnEh:s pushGd the··.; , beat thc :r and 
insul "\:.o d and SlYOre at thG'~l whilst hitt i ng tbc:r. h. Ror.1an C'ltbolic 
priest "'T8.S among those pushed and be8.ten in t h i s man'!Cr and a Rabbi. 

d. In the bugi nYling it 'Nas nit permissible to 3V~de 
these ex6t•cises . During the absenc e of th-.; interna .: s cr(:;atcd i n trlis 
manne-1· the dcc~s were search0d by S·,rgo'lnts for v a luablos . 

( E) There we r,; opo n po rtholv s at t h:: kitc hen , i n the wash
rooms and in the latrine. 1-J.round all tlLs -:; porthol0s - including 
those in the latrines~ closely packe o g ronps would stand trying to 
ob ~ai~ a little frJsh air • .ht 4 o'clock in t he afternoon th ~ so port
holes too w :: r-3 closed . The air in th0 int,:;rneesr quarters dcfh·s 
description, 0Specially in the was:plac o s ''ofh'Jr: t he st~ arr. fro::; the hot 
salt •:rater show<,;rs r.1inglod vvith tha p.:· :rsptration of the crm"fd0d men . 

( C-3) From the f1 rs t landing in North ·:;·.: st h.frica to t he first 
landing in Aus-tr~lia, i . c • du-ring tht: wholo voyage through the tr·opic s, 
there was fresh w ater only t wo or thre e ti rr.c s a week . During the· . 
stops in the African ports whure the use of salt W9.toJr W'' S forbidd e:n 
be c ause if th:. danger of contagion, thore was no W8.tor at all fo r the 
cleaning of crockery, V! "" ski ng or bathing - and that in the t ropics . 

(7) Thor weru approximately two doze11 scats in t ho latrines 
for 1600 interneiJs, As th...; constant s tre a of salt water rinsing 
them was much too violent, a number of th(;se seats were constantly 
smeared with a mixture of salt '·V:J.tc r and excrements , making t he use 
impossible .. In front of thG remaining scats queues of waiting men 
would assembl e during ·f:hc rush hours, so t h nt nature had to be relieved 
in th : view of many impatient VJitnGsses . In ad dition a largo part 
of the internc ss suffor.:;d f:rom violent diarrhoeas - in others seasick
ness took the form of chronic indigest ion . Owing to the motion of tho 
s.ea, the floor of the latrines was almost always ri.coded with s e ··:ag...: . 
On days when the sea 1!'/as rough the st ' te of t he l a vatory could hardly 
be described. ThorJ was a constant shortage of lavatory paper, with 
rarely morG t han Jo .. ~ o sheets per pa rson . ')th..:.r papar was not avail 
able, newspapers were forb i d don . 

(f3) Razors and shRving uto::nsils had biL·:n tak:;n away . :Un ring 
the first five Vl '.;0ks everyone went about with unke :Y!pt beards . The 
result ing rashes and itches were r.1o st painful. Thos\3 'irho had manage;d 
to kG .p their razors and were claanshavcn, 'rLrG threat~ ned with the 
bunk.Jr, Bvfor-.:: t he arrival in Australia the order '"-'as given tc remove 
the buards L~:·.cdi a t0 ly. For t his purpose 8 razors Vl;;re dis t ribute d 
among 16000 i nt ·.: rnea s. 

( 9) Kc d ic a:nc nts 1i'! :; r0 short , the ro· ,~,as t1o t . .; vc n a suffi cie nt 
· "Supply of laxative s. Thosa who '\vcrc ill n .. arly al•·.r ays ha d to que ue> 

for a half or whole hour. bdfori.; being l o d to a dccto r . Not b<~ foro 
several ~.'if; .-. ks had c.: lapsed, t h ...; lo.Jss se rious case s W e):{) p;. :r>mi··:. tcd to 
sit on doc lc during 13 x : rei so • Shortly b~ fo rc a r rival i n .Au s tralia me n 
over 54 y e ars of age and cripples 1rH:re grant <::;d about -an hour 1 s r e s t 
in tho fresh ai r every day . 
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(10) Being-without r.:: ny lugg .c:tg e t he g re a test part of the 
internees -had to p -:: s s through the tro pics a s follows· 

( a ) without toothbrush and - pa s _te 
(:B) without com::; and hairbrush 
( c ) f or wuc: ks without soap, later o·n o ne pie ce of 

soap was i s sued to every 20 men once or t wice a W•Bk . 
( d ) for weeks with out tovve ls, l a ter every t en rr:e n 

recei ve d one towel, mos tl v originating out of o pened suitca ses of 
the i nta rnee s . 

(e) with onl"Jr one sh irt, one pair of pants, only one 
pair of stocki ng s, often. only one ha ndkerchief. Wheneve r they washed 
a nd dried t h(Jir l aundry ( d ri e ing too k pla ce in the me s s dec k s) t he 
internee s wbe nt without a ny laun dry at a ll. Through constant wasking
e specially in salt ~'rate r·· t ha l aunnry wa s so on re duced to rags. 

(f) wj_th only one suit and t herefo r e often with hole s 
all over. 

(g ) with but one pa il:' of shoes, mostly with t a thured 
soles on ';f hich one ha d to step t h roug h the sewage covering the flf..lors 
of the lR trine s. 

(11) Conditions prevailing as r ega r ds saf e ty measures were 
a s follows ; 

No lifebelts were i ss ued "l_t any t i me. 
No i nstructions we r e give n for a case of e me r g ency, 

and no exercise.. or boa t drill s wcro e ve r c a rrie d out. 
Since t he t wo torpedoe s n1hich touched the bo a t did 

not explode , a panic wa s 8.Vo ic1ec1 which would have meant domple te 
disa ste r. 

(I I ) Se a rches a nd Confiscations . 
.. . -.... ·- -- ·- ... - -- ...... --- .. ... ~... .. .. . --·- - -.... --

During the whole of t he voyage se arche s :,ve r 6 made of 
pe rsons 1Ji c ked out a t r a ndom o:r sy stematic-a~ly of all perso-ns quartere d 
o n pa r t i c ular dec ks . In mqny oa sos the se s earches appe a red to be t he 
indiscri mi nate acts of gua r ds, in othe rs t hey vvere c arried out in 
t he p r f: s o nce of or u nde r t he supervision of office rs . 

(1) Se vo.ro l time s se r geants appe a r ed i n t hJ mid d.l e of t he 
nigh t i n tho troopde cks, a ccompa nied by priva t es with fixe d b ayonets, 
and quie tly began to unfasten ·w rist-watche s, t ea r off vved ding rings 
and sea :ro h f or v o. luables , fo r ci ng t h8 pe r sons a f f ecte d to ke:;p qui e t 
b y the thre a t of vi o l e nce . Se vr-J r a l int(; r neos were be a ten u p on these 
occa sions. 

(2) On t he f ifth day o:f t h e voyage a ll inte rnees qua rtered 
in the No. 2 Troop Dec k ~.;vG:rB o r de r ed to g o o n e xe rcise , nobody 1:'/ a s 
allowed to ro :·.1ain be low . Se r'ge a nts the n sea :rched t he e mpty me s ses 
without witnes ses and to ok a\·.ray r emaining . v a luable s a nd othe r a rticles, 
even glov5 s, s ca r fs , 9.nd so o n . Even coa t-li ning s wore f ound to have 
btlc n strippe d ope n, and the s t uff: ng of j ack0 ts torn out. On their 
re turn from exe rcise the int.;;rneG s we r e s o a rc he d at the e ntrance to · 
the i r de ck s a nd deprived o f what f ew a r t i c l es t hey had still with the m. 

(3) I n vi .Jw of t his s ·:~a rc h t he deck l ead•:J rs o f t he Lowe r 
No.3 De c k de cided to co ilec t a ll v alua ble s a nd to ent rus t t he m t o an 
off i cer for safe kf3 0 p i ng. An .of f i cGr de cla r ed h i rns r:: lf vlfill ing to do 
this and gave his word of ho nour as an o f f ic e r to l ook .qf t e r . t hem a nd 
to return t h ::nn at the r-;nd o f t he v oy age. T!No closed c a nvass bag s 
fi l l ed with a rticles vr :~ rc-; t here u pon hnnd0d t o h i m. Neith.J r t he bags 
nor t he a rticle s contain;;d t here i n have ove r be 1.:: n s een a ga i n . 

Shortly a fto r t he articles h R. d be e-n thus volunta rily 
surrendt; r c d, a s ear ch whilG the inte r nee s were · on e xe rcise vv as made 
o n t hi s a i1d the Upj::e r -~~o, 3· D'-J c k , s i mi lar to tha t o n t he No. 2 De c lcs, 
On t h i s oc c asion art ic les li ku toothbrushes , toot hpaste , P'-' r sonal 
l e t te r s a 6 pho tos disa p ';ear cd a long si de vvi t h 'Nhat fount ain-pu ns, 
valuab les~ p0 ncils, and s o on, ware l e ft ove ~;- .. · 

A si mi la r search was also mad u ~ n the Itali a n Dec k 
( Upp~:r No. 7 r~1roop Do c k ) and tho d -:: ck below where refu gee s we r e 
qu arte r od o n on0 of the f ollow i ng days. 
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(4) P~ rsons ·~t -are da pri vad of t he ir '" r ist-watc he s , 'Nodd i ng 
ring s and othe r a rticlJ s while on e xercise on do c k . Th_; y we r e oft0n 
soarch3 d bodily whon t hey r <.:i turn;; d fro m e x :J rcise . Othc·rs 1VGre i nt o r 
c ;.:; ptc d by N. C .O. s a nd soldi (; rs on t heir vv ay to t hG hospita l, to t ho 
wash rooms or the l av a tori e s a nd often forc 0fully r J li -s v :::; d of any 
pe rsonal articles . I nt0rneos who had vo l unte e red to assist in t he 
sto,r v - galley or in other work vr .:;rB de p riv ::d of a YJ.y a rt i cle s of val ue 
1•Jhilst doing th~ ir work . · 

Oth<J rs wc:rG s ea rch: .. d ':'! h~n t hay w :~'?t t.o _fe tc h their 
hamrnoc ks o n t h ; s -:; cond day of t he voy age . "!h..;'1 prot(; sts we re utte re d 
o :r o f.f ic0 rs asked for, t hrea ts 'Nith weapons ''d r o i mmed i a t e l y ;nado . 

( 5) D17ri ng the •s e searc hod _reli g ious ga r ment s , J o·wi sh vcs t 
rr.cnts , pr aye r bo oks , bibles , phy lact·ori c s, vv o r e t aken away or torn . 
On applic a t i o 'l o f t he int~~ rne d Chi- of R~bbi, Lt . ~!.a lony retu r ned sorr.0 
of t ho se v ostmGnts, but during one of the ;folloviing ni g', : s t hey we r e 
again c arri ed away by s , r geants a nd not se e n a gain. Some of t hs se 
vDstmc nts had bcd ns av e d fr om burning sy nagogu e s i n Naz i Ge r many . 

(6) Tho intu r netJ s 1 ruprcsenta t ives· re pe a tedly brough t this 
sta te; of affairs to t ho notic.o of offic .J rs, 8-s king for i nt -:~ rventio n . 
Tho offic e rs ma int aine d, howo v e r , t bat the se nt ri e s were un de- r orde rs 
a nd within t heir ri gh t to s ea rch a t any ti r.~e . Col . 8cott who was i n 
c har ge of t ho milita r y o n boa rd ship informed t he dec k le a ders of 
the inte rnee s t hat he h a d porsonally ordered t hJse confiscations 
ac ting on Wa r Off ic e i ns tructions and t hat a l l p rope rty ''vould be re 
s terre d to t he i n t v rnee s . 

Whe n a s t a t e ment ·to t h at e f fe ct was s ubmitted by t ho 
d0 c k leade rs, Col Scott hat it re turne d with i nstructions t hat he 
would l oc k the dec k l e a d.:.: rs i nto tho shi p 's prison and hand t hu:-n ove r 
to t ho Australi a n a uthori ti o s i n irons, ::f the re prese nta tive s should · 
u nd (; rtake to -submit f u rther l e;t t e rs of this kind • 

.A.s :cegard s t ho s u se.arc..hG s, many s t a t emu nts have bee n 
put o n record to co nfirm t his . 

(1 } The i n t e r nee s had been offici a lly i nfo r med in the 
Ene; l i sl: c 9-r.'lf' S t hat t hey we r-.::.: pe r mi tte d to t ak0 80 lbs . of lpggag e 
with tram . For ma ny i nt e r nee s wh o had f l ed .from t he Nazis out of 
rto r :na ny _. Ho l l a ncl , Be lgium, t he se 80 . l b s . of l uggage constituted 
nearl y all the ir whOl"'r; v-v itbal . 

(2) On b o ardi ng H, -, 1\ 1 1 DU1\T_;; RJ~, '; t h ...; l n t e rnt, c S 'lTere de 
p r i v c/l of the ir .::; nti re l uggage for the du r a tio n of t ho v oyage . ~e 
re a t v d e.p cl :L~ a ti ono to off ice rs to ro turn t he m a t lv a s t s mall hand 
l ugga ge or ot pe rmit t hu m to t akG necess a ri e s out of t he ir trunks 
we re r·c f uso r:l , From t he v o rry begi n ning of t he ,journey t h0 inte rnees 
saw t heir tr>unks t h rown into care less piles o n t he opo n de c ks . The 
trunks hac'i be·J n forc ed oren , most of t hem ha d be;::n sl'3.she d ope n w.i t h 
bayone ts, t h0 conte nts r a ns acke d we !'e. pa rtly lyi ng ab ot:.t o n d Jc k anc'l. 
i mpc r tan+ documents, o , g . Ame ric a n :tmrr.i g :ra tion pape rs, we 1'e b lown 
abou t t he deck and 1-nto t ho sea . The conte nts of many c a s es h ''ld been 
ti ppe~ out a t r and om and f ati gue pa rties of i n t e rneos had to cle a r up 
t r ... c heap whic h had be :; n e x rcse d to se a s p r ay and r a i n , Solc5 J c :;.•s 
openly poc k0 t ed a rti c l e s from t hat hoap , 

La t u :r t h G be long i ng s W:':J !YJ take n into a l ugga ge 1•o om 
wtic h was , hovve ve :r, net t her> locke d nor se a le d , Duri ng t he .antire 
voyage ur to t he f~rs t /~ustrali 9. n pc:rt so :J:~goants an d rrivatos vvere 
again a nd again s e n as tho y c me r g0 d !'rom t h e lugg nr;e r oom l OEtc..'le d 
with a ll kitds of obj ecta , It ~lso a ttracted a ttonti on t hRt sc1~eantA 
we :r0 l:l ~ d denly w;r;Lti n~ with E; xpo ns~ve fountain rcns a n4 t ha t a tyre 
wr· :l. t·~ !l, be l onging to a n inte rne .:; 1 wa t:3 se~;.~ .n in t he Jrd~ vly :qoom , 

( 3 ) Mo dicamc; nts a nd rr.e dlo a l i ns t:t1umen t s were t ake n from 
t Le luggag e c f i nt e r ne -; s a nd ; ·whore t heyw e re not tb ::-.cw nDV~pboard , 
c ffl~i ally use d l r. hosp i t a l . 
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(4} La r ge quanti+.ies of pe-rsonal l aund'ry , ··rncluding ga rroonts 
and SO<fP":,·-o-rigi nati ng from t he internees 1 luggage t ha t had bEtel\ 
fo-rced, we r e brougbt to the messes in bunciles , and i nte r nees were 
or{lered to accept and· wea~ga-rments not belonging to them and obvtuus-
ly taken fro m thei r comrades . The internees re fU..Se-d to do this un
l ess the .. _p-ro-]jl.rty could be i dentifi ed beyond doubt by th.a owner . , The 
e ntirff''"lack of soap or other c l eansi .ng rna t _e ri a l made it i mpera tive t~ 
a:cc e P t odd pie c e s of so a p take n out o f c a s e s • 

( 5) When the luggage was XB"'tu.rne<l i n the Australia n-ca.mp-s, 
it was asoo_rtaine.Q-a.nd wi tnl3sse d by t.ust r ali g ·n officers: 

(a) that a l a rge number of trunks had been ·wantonl y 
~~d a nd de~ed 

. (b) that t he con-i-~ '!J.t s of most c8.ses had be-en Wilfully 
..i.nte rf'e-re.d--- Wi th . 

(c) tha t harol.y--anything""_o.i' -'Value had re ma·i n~ d .in a U..Y 
of the many cawS-Ope ned 

1 
· (d) ·tha t a g r eat quanttty of ga.T'1'l'Bn~ books...,_pe.:rsonal 

lau.nory, toilet uterrslls , ana quanti ti -::: s of oth.-;r goods we re rr.iss1ng 
(e) t hat a o.ons:L.derable mimb0r of important and i rre ~ " 

pJ_.ac.e..a.bl. ~t s we ro mi ss l ng . 
(f) that a number of trunks and suit.."lF.l.:> ·3S had di.sap-oo-a.~ 

entirel~ 
(g) t hat some c asas contain-.Jd rrierelv mi.Jwd-a~clos in 

a soiled state not be.longi ng to t he owne'!'--O.f the--pa.se, the wholo of 
the: -~nte-nts being lost . 

From tho outset our status a.boa:r{l the HDU~ZR-4. 11 v,ras ill
define d. The s ol-di e rs optJnly expree-s-ea· t he belief that we were pEtl>a.--'" 
chu.:tists or , in any c ase , prisoners of war . Th(; -t-:re-a--tJre-rrt--ooalt out 
was ac-c-o-rd..i.ngly . Tha internees we r e address ·..: d with t he vil8st curses 
only . Fo:_r days the ofi':Lc c rs re-fused to list-;::1 to t hG i nte:rnG ·~ s' rG··· 
:P:resentatives a'bout-i;he many threats and bodily---punishiT..ents d0alt out 
indisc-rilni.natc.ly by N .c . 0 . s and w n on e very bcc.asi-on . Ord0rs of 
every kind w~re given to t he a~niment of loaded rifles with 
bayonets fixed . Kicks and hits with rifl ':.J bu tts ..-~e re a daiJ.Y. ooc.urr .... ·
ence , Arry attemnt to seak r e course wa s roughly frust:rA.t ~;d . The 
slightest reason wa s go-oO c no u gh to provo kc punishment on t he spot 
by sentric s without any inve--s·tiga-+ion or chqnce of redress . 

Tho elderly i nterne es and thos2 who h8.cl gonJ through 
t he seveT() tre atment a t the hand of Naz i ng·: nts i n &:rma:1 conccnt-rati.o-n 
camps before they had . .found refuge in ~d . became so despondent 
that they hid away whenCJ v e r a unifo-rrr: c·arr.e i nto s i ght , p artLcUlarly 
in po-rt's of c all whur~ drunkenness amongst tho guards- made i t i mposs
ib~e to fo-re-s<:Jc wha t t he next moment r.1i ght bring . The brutality ·of 
mann:::rs and methods displayed was such tha t t alk of suici de wa s current, 
and, a s is known , one i nterne.:~ e hose this w'J.y out . IJ.1b"' mat-.;ri al lo-s-ses 
oxper-iencad from th0 h:;gi n '1ing_, coupl.:-;d with t ho hourly hrcat of 
seve rG punishment , producG-D an a-tmo.sphe re of fo.a-rful a pt;rrehe-ns.ion, in
to nsifio d by tho fe .j ling of u ~-. te r he 1 pl.G ss ne--ss at the m:.: roy of uni
formed reprvsentatives of a country whic h h8.d h..:: rsc l f give,, the i nt·: rn
ees re-fuge from the prose-cution of the Nazis , and to whor.:. th.::ir loya~ty 
had been proved in moi\1 t han one way .. Any proti.J st made to of:fice-rs 
and m;n on t he grounds of human dignity and t he position as rrfri~ndly '' 
enemy aliens, prov~d to be victi.ms of Nazi opp-ression by Briti sh t;ri b
unals, we r o i gnored . 

Su.spicion .as rJ.@.rds t ho i nt·.;rnc(_;s '.vent so far as to 
accuse thum of attempted arson whe n a pi.:;c c of rag which h11d 'Dc·Jn 
wral)te{l a rou·nd a stcul-c ncased lamp.-burning a ll night to -protect · the 
sle·e l§le~ from the continuous glare start'..;d smoul.d·.::ri n.g . 1.t ••ras 
q_uickl-:r "QU.ll..:.d do\"l"n. and •uat c r \'Ias -pou'X'Cd ov-~ 1:' it b :J the int..::rPC::~.:: Yvho 
slept beneath it, but t he pungo nt smc ll attrac ted t ho s c ntry · An in·· 
vestigation was bG ld and t he ha r mlessness of t ho case quic kly ost'J.bl·-

t ...... , ~ .; n-'- '' rnce ').s'ncd t.o t 'na sa\.;\!".f~~.c"':':ion oft.':~~ Co-rr,·mandcr . l\r;:;v-;;r >-l~i..~S~ , on..,":'-'-
,,Ps ., .. ·:- ·'pi .. o th," · .. ·~,r , '= J:a:i{ l')n J~, ,r--l""oo . tl·l ,~J .. L ·1 .. •1 t'tJ'·..' ~ .. ~ .... ;J •.J-J.'i.f: 7 .. 

1 
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1Austr?lia lato:r spok~ ·o f an atte mpt to s .Jt f;brc to t J1e shi p , ':'G 
were ac,.,.used of at t ampt ad mutiny a lmost al l th~ tL.1.::: , although no 
e~fort vre.s sp-ar':1d on t h- part of t bc d·.;clr l:J acLrs (i , f: . th3 i ntern>;- , 
e:.; st ;rep:rcscntatlv~Js) to 1r~; ;p pG opl-: calm and to a voicJ. .anything which 
m:J.ght b ::.w ·.; ' )c.:.;n i n~ (; rpr.r: +:·J d "s an ac t of provocai:lon, 

As spcci n.l i ns t qnc.::,s of ill-tr3t:> t vr!r;nt cart b ::: cit:.:d the 
following · 

(1) During t h.: ·:; x : rcis-:: s t h -; i nt.::rnc.·~s HC rc p ·she d by 
officers, s . rgo a 'lts , and pri va t G s , b r~ ate n , c:l :ri V 3 11 a long 1':1 t h t he 
butts of rifls s a nc:l oth-! -r:t·ifi S·..: i ll-trc r:o,·:-,_; d . 

(2) Duri ng s:,s_:rch.:s :?.i.'ld confisc f:!t ions of all kinds int0rn
u:; s ~IGN :..>2a t en and 0 ~1 SO'J:0 occasion stai)b::.d vlith bayonQts. 

(3) During negotiations a0out confiscat<,;d valuables t ho 
-dock loade-rs ri.Jr€ thrcB t ::;Y1;d ,·f i th t'JJ ounk.r· and irons~ 

( 4, ) Chi..d Ra 1.h2. Dr , i:hr~ntreu who had wri t t en to t he Comm
and .. J:r. iYJ a rGligious : ... ~-c-·~s r , ··ra s V·!ar n~d by Lt . I)I Neill t hat he wouJ.d 
hang him a t t he ~.;a st, s1.v i ng him by his bea:rd :round th~ :::3. st, t h row 
him ov~rboar·d and thJ l.i k~ . 

( 5) 1''he n a so-c all::;d spoon mossago h[td 'ix~ ·:; '1 found , tho 
i ntcrnv·3 s ~!e :KJ thJBaten·~d with the curtailm<dnt of food and light, 
unlJ ss t h::; person re sponsi blc conf0 ss .:: d . 

(G) Si :::il a r st8ps w; re a nnounc ud wh~ n it ' 1 9. S all.:; g.~d t hat 
some knive s had V '3. nis h:.. d fro:-: t hC; k i tchc n . . 

(7) Tvvo i nt:1rrc: .. s ·Nho had ·0E::n fou11d out of bound s. were 
tied to a pos t ·;;y Lt . onrc ill'"'ho vias R.Dpo.rentl;j; i n a sta. t ;;; of 
drunkcnn3 SS , insult'3 d '' ith wo rds such as 11 G·.; r man J .: rish s•·r i nen , ;'sons 
of l}..:r!'l".an Jewish dogs'' , a nd on~· of t hs:::''! 1S ·u.:.a t en until hG b lo0. 
Hi s scr·-~a:· s of pa in could bs hz.ard fro_m afar , 

(8) 1-.n i nt::rnc;, who was k::;pt i n hospU ;.al·on ac count of 
rr:cntn..l -d is~.a sc: , and who at·i>:..rr.pt :.d to L ave t h:) ship a t .0lbourno , 
in m absur·d disgui s0 , W'J. S maltreated by some s~rg.:;. ants i n the 
most; 1Jruta l manne r i rr::::tgineablc snd bu a ton uncortsc1ou,s . His bloo0-
stcl1nod shirt was shoprn ~>y C'!p+. , Burton to rol. Scot·::. • 

. c subr.:i t t h i s :ntJmo:r'ftndu ;:: ~oy rJtuest of His E.xc.;ll3ncy 
tho High -commissio~uc r o'f the Unit:.:J d Aingso;;: , 

It s t8.t..;s to t b·., bJst o f our lmo'·tle de;c a tr·_lG ac ~"' ou:1.t of 
conditions pr:rv ailing o n H • . : . ~C . 11 D'UN.C:::R}, :; duri11g our tx·ans p ortation 
to Australi a . ·ir.a h8.v ·~ co .... . _-.;ctv d matv :rial as c vid.J nca fror:: fJ l l9w 
int;;:rne.;s '"ho ar::: propar~:. d to sw•.;a :r to i ts ac c uracy . 
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!J..~e~e.E~l _,Of.f)ce ~ -~eg~~ )~P.~~rr~nt..s._P.H.\..)? ... ,.Q~J!l~~ _;E_;~~~e r~ j?~~:..a'0d . . 
The into rnee . . . . .. 
appea rs be fore me the: undersi g ned . . . ' . . ' .. 
He dec laro d t hat he was p :re}lared to make state-ments afte-r L.av:Lng 
been tol d that t hese statements we r e to be submitted .to t he .h.ustralian 
or British author~tles ~ · 

I vvas deck cleaner .on H . I .~ . T ." !::JUN :~Rh. 11 
• • The cle ani ne; party 

had t heir separate daily ex(.jrcise on de ck . On July 23rd - Tuesday .. 
we went on ex3rc1se before t he other internees as usual .. Tha t was 
o.n the first day when .i.nternees were ordere d to turn up bare foot 
fer their iifuick wa l ks on deck . We had returned and the others had 
go1~e up for t heir exercise at about ·J.o o 1.clock when the soldiers came 
do·Nn to our deck (Uppe r No . 3 Deck ) , They searched all pockets of 
the clothing left behi nd . They took severa l t h i ngs i'~om t he pocke ts 
a nd t rn:ew t.he clothes on the floor . I . had stayed on the lfPPer No. 3 
Leek so that I wa s witness to these pr·oceedine s . The articles t aken 
out of t 1l 8 pockets we re put in sacks without being l is t e d '• 

. , I a l so saw .tha t a soldier refraine d from ):Jutting a n:t·ce 
fount a:ln ·pen o.nd a propelling pencilinto t he sac k , but put t hese 
artic les i .n his own poc:Ket after having examine d t hem care:tully·, 
Ravi ne; sd'en t h is I went to a Sergeant who was standing on the stair
case a~d of whom I believed - ~nd still believe - t hat he was in 
charge • 1 said to him in English 11You know that your man is s tealing 11 

Meanvvhile the H1te 1•nee s returned from their e xe rcj.se • A body search 
was made a t whlch t his Sergeant took part. as well . Upon my addre ss 
he turned rour{d and sai d "Fuc k off , fi l t hy p i g 11 or somethine; l j_ke 
that . I have ·to add t hat I was indee d dirty , alt hough merely because 
I had c orr:e ba 'c k from c l eani.ug the dec k which he s h ould have notice d 
particularly as my hands were still wet . There wa s a quarrel; I 
declared t hat I want ·ed to . see an Officer . Upon t hat he took me up 
t o t he space i n front of t he kitchen - whe1•e t he sta:trs led up to 
t he oven dec k . This space wa~ enclose d by barbed wire . He went 
away ilrl<'l. l.>etlu•l!ed a fter about 5 minutes ; , me anwhile t he soldiers had 
done wi t h t heir search and came u~ ~ .. Hav i ng returned t h e 8ergeaut 
told me 'fh{3- t I coulJ.e50 • No C'f.ficer could s ee f1liB a t t he moment. I 
'Nent back to t he Upper No~ 3 :Jel:rk ~ 

0n t he . same. day I was to t ake an ove rcoa t to the hospital 
for whic:t yttr•po8e [ had to pass over t h e staircase me ntione d previ ou.JJ-..... 
l y and over the open . dec k . I wai ted at the fence i solating the 
stai:r•case from the livinc:; quarters-of t he inte1•nee s . The Serg eant 
co.me downstair::l wi t h two so l dioNl and said 0 I am just c omi ng to look 
for you" ; I polnted out tha t 1 was to take an overcoat to the 
hos pital ; :He took· t he overco~t away from me - whic h has ne ver been 
se·e D a e';ai n as far as I know ; it belonged to • . . • . . - and ordered 
"Corm along11

; taking me :i n t he opposite direction down to the stores . 
On the 'Nay he hit me in . t l; e fa ntJ several times and d:lmstai rs i n the 
room i r front of our s h i p ts p-rison cells he handc uffe d rr:e tying my 
:ta nd s · to my b ack and seht away the i nternees prese n t . Then he took 
rr,e to s. cell . There I was hit with hands and fists by h i m and an-
o t he 11 ~.ol die r~, a t h ird soldier with a d rawn beyone t being p re 8e n t • 
While dying so the 0erge an t s a id : !! Now you wi l l be f tlCking: sorry 
for it" r ~;:hen he had gone, the sold ier who guarded me hit my fe et 

·with the bt.'l.tt of t he ri fle be fore he also left rro . That was a t about 
2 p . m. , wbe n the hospital party went on dec k . At 7 p . m ... my handc uffs 
we re t aken off, and I received a piece of bread from t he Sergeant . 
Next day I was only given·breakf'as t and supper, r-either lunch, nor 
tea •. 0n T"Jursday l:e took me u ps t airs round a bout breakfas t t:I.me : 
t urned rr:e round and in~cted rr;e to see lf I had any bruises, He 
de<;lareo 11 You look all. ri c:;ht 11 • An hvur after that I was le d to the 
shower bath and the:lre l e ased4 I had no blankets i n the bunkEir, but 
lay o n tLe bare wood in mY trous-e rs . 

on t he same 'lay ..;. i Je . July 25 - I put a ll tbis down i n 
my Dipry . · . · . 

· en July 26 - Frida y - 9.t about 9 .• 30 'after b1~akfast· I was 
brought be fore· t r..e Lieute nant-Colon~d whose namA •1 was uc-ott ::l.s I 
learr-e.d later , I was questioned , but when I wanted to defe nd myse l 1' 
he s a :I.d to me 11 3hut u p , you have not hing· to sa-:r here" anc 11 Slmt ur, 
on17J t alk ' IV hen you. a re .a ::lke d t o " • 

e 
a 

( 

t 

P. 

, I 
'. 
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Whe 11 asked, wi tne rs said: 

I was not only asked to wa:ii.t with Icy' answer, but the 
Lieut.- Oolonel never even listened to me . I was accused of having 
said in front of ' the Sergeant (in English t ~) "Come on, boys~ let~s 
rush a t them11

• No wri tte11. report of this incident was made. 

Whenasked, witness continued: 
. ' 

I. did not see that anything was put to paper in my p resence. 
The Lieut. - Colonel sentenced me to 28 days close ·confinement, among · 
the m to 7 days bread and wa t·:: r . This so nte nee was never put into 
practice . The Sergeant gave orders that I was to be g iven full ration 
as all the others; and it was done . However, he told me at breakfast 
"I am giving you what the others are ge·~t ing; but in case an officer 
comes down and asks, tell him you are getti ng bread and water". 

While being in close confinement, we were allowed on~ shower 
bath a week , but had no chance of washing otherwise . I ·was given 
blankets after 4 days . While in the shower ba th I succeeded i n 
ge tting a message to my friends who sent me my overcoat and a few . 
blankets. In Cape Town , however, the 3ergeant was so d runk - as in 
fact he frequently was - ·that we were not g iven anything to eat for 
24 hours . We c a lled through the gates for the quart ermaster who 
f etched an Officer of the ship Ts crew (blue uniform), he then made 
it possible for us to ~et. somethi.ng to eat . 

Our treatmei"J.t improved from Cape Town onward, we got mo:be 
to eat, were allowed to go to t he room in front of the cells fer at 
least one; hour daily and had a chance o.t: washing . Whilst we vvere in 
the buiTke·r, I s·aw through t he bars that tvvo boys of the ages between 
16 and 20 we re beaten up by Lieut . O' Neill . He was completely drunk , 
a nd t he soldi.ers accompanying him were in· the sa1113 state . That was 
in Cape Town Har•bour . He isaid :in German: 11 Du ·bist ein swine und 
dei n Vater is t ei n sw ine 11

, a sentence which he re pea ted several times: 
probabl y owing to his drunken condition . Then he challenged one of 
the boys to box with him . He couJ:o sca:roely stand. At any r a te, he 
hit one of the boys wi th his fists so hard tha t t he boy c ollapsed 
and had to be lifted up by a, soldier . · We vve :re b awle d at not to look 
out again . 

These statements were put down in the continuous presence 
. of both the wi tne·ss a nd • • . • • . , . • following up • .. • •• 1 s statement~ 

read thr•oug h by him , t hen re ad out to h im , acknow le dged and signed 
by hi m as . follows . . .. . .. 
Statement made by •... · . . •• .• 

On th~ lOth of July I was sent togethe r wi t h about EOO 
o t h ers to Liverpool to be emba rke d on H . lv~ . T . n DUl\JERh;' . I was 
quartere d d> n t he Lower No . 3 Troop De ck . I a cte d during the _journey 
as Deputy Deckleader and as such I was present a t most meet.i. ngs 
with the officers in c ha r ge of us . . 

From the moment we c rune on board personal propert y of ours 
was indiscriminately con.fiscated by t he soldiers ana N. C. . O. s guarding 
us and we were submitte d to t he most humilating se a rch.es . 0n 
July 15th we hea r d t hat a generak search had been carried out b.y 
N. C. o . s and men on the Lower No . 2 Troo:t Deck while the inte rnees 
CJ.Ua rte red there were on deck for their brie'lf walk . In this search 
nearly everything of v alue still remaini ng-had been t ake n aw $-y. We 
had reason to believe that a similar search would t ake place on our 

... .deck the next day and as we feared t hat a g re a t deal of the p·i~operty 
confiscated i.n such a search might 110t be ·returned to its owners ·, 
we decided to take · precautionary actiorif? . 

Early in the morning of t he 16th of July I approached Sg t . 
Mat tinson who had on v a rious occasions shown a n apparently helpful 
d i spos ition towards us and I asked him whether h e considere d it ad.
v1.sable f or us to collect all remaining a rtic l es of v alue such as 

' .. 
docu.ments, ide nti.fication papers , founta in pe-ns, cash .. watches, &c . , 
and to entrust t hem to the c a re of an officer . ilgt . Mattinson 
~plied t ha t :r ... e woul d speak a bout this .with the officer in charge 
a.nd would let me know .as so0n as he· had done so . 
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J.bot1.t a. '-!11 9-.J.'te l' of ar_. hour J_~te ·x.· Br.t. Mu t't~r~~·Jn ·.~.·<",-t •rr.~o e.r.d 
told me that an officer wa s willi ug to t a ke c har•ge of t he va l ·.J..able s 
of ours but that it was im}Je-L•l:l.-tlve that all these were collected and 
h.ande d over before 9 0 t c :Lock; the sa 1m morning • J~ t t he sa rre time he 
supplied me with 2 canvas bags for that pur~oso . Mr; .• i •. ~, tte 
oeck leader, and I myself imm3diately instruc·t:ed - the vartous meso 
captains to prepare the articles in question an~ nearly everyboay on 
the deck took . advantage of the offer rrade. Nearly all mess captcdns 
,:repure.J.- Je"'tail.B-d l ists of the items to be gtven up, b€1fore handinr: 
them over~ The ba~s vvere then tieo . u.p and Mr .•.. '~''f? na.me, mes~ 
and Int• No. were clearly marlced w+ th an inuelible penail 1H eay_Q 2·ation 
them and a wooden label was also tied to each of them~. 11 .c>-s t 
• Sgt. Mattinson came down to OU!' deok a t a .. bou.t 9.30 o l cloc k 

on the same morn1.ng a nd asked Mfl; 1., • , • and m:rse l f to ta~ the 'D c..e:.~ 
on deck for the puwo~e Qf handing them to the of:fioe r who had de-
c~a.red himself willing to lt>ok afta-ri th~:tm. . 

On deck we were met by Lt . Tinnine; o·f t he J... M. P.c. ana w ~ 
~e;a.in discussed the whole action wi-th him . He :readily agreed t<:J 
k-Jep the bags in his custody for thEJ du!la.tion ll f the voyage · and gave
us his word of honour as an office :r1 ttj.a t he would look after them 
and returtn th€7m to us when we arrived at our desti,nat ion. Mr, , 1 •. 
and myself then took t he 2 ba.gs t 0 IWii~t Ti nrrl. ng 1 s cabin where we 
u.epos i ted them. 

At a later date while we . hapvened to be on deck Mr ••••••• 
was b6-ckone-d by Mr . Tinning to which meeting I was summoned too. 
He informed us that he ha d to tl;la .., sfer the bag s to the ord-erly room 
at the re~uest of the commanding officer. Further inquiries a bou t 
the bag s du~ng t he voyage produce d no new info rma tion. 

J 

The bags have up to now not been retu rned to us a nd I have 
been t!:iven to undarstand that the Au.stra.li-an mi l ita r y autho~tie~ 
stated that they were n~ve r hande-d over to t he m. ,ne 8 , 

I have seen the list of the contents of the 2 b ags which ha~f · 
been comrtled from the information given by t he forrr:er · mess c a ptai n f' he 
and I consider this list to give a fair laccoui:J.t of the p roperty ,ed 
contained i n" the ba gs. 1 -t -1 I 1 k 

I am prep3. red to rereat this statement on oa th if req·.J.i red . 

Atatement made by ..•••• . .. 
I was interne d o n July 2nd, 19 40,. a nd was sent to t he In

ternmsnt camp at Kempton Par k and later I was s e n t to Huy ton ne a r 
Liverpool. I had with rre certa in jewe l s i nherite d f rom my late 
g r a ndmoth-er which I pro duce d t o the off ice r i n cha r ge a t t he ge ne ral 
exa mination on the occasion of my arrival a t t he first mentione d 
c amp. The off icer exarr.ine d the jewels and returne d the m into my 
keeping . 

On July 9th I was informed. that I had to join a transp!!>rt 
f'QJ:l pverseas 'le'aving on the 'following day and wa s told to prepa re 
all nty belongings for this depa rture . My s ui t ease wa s collecte d 
and d~spatched separately. I was supplie d with a small bag f or my 
personal belonging s .. 

We left Huyton a t about 12 o :c loc k on July l Ot h a nd a r rive d s 
a t the Liverrool pier a t about 3 . o 1 clock . Ou r transport cons iste d 
o f about 500 men. I had my jewels with rm tn a li ttle j ewel box 
which I carried i n my - right i nner pcc ke t, Af t er havi ng vwai te d f or 
a bou t half an hcur we were u shere d o n t c the embarkation quay t hrough 
a na rrow gangNay. On thi s several serge ants a nd N. C . 0 . 1 s we r e 
s t a tioned who submitted 1:111 of us to a ri gi d b ody se a rc h . L.ll 
personal belongings we re t aken off us a nd. t h rown on he ars o n the 
quay , 

I was among the first to be submitted t o this s earc h and 
the sergeant who was de aling with rr:e f ov_nd the je wel hex d: n my c oa t . 
He wa nte d to place thi s i n his pocket, b u t I ob j e cted a r..d 8.sked him 
to c s ll his of f icer . 

" E.ea:c-i r:g our discussion an office:r a rrive :J f r• om t he d::c·Gction 
o f t l::e ship, H'.:: wore a bla nk blac k be re t wi'Gh a sL i_ver badge . I 
su.pt=-ose o f thG :rtoyal Tank C0 :t"'fS. J: i nformed t his offi cer in '1 g :pe a t 
hurry t hat t he jewels were r e :rresentil)g my whcle f ortune und ·i;hc:t t l 
had t;azen t bH:i VlitL me to s t art a new l ife ov erseas. 
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u.r..d s• i c· 11 YI..l.-.. 
r: t .. e ltt~~~ 1"" . 

• 

I !.ni'c •wod -::l.'!t -~~ .. : _e!: . .lor~ :f ·s .e.·~ wr::l thf!,, .,.,.,;ut·o,~n 
it tl;,) ~i : G.e~g~ll[it ·::ho ns t=l<J Sllrr~ tc L&.·.·~ i£>.::-en ~ rar:.C'l. 1'1..:1111) l!.;ta :1 

• .. 1,"-:r ",t~ ~r.li-:~ ot' the .3ac!'.:?t Ga,o;.rlc~. - t a i ~.~, f"'~r~."no:lr n:.a ..• ~e to 
·"C • • t\ ~">t• .... r. ~ = 1 at! to i:: -,., r_: .f! 1 ::.a r• c on.cv; na th-e ,' e ;ala ;la"i a D0¥0'"' 
:.) ::~. r1 ;:.oe tl.t=-t)d ri to me . 11r.~.. j .JW!:l ls c cr.::, i: t _. • 

•'. ~uj r t\f =~• r~t·.;·a 1 th hlg .,·im-onaa tHtd 
l v- ~ f"' a hi n..ed ln·ooci! 1 n tt.o u !:-. .- or· 12: .:.I()' a :::.o ·-. t ... ~til 

~ • j1l - ... ~ _. _ 

_ I}Wy ·:;.J:r::: va:..uej ir:. _,, 1t."ar.U.rJd ..... t .tf.:u't !.!.i{)O :H':!'!~, nnd 1- r:. 
s.n o ~1:· 1fSt1 11a·1a tl': .. ,a h :;~;~11 i.."·r.~m .:o!'...: e.r;, tu-: en my t¥'!!'...-..~A'i J 

hi.:-:ha :to "'!l.'o r- a~• ~ro~,, M;tc'3. :r ru:"l~ ca~ tr.r.t tl':.e oe ... l ...., .1i:..-....;, ci: t· .1:1 

.1'J ·;{I lid .!.ia s to= tree t. i n;r,. •na .,:. l!:.C , 
I :-1~"~YO alnoe beet; :t.olj tt .1l .. h11 :naru~ ot thf! offirJ~r .. n 

•:,,e ~r'l 1-.:.rn l :rtt Bl.."..lrl' bl~r .,., " s r: apt.a:::. u f! o 11.: .. o . B.? • 

+ 

. ~fto:;~r':'o jj be-or:. cr. ~cEI.r• . H, .T.'rr.w·J;RJ'." fr.ril.buut f;:.~·t
'".i~r.t, J ,.'A.:J 1.-=-.k.J::irj to B.ll) -:;he .;le iic.al Or leer. 'le P'J'Co..;IU:9L: b) 111--
-r-:r E•..:i.i t. ':l.sa ·..-t 1c ·~ t.e :! s:-.{}f. rru tc o;-·u·::-:. a in ..-1 a:' cf r.::: f.::i "ton~ .a 
"! ... JC tcP -· r.t: n'l"'Q !:"..2 r:!.<J d :::.-:; to ~ 0 :::.-ca i ::-J m~ J .... (!.!!.- 'S '~P'" j__ i3!! - Or' :r..a ac ~ !.. 
H X t l'tl ["'jJ :E.LO "'t3.,1:"9 e Xi...:l"t;A C • \'/l':.£1 n I i ;·.t :)l'!'I:Ki d !:.1::: t .. ·· t _ " a ::0 t ,. 
'H3!.c .1 COC:":C: .; 1 • .: ",f3.:., ~liaCLt"• c.:i;:-.'t<: i L:~t 1.1l ·,-:., t:r1 :i'6 tr. o•>er m/ .,11 t -
G •::o suCI "tsJ{'? :_j, ffJw :~:":Jon-· tc: ;:: · -ir-118 c...-..t ct· ...... _ :=1 :·':l:t :n::r 
a·_: -:oa!'e !l.f•3i fA in,.:~ li!:l ft it iu 'hi a c:·. -1.,r-u . '1'1:-.o au:::. JC~s .J a 1"'.1 Lurna,.:: 
to i:ite ~:·tar my ar···l 'i!1.- l:::.H.,.~, s.n·:l c.n t:pe1. Jl~- u·~·.·;J~~-·~1 tlat 
r!~rt • in smal -...~:.~luab_e~,; r:a~l beer~ t.!l.II'.Sll out •,r,.Lj:: •;;e:t•a '=! ti __ l L1 ::!. t 
',f' t~'jJ J ::::""•::U·;•ncd i-:; i::':ltO ttl~ C:hS.:t;•ga 01 t;j£1 •. OC . 1 Orrt·•ar. I;QSO 
· .1lu.u'::rl.r...:! :::on!'1 :"to: tl :J '~ J • .11 ., ... e ti a :r 'i'llJ.let; ·.~·1 l ·.W&;:J r c!l -.a_,~ 

~ Q1Llfl=' • 
:..,..,. tl~t:!:U'Cd t o: ~.-Blr.B t:::~a sh.tat:"ial''~ a-:. o··tn 1 J. .. rt·~!..:~c. 

--- _.,. .... _______ -..... _ _,_. ______ ....... ________ ._.... ___ ~...._ 
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