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WITH THE 10TH AUSTRALIAN FPIELD  AMBULANCE i

1% | |

"YHE OREAT WAR" OF  1914-1918. H

98/6/18. Our party of 27 rank and file, commanded by Major Wheatland, embarked on
Transport "A 11" (Asecanius), of the Blue Funnel line, today.
The 38th Battalion is expeoted on board in a oouple of days, and in the
meantima, we are to pet tha hospital in order.

lG/O/.I.S. Wa had leave yesterday evening, so Roy Duokett mnd I spent the evening at
home .

27/6/16, We had leave again yesterday evening so I was able to spend the last even-
ing in Mslbourne and the evening of my 26th birthday, at home.
The 39th Battalion from Ballarat eame on board this morning and we "sailed" ]
this afternoon; there was a very large erowd to see the boat off, that |
seotion which ochiefly interested me, being Mother, Trina, Fred, Max, Kelth '
Bainbridge and Miss Kitty Clydesdale, while other friends were there to see
Boy Duckett off. Ales Kelso got'down in time to see us off and wish us
"bon voysgs'.
Captain R. Button and Corporeal Besil Davies are on board with the 39th and
C. Bosks iz on the Dental Btaff so old H, C. is fairly well represented.

28.29/8/18, We were fortunate in having calm weather yesterday for our first day ocuts
wa have run into very rough weather today whioh has put most of the boys off
thelr menle,

30/5/18, Admitted to hospital today with some abdominal trouble.

1¢2/6/16. In Hospitsl. Weather very bad,

3/6/16. Discharpged from Hospital today; feeling fit again. Weather improved.

4/8/16. Becond Sundey at sea., Church service this morning. Boat still rolling
' heavily. Praotleally sure now that we are taking Cape routs which means
| that our dastination is Bngland or possibly France, which latter is not

probable hommver, as it is hardly IEon d. Division would re-mobolise
thern. Far from used to Hemrooks yet.

_s/s/m. Want on hospitel duty for four days today. Weather much better. S8peaking
with B, Barter who 1s returning with 3rd. Div. Sig. Co.

!/G/l.ﬁ- Find hospltal duty no sineeure, for the ward is well filled all the time but
3 improved meels while on the job goes a long way towards compensating for a
1ittle work.

5-8/8/10. Finish hospital duty =~ not sorry - numbers of patients with ptomaine Nllﬂlh’ls.
from tinned stuff, Submarine alarms and exeroise daily now.

9/6/16. Btrain musole in shoulder while boxing with Duokett, Our dinner arrangesments
| with.ona of ths under-stewards knooked on the head by chiefesteward - bad lueck
to him.

Lo-lz/e/m. Had 1ittls to do bar write letters. Have been stewing French and Germsn in
& desultory fashlon on the shanee of it being useful later.

‘ Heur today by wireless that Eusaians have captured 71,000 prisoners, also of
sinking of British battle-ship"Hampshire?
Do my washing whieh is an awkward job on board,

8/8/i6. a1 port-holea painted black and kept shut at night which makes the deck very
hot and olose.
Shoulder keaps me quiet as far as boxing, eto. goes.
8tart on slokeparads orderlie dutlas which is a niee easy job for the next 4
deys, but hops in the event of arrival at a 8. African Port in the meantime,
that it won't stump me for leave that may be golng thers.

14/8/18. Yesterday svening, it belng very hot in the troopedeock, Duckett and I decided
to sleep on dack, but Just after we got settled on deck, it started raining so
ws dacided to risk sleeping in the isolation ward, for though out of bounds,
no inspeotion had even been made of it after "lights out™ up to that time.

About 11 o'olock, the ward was raided by Oaptain (Dr.) Darevin and we were

e ———




15/6/186.

16/6/16.

47/8/18.
18/6/16.

19/8/18,

L:/a/is.

P/G/la.

placed under open arrest in company with 6 other members of our corps, who
had also "risked it", and moved out. This marning we were paraded to the
0. C. Troops - Colonel Rankin « who diamissed us with a ocaution after
"oraising us up” some. .

fle have a couple of B.- M. cases now so expeot we will be quarantined at
BeAs

Iiralau news of ocontinued Russian success and of continued repulse of enemy
et Verdun.

Weather been good last few days But it i3 blewing up rough again today and
in oonssgquenca, "Ports” are eloded night and day, so air on troope=decks ia
thiek enough to eat.

Wireless news of Kitchener's death.

Memorial Bervics to K. of K. of which I took m snap.
Sighted land at day-bresk this morning somewhere Scuth of Durban and we are
now bearing South aleng the coast to Cape Town.

Violent storm - high wind but not rough.

Reached Caps Town during small hours of this morning and lay off until daylight
when we moored alongside wharf in Inner Harbour &t about 9 o'clocks The "Medie",
whioch left Melbourne about a week before us, is moored neer us, as are two more
troop ships (Australian) and an Auxiliary Cruiser - The "lLaconia" of Liverpeol.
Recelve news Tor the first time of the battle of Jutland and the manner of
Eitohener's deaths As expeoted, on mooount of our two 8. M., omses, our boat is
semiequarantined, muich to our disappointment, and so it was with joy we weloomed
even a routs maroch through the town in the afterncon. Bverywhers along the
1ins of march w» reoceived a great weloome and frult ete, was bestowed on us in
abundenea by the people, Our party being as usual in rear of the procession, I
was able, without attracting notioe, to get into one or two of the shops and
gat 1ittla things I wanted; I had to do m bit of running to catch up the orowd
ngain as they were about £ mile mhead by the time I got fixed upe Through an
unole of Bdwards? of our party, we have been sble to arrange for "extras” to be
sent aboard for our mess.

The maroh mas very snjoymrble and we saw & falr bit of the town end its mixed
populeoe, Duokett, Howitt and myself sent ocombined cable today.

Expaot to ba hera three deys or so and then leave with other vessels = convoyed
by "Lasonia", Landed S. M. onsen today.

Went for & short "all-day” route mareh through the suburbs today and though we
laft the bout with 2 bisoults end a plece of cheese for the day's rations, we
fared very well as the people loaded us with plenty of eatables,

Today we went for a long routs-march right round the back of Table Mount,
passing through the Zoo and by Rhodes House and the monument ereoted in memory
of him, We went through the main street of the town both golng and coming,

snd so saw the elty propsr for the first time. We drew for wardeorderlle for
the day and Richls and Duckett wers the unlueky two, so were not with us today.
Two guns, one fore and thm other aft, were mounted on the boat today.

The Rhodes monument was well worth seeing and ma t of us took snaps of it) the
road up the hill leading round to the "Rhodes" Estate ls parfect and was made
by the native eleament of tha eonviots here« The view over the Town in the
aftarnoon wes besutiful = in the morning when ascending the clouds were so dense
that we ocould only see & few files in front of us, so we were unable to see
aught of town or sea. We were all busy "snapshotting®™ teday. About 180 men
from the AS4 Demosthenes which is quarantined and coaled néxt to us broke loose
this afterncon and, with few exceptions, got through the guard on the pler - one
of the exceptions was slightly bayoneted in the scuffle; most of them have now
been oollested and sent by lighter out to the ship which moved out into the Outer
Harbour thls aftarneon. A large perty has just been sent, from our boat, into
the town te osolleot any stragglers from thelr beat and our own.

Portugase troop ship - "Portugal” - came in today with troope for Portugese front
up Bast Afrioa wny; the Portugese troops are very small but lock hardy enough
in their light grey uniforms.

Another B. M. ease landed today.

The "Werilda” which left Melbourne two days befors us arrived here this morning
with the "Tunnelers Corpa" on board,

Nearly got "left" today., I was printing some snaps up on the boat deck when I
notieed all the troops filing off the boat and I just got into my uniform in time
to get off with the last of them - we hadn't expected toget off today. We didn't
go far fortunately, for we were all jolly stiff aftar our long march yssterday;

ws had dinner on the ericket reserve and marched back through the town which we
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[ found well filled with Aust. Troops off the "Medie" -~ they had just one hour's
1 leave; I saw Jack Brake and hed a word with him, '

! Bhortly after we got back to the boat, it pulled out into the Outer Harbour as '
| did the "Warilda", so that the "Medio" (A7), "Demosthenes™ (A 64), "Werilda" (A89)
and our own boat the "Aseanius™ (All), sre all lying out tdgether now and we
i expect to lenve in the morning oconvoyed by the "Laoonia". Caps Town with all
i its lights, baoked by the daork mass of hble llount locks very fine tonight, so
il I will just go up on deock and have another "gaze" bhefore retiring.

| 22/8/18. As expeoted, we 2ll welghed enchor this morning at 7.30 a.m. and steamed out
1 of the Harbour led by the "Laconia". At 12 o'oloock the boats took up their
‘ positions in two lines ~ the "Demosthenes” end "Warilda", falling in behind
the "Lacénia" on our Port side, and we ourselves falling baok behind the "Msdie",
The Dominion liner, "Port Philip", left Cape Town with us and seems to be sot-
ing as a soout 10 miles or so to starboard. All ships exeept "Laconin" are
seiling with lights out bar head mnd tail lighta,
Richis, Duokett and I were "dropped om" this morning for Hospitel washing-
fatigue whioh is "the 1limit" of a Job; we got to work right away as there
was no help for it and expeot to get through in sbout four days and then
have eight off to recover,
Good weather but e falr swell which is uu-ing a nasty roll,

23/8/168. No sign of "Port Philip" now = it has evidently gone on independently of our
slow=moving fleet.

2427/8/16. Fine weathor. Nothing of importance to enter. Finished our washing job,
. 8o toking it easy now.

28/8/16. Bhips have fog-barrels out for praotice today.

2030/6/18. Weather swelteringly hot. Passed Jap. steamer today. Duckett and I went
along to Hutton's eabin tonight and had & yarn and our first "spot" for over
a month, but, thie hot weather, I think we will be visiting him egain very
BOON.

1/7/16. Y. M. C. As ohap oame along and wanted Duckett and I to sign Kitchener's
pledge, but the weather and the memory eof last night's “spot" had an easy
vistory.

On Hospital eleaning fatigue - good job, just f-hour eamch morning, but it
only lasts two daya.

2%3/7/18. Crossed line todey and most of our ohaps were initiated in Hospital "Ante-
room”,

4/1/18. Our rear gun fired two shots today at barrel - very elose range but fire
wae falrly acourate; one could follow shell right to target so probebly
just "dummy shot". The pun made a fair row end gave the chaps sleeping on
deck a start.

Boxed Duckett to-night and got well pasted.
Visited Rup. Hutton again this evening and had a good yarn, ete. w!.t.h him;
he thinks we will arrive at Cape Verde about next Thursday.

8/1/186, Duskett and I descided for a second time to try  sleeping on deck last night,
end we were juat about as unlusky as on our first attempt. At about 10.30,
lights wers turned out at the mailn switeh, plunging the whole ship in dark-
ness and wa noticed that the same had oocurred on all the other ships;
of ficers made their way elong the decks, giving striet orders egainst lights
being shown end then to esp it all, the rain same down with a will and
soaked us, blankets mnd all, for we couldn't get down below thon or for some
time after. We learnt this morning that the resson for the " luro last
night, was a wireless message from some ship to the effest that a "susplolous
ship had besn sipghted.

Coples of the boet magasine, "Aseanian",issued today.

"

8/1/16. RBxpeoted to remoh Cape Verde todey; we sighted high mountains on both sides
at great distanee thls morning, but have not remshed any port.

7/7/16. Arrived at 8t. Vinecent, Cape Verde Islank this morning, but there seems no
likelihood of our getting of{ the boat here, =

Two light erulsers and & lot of small oraft in the Harbour. An Auxiliary
crulser left for Cape Town this momming,.

A lot of natives ocame out in row boats, selling thirdegrade print and bad
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1/1/18.
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b19/7/16.
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olgarettes, eto. - a few postoards is all they have worth buying.

It is emuzing to watoh the native fisherman at work; they chew the balt
(rew fish), and spit it into the water and then oatoh the fish in hand
nets or on three-foot lines on 2 f%. rods. ]

Dropped my Fleld Glasses on deck and broke small eye-plece = a luoky
.1.t of £".

Just ley at manchor all day. Went on night duty with Duckett last night,
but muet have prot a pleosa of bad meat for supper, for I have a touch of
"Ptomaina” and &m now in bed in night-orderlie's eabin.

8till in bed but feeling better,

Boats all left todey at about 1 e'olock and resumed old formation on
alearing port. : : :

We ere to wear life-belts during dey and have them handy at night, from
now ons ‘

Submarine guard put on today for remainder of voyage.

Up todry, but not feeling too fresh yet.
In tonight's ordsrs that we are to disembark apt Devonpert.

Faeling right again. Oo on Hospital elelnlﬁg fatigue again,

"Demosthenes” left fleet today and was miles away to starboard this evening.
No sign of "Demosthenes” now - believe it has gone to Canary Islands for
some small repaire to engines,

Passed a small Dutoh vessel today.

While & lot of the M. G. B+ on board were beinz veccinated this merning,
eame seross a friend of Kitty Clydesdales He remembered me, having met
me at the Tennis Court at Beymour = a Mr, Tayler, of Seymour.

14-15/7/16. Go on day-ward duty - fine weather and few patients so not mach to do.

18=17/7/18. Four Destroyers met us this morning and one took charge of each boat -

the eonvoy has now broken up and each boat is making for port independently.
The Destroyer econvoylng our boat is the "Larne"™ (Wo. 67.)
Pully and Biscuit - "Disenbarkation” ration issued.

Barly this morning a second Destroyer ocame out to oconvey us in,

We passed the Ediston Light House about 10.30, and arrived off Plymouth about
11 asm, and at Dartmouth at 12 o%eleok; we of the 10th F. Amb, were the last
to leave the ship ms we had all the patients to get off and the hospltal teo
fix upy we went by the third train which left about ® 0*Clock in the evening.
It was light for awhile after we left so we had a glimpse of the country,
whioh was leoking very pretty, before it grew teo dark., At Exeter we got
refreshmenta, whiah were provided and merved us by the ladles of Exeter and
very weloomo they were, We disentrained at & little station ealled Amesbury,
on Sallsbury Plains, at 4 o'eleok in the morning, just as it was getting
light, and thon had a two-mile walk to the camp, whioh seems to be nisely
sltuated, but is squivelent to "Isolation” mas there is not even a decent
sized village in tha vioinity, the nearest village being Amesbury, nearly twe
miles ewey; our quarters here are huts to accomodate 30 and one of these has
temporarily besn assigned to us - temporarily, becsuse we will mpve to our
proper ormp in a day or two.

There 1 a flying school near us here and planes are to be seen manoeuvring
round nearly all day.

The party of the 10th Fleld Ambulance which came by the "Beltana® have
arrived before us, and are at another camp not far eway from here.

At present we, from the "Aseaniua", are quarantined, as someons off the

boat has developed measels overnight, but it is a very "lese" quarantine, so
dosen®t worry us maeh.

We are told by Australisn troops we have spoken to, who have been here soms
time, that we will get four days disembarkation leave to London very soon,
and that the rule of the ecamp is "open eamp to vielt eny of the villages
within a four mile radius, every evening."

8ent Cable through Duckett's pecople in London and also with perty as
arranged befors, leaving.

Stonehenge is just a few minutes walk distant and in full view of the eamp.
Found on arrival here that it had been rumoured that our boat hed been
torpesdoed end all hands lost = hope such rumour has not reached Australia also.

|
|
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s "Jerks" this morning end & little bandaging practice after breakfast. For
the afternoon, asilx of us dedged the quarantine pleket mnd paid "Btonehenge"
a vielt; 4t is & very Interesting reliec and I met a past member of the
Kooyong Laorosse Club thers - a Seotsh College ohap named Grundy; he
played with the juniors awhile and was not well kmown te me.

Squad-drill this morning whieh Duokett and I missed, being mess-orderlies
for the day.

For somathing to do, Wheatland started us learning semaphore signelling this
afternoon.

22/7/16. Got our first mail from Australia.

‘23/1/13. Parade to service this morning, it being Bunday, and in the afternoon we
shanged cemp to No. 21, Camp and joined up with our party from the "Beltana”.
No longar quarentined of course.

Went to Lark Hill Cinema this evening. This eamp s kmown am Lark Hill Camp.

24/1/18. A l11ttle streteher drill this morning end this afternoon we went for a route
‘ march to Btonshenge and on through Amesbury.

The motor transport seotions from the show-grounds eamp arrived here todsay,
so we will pgo alonp to see Dawson and & oouple of the others, as soon as they
get settled,

26/7/16. 8ignalling and Stretoher drill this morning end thils afternoon a route march
through the villeges of Bolton and Durrington, the latter of whioh is of
considerable aige for round about these parts.

Went to a eamp ploture show in the evening.

2827/7/16. On fatigue (Z-P) with Duckett today and in the afternoon we went over to
the Y. M, 0. A. hut for a few minutes and feund on our return that all the
others had besn pald - our usual luck,

28/7/16. In eddition to missing our pay, R. D. end I were "had up" to Ord.-reom today
for being out of esmp when on duty end got"told off"by Wheatland = I found
it hard to keep a stralight face.

Party of 10th Fld. Amb, by "Wardilla" marsched in last night.

20/7/168. Went into Amesbury with R, D, and Howitt this afternoen and went over the
Abbay thers, whish we found small and uninteresting; had to walk home in
the evenlng as no ears were available and Duckett wes ill on reaching camp.

30-31/7/18. On works fatigue - easy job. Duckett still 111 and is to go to hospital
tomorrows.

1/8/16. R. D. oarted off to Hospital, Diagnosed "Influ," but he is much better than
he was last night, Clarrie Oreenwood and I did the stoking on the bath-room
boiler today.

2/8/16. Visited R. D. at Fargo Hospital today, as my job in oamp only teck a few
minutes to get through; found him none too good and expect it will be &

week or so before he rejoinas us = only saw him for a few minutes as it was

not visiting day.

Went to the plotures this evening and learned on return to hut that all the
boys mre going on London leave on Friday next, bar about 20 of us who are te
run a olearing Hospital for the 10th Bgde. which is now in course of con-
struetion. As the delay may meen that R. D. and I will get our leave together
later, I do not mind at all,

8-8/8/16. Expeoted to take over Hospital today but when I went to ses if we would be
moving this efternoon (Bat.), Captain Wheatland told ms we would not take over
until Monday and that five of us oould have passes for 8allsbury todey end
five othars tomorrow; we drew for pmsses and Ritechle, Greenwood, Caldwsll-
Smith (Sgt.), Howitt and myself drew the prizes for this afternoon. We hired
a oar and vot there mt 3 o%olook. In the afternoon we haed a look through the
Cathedral which wae a fine one, had a look through the town end spent & while
in the Soldisrs Club, in the counoil=shamber of the Tewn Hall where refresh-
ments and musie 1s supplied by ladies of B8alisbury. We had our first good
real for three months, at the "Red Lion" Hotel and afterwards went to the
Palaoe Varlety Themtre and enjoyed quite & good programme. On emerging
from the Theatre we found the town in abasolute darkness, which seemed very
strange to us as it is the first time we have been in a town since landing.
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13/8/16.

14/8/16.

15/8/18.

18/8/18.

17/8/18.

Sunday = Visited Duskett this afterncon and found him up again and
expesoting to rejoin us next Tuesday; tried to see something of the
wounded German prisoners there but ocould not see much &8 we were not
allowsd throuzh the barb-wire enclosure.

Told that our taking over of the Field Hospital is now postponed until
the main body of the Ambulanee arrives, so in all probablility our party
won't take it on at all now as we should be first due for leave.

Duokett arrived back in good order today. Been to eamp varlety show
this evening.

The eight of us not mbsorbed today by No. 21, eamp duties whioch fall to
our lot today = our own unit fatigue dutles are just having the day off.

Falt none too good or extra lasy today, so a work in the right quarter
secured me a dey offe

The main body of our Ambulance, including Hdg. arrived about 4.30 this
morning; Most of them have retired for the day so we have just had a
word or two with Kelso and the others, yet. ;

Duokett, Howitt, O« Wood, Bgt. Stahle and Cpl. CeSmith end myself, have
our applisation for weeke-end leave granted so we took a ocar into

Salisbury and there got the train to Bournmemouth; we found the place

very full end the hotels adverse to Privates, so it took us a oouple of
hours bafora we finally secured rooms at the Higholiffe Hotel on the sea-
front, but they are "some rooms” for soldliers - white and silver bridal
chambers.

We dined in the tewn and luter graeed the pler; C. Wood and I found a
1ittle business to fix up but got back to the Hotel early and we "suppered”
in our own rooms.

Spent the morning on pler and front and in the afternoon made ourselves
sooleble. I took & snap or two of C. Wood being so and so. N
Caught the 7 0'Cirain via Southampton to Amesbury and from there had %o
walk out to eamp.

We, (Y.0., our party of Duckett, Howitt, Kelso, C. Wood, and myself, amongst
others), hear today that we go on London leave tomorrow.

Lt. Norm. Hoberts and dental detall attasched today, for time being, to our
Ambulatoce.

Ceme up to London by early train this morning; we arrived about midedsy and
were marched from Waterloo Station to A.I.F. Hdg., Horseferry Road, where we
reosived advice, instruetions ete; as scon as dismissed we looked up R. D's
friend, M. lLazarus, and wont with him to dinner, af'ter whloh our party

sesured rooms here at the Strand Palace Hotel.

In the aftarnoon I went round and saw Mr. Sherweod and fixed up re my

letters and drawlng oash, eto. with him.

This evening we met Lazerus and went to see "The Happy Day", at Daly's Theatre,
for whioch we had been glven resarve stall tickets in the morning at the

"Angao Buffet” at Horseferry Road,

Wont to "S8t. Poul's" with a couple of the others this morning = C. Wood
had & great row with the "showman™ for taking snaps from the baloony.
Had lunch at my old dining place - the Birbeok Cafe in Holborn and there
met E's friends, Misses Little and Vaughan.

About 4 o'olook in the mfterncon I left the ethers in Hyde Park to go on
end see the Albert Memorial, end myself went along to "Maisson Lyons" te
look up my old friend, E¥e,’ "’; had a long talk with her and find that
har horizon 1s erowded by "one face”, and all going well, so I wished her
Jjoy and mades my delut.

I mrt Mr. Sherwood at 6 o'eloek and came down to Westeliffe with him for
the night to see Mrs. Sherwood and son "John"; we did not go out after
dinner as i1t was rather late.

Cams up to London again this morning end found & note at the Hotel from the
others to ey that they would not be Laok at the hotel untlil 1 o'olock so I
onlled round and got my snaps that I had taken dewn at Bournemouth, and
found them very satisfastory.

In the afternoon we went along the Embankment to Westminster Abbey; we had
the good fortune to meet & gentleman there, very well up in the history of
the plece. who took us in hand and explained and related a lot of the hiatow
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26-28/8/16.

Te

of the place to us.
Kel and I had dinner with Miss Little end Miss Vaughan and afterwards went
to the Collimeum,

I met Alan Edmunds at Horseferry Road the day we came up on leave and he
gave me K. Edmunda® address, so I went along and saw him this morning at his

studlo just off Kingsway; I found him very well and well pleased with London
and his prospaots - He 1z & member of the Savage Club and getting on well
with his painting.
I managed to see Mr. L. Laurence and pay & farewell visit to Mr. Bherwood
befors lunch.
Mary Oullfoyle rang me up this morning end I arranged to meet her for lunoh;
I had the plessure of mesting Mrs. Guilfoyle, 8nr., and a Pte. Barthelomew,
also and we ell dined at the Strand Palace after which I bid them adieu and
went with the others to Horseferry Road, to look up numerous of our friends
theres 1 saw Len Butler, who has had the bad luck to lose & leg, Lieut.
ltln ldar, n Bdmunds and Oeorge Rowden, but did not have time to search
11y Barﬁl‘ (W.0.) or Rupert Heley (Lieut.).
'a mot Lisut. Wright in Ploadilly in the course of the afternoon, who was
over from Franos for a "spell”™; he seemed very well and was telling us that
our work is pratty rough over there.
We went back to the Hotel for dimnmer and there I again met Mary Guilfoyle's
M - in = law, for they had met man offiser "eff"™ tho boat they came over in,
after I loft them, and had mccepted his invitation to dine and the Theatre.
Miss Little and her friend came down to the station to see us all off.
Arrived at Amesbury about 12 o'oloek; found that the Guilfoyle®s friend,
Pte. Bartholomew who has to report here from France, had oome down by same
train, so we took him along with us and fixed him up with a bed for the
night-

Very few in Camp so most of the chaps got week-end leave and so are away.
ot & nioe 1light job for the day.
Bartholomew left to "report" this morning.

We went along and saw Johnstone-Willard fight on the "movies" this evening.
I
Very sorry to hear of ﬁfi‘; Kerrts death today,

All sestions of the Ambulance reeonstruoted today, and I was put in "B" Seect.
Tent Div., but later in the day, two or three of us were called up by Major
Kemny and told that Tent Div. im over strength, so I said I dldn't mind staying
in Bearer Seotion until a wvaoaney cecurred later.

R. Duckett is "super” in C, Beot, and Kelso is in "O" Tent Div., so Howitt

and I of "B" Best. will apply for transfer to "C" Sect. to join forces with
them,

One of my unlucky dayvs.

Twice pulled up for not saluting, roused for being late for "mess", and to
eap all find that when I was struck off "B" Tent Div. yesterday, I was not
attached to anything else, so am a blanky file and one of the reinforcement
party just at present, but I am assured it will not be for long. One gleam
of ,good fortune anywey = a tooth that has been glving a lot of trouble for
some time was properly fixed by Lieut. Norm. Roberts today.

FNot fixed in u Beetion yst, but Major Wheatland and J. Rohan have the matter
in hend.

Inoeculated with Anti and Para-Typhold this morning and are all dismissed
from duty for two days.

The different Seotions had thelr photographs taken today.

"Flatout” with inooculation effacts today.
Our second day off duty., Changed huts this afternoon. Cinema this evening,

Feel about right agein today.

Told I am back in old place-"B" Beot. Bearers.

Visit Kelso ovar at Clearing Hosp. whish "O" Sedt. Tent. Div. is running at
present.

Called in to see R. Hutton, but found that he was out.

Btart Tent pitohing drill which is a change from squrd., stretcher, signalling
drill, sto.

T
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| 11/9/16.

12/8/18.

4 1.5/9/15.

r 15/9/16.

|L 18/9/18.

Off duty today and also tomorrow as I am on fire-plcket tonight - some job.

Trial runs to plek our reprasentatives for Bports betwsen 9th, 10th & 1lth
Fleld Ambs, which are to come off next Saturday.

2nd. dose of Para=Tyhpold - next 24 hours off duty.

Just about recoversd from effects of "inosoulation again. This afternoon
wa had pranctise stretcher work in the trenches but those of us taking part
in the Sports on Saturday, broke off early for a little training.

I am to run I think in 440 and 880 yards.

We won the 3rd. Div. Amb. Championship this afternoon with the greatest

ense - the Oth scored 10 points, ourselves 50 polnta and ths 1lth 9 points.

I ran in tho relay raes, the team being Kelso, Kreuse, Major Kenny and my-
self and we won by about 220 yards.

I 414 not run in 440 but menaged to pull off the 880.

In ths evening, & party of us inoluding Duskett, Kelso, Howltt, Bodington,
Dredz> and myself, went into Amesbury and had a rathsr large enjoyable eveng.
This afternoon, in the midst of the Sports, about 200 Fritz prisoners marched
past on their way to the prison-compound that has just been bullt here. They
are to work on the roads and at the ocoal dump., 1 seoured a few snaps of
them and also a fow of competitors at the gports.

After ohurch we walked over to have a look at the Fritsz prisoners. I took a
soupls of snaps whioch I hops we will find more suesessful than my German wes,
for I souldn't get them to understand much,

Wa walked to Felizeldene and on to Durrington in the afternoon.

8ix of our relnforeements sent to Park House A A.M.C. Detall Camp.

Bettled thet we start on 3 days bivouee tomorrow. Visited L. Woods and
F. Ooy’who ara in the D,E.C.)thls evening.

Startad out nt 8,50 m.m. this morning, marehed 15§ miles and have ecamped for
the night by a little stream just outside the small village of Wylye on E.W.
Rallway. We passed through a lot of 1ittle villages during the day, and
very pretty eountry.

We went into the village in the evening, fesling falrly tired, but returned
to ths tants happily enough.

Started on the march again fairly early this morning but haven't covered much
ground = the officers wore Jolly tired.

We arrived at the towm of Wilton at 3 o'olock this afternoon and have pitched
ecamp by a stroam just outside it. We got leave to go into the town frem
4,30; mt the only dedent hotel in the place we were refused dinner, being
told that only officers were served there and thls illustrates very well

the "llne drawn" between "officers" and "other ranks" in this "free demcoratio"?
oountrye.

A very merry evening was spent by a large party of us in the musie room of
ona of the hotels = +he boys enjoyed themselves so well that they took

away many souvenirs of the oocasion with them, Dangles came home per car
with a oargo of "Goofaedust" see Unlt Magazine "all abart 14",

Bome of us hed & look through the Cathedral which is 2 rather fine one for
such a small place; it contains a fine original Dutoh doorway, some
beautiful marble pillars from Ponpel and a handsome pulipt, into whioh is
worksd soms fine Spanish mosalo.

Open eamp until 10.30 this morning so we did not get away until well after

11 o'olock; we arrived bask at camp at 4 o'eleck after some regular

"Kenny' marching and our party was pleased to learn that an application we

had put in for leave to go to Torquay for the next weekeend had been granted -
from 8at. 8 m.m, until Monday 2 p.m.

The ocar our party, eonsisting of Duckett, Howitt, Kelso, Bodington, Dredge

and myself,had engaged to take us to Salisbury to oatoh the 8.15 traln for
Torquay, began by arriving late, then ran into a diteh from which it took us
80 long to get it out, that it finally arrived teo late at 8alisbury for the
8.15, so wo had to walt until 11 e'clock for the next, which arrived at
Torquay a 1ittle after 3 o'olook,

After the party had looked at and turned down the plase I stayed at

when hore on my last trip, we finally got fixed up at the Commersial Hotel,
and then we went on the war path - success and reverse but everyone satisfied.




1

J.

19.21/9/16.

ﬁfn/x 8+

8/9/16.

%/9/16.
28/9/186.

26/9/16.

21/9/16.

»/9/16.

9

Sunday = Went in for a swim this morning which we enjoyed very much.
Afterwards we split up and Bod. and Kel. went off to Peynton. Duckett

and I went for & stroll in the afternoon and happened to meet the.

"OGountess" and her friend with whom we went for a walk towards Babysombe

in the evening.

We all foregathered at the hotsl in the evening and got to bed and asleep
very late as Bod. and Kel, would insist on a game of orloket in the bedroom.

Got up late end had our work out out to get the 8 o'olock train from
Torquay this morning; half way to the statlon we met a Taxl and all got
fnto it =~ it was so0 full Kel. got pushed through one of the windows whioch
wae bad luck for the glass.

The traln arrived late et Exeter and missed eonneotion with Salisbury
train there, so we had to walt an hour and a hif, for the next, during
which time we had a look through the town and Cathedral.

We arrived baok at eamp just in nioce time to miss going out on parade = a
bit late but I den'tthink we will hear anything of it.

. About 14 more of our men = the reinforcements = went to A.A.M.C. Detail Camp,

"Park House" todayj hear that some of the six that went there a week ago
have already pons to France. 1

Issuod with Tommy Boots today. We are supposed to wear the stiffness out

of them and thon hand them into Q.M. Btorsagaln, so that they will be ready
for us when we po over to Franoce.

Got & small "eash" trophy for 880 at Fld. Amb, Sports a couple of weeks back.
Baen herd at letter writing the last couple of days.

Today is the first Anniversary of Duckett's and my going into Camp.

Our new 0.C., Lt. Colonel Btewart, of the 6th Fld. Amb. arrived from France
today and took over the Unit.

Ren trials for Div. Sports representatives today. I'm down for 440 and mile,
but do not intend rumning mile. Bods ran lst, in 440 today in 52 seconds =~
I followed him in.

Mat L. Wood end Jim Dawson sbout the Camp this evening - Jim D. is off to some
school near London for 2 or 3 months.

During our thrae days' march last week, I got an inseot in my ear which has
given a lot of trouble but I got 1t syringed out this morning at the
Clearing Hospital.

Welked into Amesbury this afternoon and wes surprised to meet Dug. Bhields
thers; he has been here three weeks or so but spent moat of the time at
"Purk House™ Camp with mumps - he 1s in reinforoements at present and hes
dropped his Bgt. stripes,.

Walked home from Amesbury with Snowy Nathan of Hawthorn College and Kew
Laocrosee Club end met Poole, who is with Nathan in 38th Battn., in ocamp.
"3rd. Casualty Clearing” leave this Cemp early next wesk but where for is
not known = Franee is "favourite though,

Hear that King is to visit Camp and inspeet 3rd. Divizion on Wednesday next.
1t being Sunday, a party of us walked to the village of Shewsbury this
afterncon and went to Chursh thers in the evening = it ie & elean and
rather pratty little village.

Out training for Div. Sports this evening. Fld. Ambs. mare brasketed with
Plonners to put in & tug-of-war and relay team - relay team hes not been
arranged yot, but Ploneers won trial tugeof-war and so will compete as

& team in Div. Bports,

Had a practlice "mareh pest" for the review by the King tomorrow of 3rd. Div.
and other Aust, treops in oamp here. Review Ground is about four miles
away near Bulford Camp.

Early breakfest and set out about 8.30 this morning for the Review CGround;
we had to walt about 1} hours when we got thers befors the King turned up;
ha inspeoted the troops baforas the meroh past which went off well. It
rained most of the day unfortunstely, so that we were fairly damp by the
time we got back to camp, but we are fairly used to such little discomforts
NoWe

German sounding names in disfavour, so partlieulars of parentage ete. of
B8t. Sgt. 8tehle, L. Lauer, Les. Ormnuse and myself, sent in te Hd.Q. for
inspsotion which we all ressnt but have toe lump.
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fﬂﬂﬁo The Div, Spor'cl went off very well today, especially from our point of
view for our Unit on its om has secured the championship of the 3rd.
piv. winning:- O0fficers 100 yds. (Major xonny;
Open 100 yards (Les. Krause
Open 220 yards sr..u. Krsuse )

Open 440 yards Badington)
Beoond place ini= Open High Jump (Parkinson)
Slamese (Parkinson & Digby)
Mile Walk (8tan. 8ievewright)
Third place inp- Open 440 yards (R. Werner)
120 yds. Hurdles (Stone)
Long Jump (Bodington)

I ! Our relay race team couldn't be found when wa.ntad so we falled to Start;
' _ it would have been an emsy win for us,

~ 1/10/18. In orders this morning that we ere to move to M 3. Qamp tomorrow and
' that "B" Seotion is to set out early with 10th Bgde. to trenches on a
\ 6 days' bivouas = "A" & "C" Beotions will follow later when they have
‘ fixed things up at No, 3. Camp.
In acoordance with the Daylipght Beving Seheme, clocks were put back an

21 hour last night.

| 4 gfmfxs. Left our Kiteady for removal and set out early this morning on this bivouso
B stunt in pouring rain; we arrived at the site chosen for our vamp
‘ Just at the baok of the trenches about 12 O%lock and pitched temts
imme d Iatelypwe were all wet through, even though we had marched with
} weterproof ? shesis over our overcoats. Nothing doing this afternoon
||‘ " and we have retired early to get out of some of our wet clothes.

g 3/10/1¢. Parties sent out this morning to establish a D. 8's in trenches. I'm
supposed to be & dressing orderlie here from 3 p.m. until 11 p.m. end

hmn a few sick to look after already.

"A" & "C" Beotlons mrrived this afterncon and say that our new camp (No.3)

is not too good. It is still raining.

4/10/18. Off duty this morning,

i About 4 p.ms orders arrived for the whole 10th Bgde. te pask up and
| return to Camp as the weather is too bad to oontinue operations here
without unnecessarily impairing the heslth of the troope; we arrived
back sbout 7 0'Clock and I got away to bed as soon as we had had tea
and 1 had colleoted my belonginre. I think we will like this camp
alright for it is & good mllo nearer Amesbury than our last and is
nesr the oomp "Ploture Bhows" eato.

8-6—1/10/16. Weathar has been keeping bad so we have been getting a few leatures.
Rumours getting about re moving over to France.
The four of us with German sounding names are told that our charaoters
have passed muster.

8/10/16 Sunday - Our appliecation for leave, for today, grantad to Duckett, Kelso,
Howitt, Morgan end I got a ear and went to Bournemouth for the day, and
hed & great time. Met Miss Babbags.

'|  §-10/10/16. Visited R. Hutton this evening.

11/10/16. All dey route March with 10th Bgde - we have a very easy day. OCamp Variety
8how this evening with Duckett.

12/10/16. The great exam. for L/Cpls., sterted today « mbout 30 eandidates went ﬂxrough; &
the mill - I finished all sections of the exem, that have teken plase so far i[
and have only the written paper to do now. i
Panorsmie photo of the whole Ambulance taker today = one or tw who had to
remain at the Clearing Hospltal on duty were absent and Duckett had the i
bad luck to be one of the number.

13/10/18,  Written paper of Exam. thls afternoon and I think I did well enough.
Got the Punoramle photos of Ambulance and I have sent one home and one to
Seymour.
In this morning's orders that "B" Section 1s to go on 4 days® bivouae with
10th Bgde. starting Tues. next mnd that membera of "A"&"C" Beotions may

begin their "Indulgsnce" leave from next Monday = a certain number at a
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"B" Seotion will have thelrs after return from Bivouso.

"Indulgence” leave is a leave that has been granted us by the King after
his inspeotion of us some week or two baok.

8peoial Church Parade of 10th Bgde. to hear Chaplain General Rentoul;
it was held in the open and the wind was bitterly cold so we were glad

when it was over.
Voting on the question of Conseription in Australia took place today.

Bat out on the 4 days bivouses to trenches with 10th Bgde. this morning

in a steady rain and arrived at site of our camp in a very scaked

condition at 1 o'clook and having no changeas with us we had to let our
olothes dry on us whioch was mighty unoomfortable as the weather was so cold.

Btretoher drill this morning and this afterncon marech and exercises

led by Major Kenny.

There was a night atteck stunt at the trenoches but we were not salled into
it fortunately.

Same as yes tarday.I Parade to Major Kenny this morning and make application
that the Indulgence leave of Duokett, Howltt, Kelso and myself commense on
Wednesday next - hope to get the Sunday in and thus get 5 days instead of
the ‘l

We struck camp this morning and ocame back here to ocamp after dinner
arriving about 4 o%olock.

Issued with our colour patches = long oval choocolate in eolour, to be
worn "horigontal".

Hear that our application for "Indulgence" leave has been granted,

Know now that we go to France next month.

Just about too eold to sleep last night.

- Evaryone very busy sewing on eolour patohes, ets. today.

?2/23/10/18.
“AO/I 6.
28/10/16.

268/10/16.

27/10/18,

28/10/16.

Took up ornamental position in goal this afterncon in a mateh between
"0" Beotion and "A" & "B" Seotlions.

ot a very desent oold all to myself, so on inside jobs at present,
Hear that our 0, C. is transferring to a Base Hospital.

Our 0, 0O, Lt. Colonel Stewart left today and his place has been taken
by Lts Colonel Purdy from Park House A.A.M.C. Detail Camp.

Bet out on our B days "Indulgence” leave; omught the "Special” from
Amesbury and arrived up here in London about 12 o'clock. We found the
Strand Palace Hotel - our former resort - full up,so booked up at the
Bedford Hotal.

This afternoon we went to (amagesto get a few things. I got an overcocat
and & friend (Ving) there.

I called round and saw Sherwood. Rang up Mary (Ouilfoyle) this afternoon
and acoeptad thelir invitation to dinner at their establishment, after
which 1 went to see "A 1ittle bit of Fluff" at the Criterion Theatre, with
Hnry.

Celled round at Strand Palace Hotel thls morning, to leave notes for C. Woed
and Howitt who werv at another Hotel and to get our Aust. mail whioh we

had arranged to be sent on there for us from the camp = answers to our

first letters from England.

Called round to ses Vina Beecham and arranged to see her tomorrow evening.
Put in an hour or two at Holborn Variety Theatre Matinee and then went

out to Aoton and spent the evening with my old friends the Currys; I spent
& very plemsant evening there playing "solo" - talking of past times.

Lunched with Mr. SBherwood and Mr. Davis at First Avenue Hotel, Holbern and
then met the others and we all went out to Brixton Skating Rink = a very
"no olass” place but we had a decent fly round.

Mot Vina this even and affer dinn t the Strand Palace Hotel 1
the others at the "Ic.lgntl:“m: where :': I.ud b:o nd seats earlier in °on3=y
Bod

We all enjoyed the evening - the "show" was good and the "oempany"” .

and Alec. missed a 1ittle of the show and the "company” missed them a little. |

Had dinner with some of the ohaps at Lyons Corner House ( & merry dinner)
and then eaught tle 2 o'elook train to B'mouth where I had engaged to
spend the week-end while Bed., Kel., and Duskett went to Brighten.

May mot me at Bournemouth; fixed my room at the Waverley Hotel - the
evening was a very pleasant cne.
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Met May, her sister and friend this morning and went for a walk to the
Chimes - & very pretty place; I took a few snaps there. Dined at the
Pler Hotel and as the afternoon was wet, we just passed the time in the
Drawing Room of the Waverley Hotel here. After tea we had a look round
the Franois Gardens before I got the train for Sslisbury at 7 o'clock.
Had & two hours' wait at Sallsbury for train to Amesbury so arrived in
eamp falrly late and I'm feeling very cheap.

80/10/16, Day off duty on the sick 1llst.

' Hear that I have been one of the sucoessful ocandidates for the I/Opl.
stripes in recent examination, I didn't get very high up on the list but
Kelso received 3rd place.

|
;lmoflﬂ. On duty once mores The A.D.M.B, inspeotsd us today and gave us a farewell
i spsech; he sald we would be golng soon but gave us no idea of the date.

1/11/16,  Duokeit 24 today end by a fluke & paroel wishing him "best of luek™, happy
X returns, eto., ocame to light this morning.

{Nots that should have bean in under ZSAO/IG = @General Monash distributed the prises
fof 3rd. Div. Sports this evening and I got an Ideal (Waterman's) Fountain Pen out of 1t).‘
_8/1]]16. Went out route marohing this morning but it started raining while pessing
Y«M.CoAs, 80 SBgte Wilson broke us off end we spent the morning in there.
On the evening of distribution of Div. Sportas prizes, I took delivery of a
trophy for Stan. Sievewright which I handed to somecne to give him, as I
went on leave next morning - he wes absent on leave at the time., On en-
quiring of him today whether he had received sams, I find that he has not
and no inquirles ocan find the man to whom I gave it to give hime. The
man to whom I thought I had given it, says such is not the case, so I
. haven't the slightest recollesction who it could have been - very unpleasant
for me end also for the chap that I hed sald, in all innocense, I thought
I had given It toj; I naturally thought at the time he had just forgotten
to hand it on. :

|

4/11/18. Raining hard do no Parades.
Go to Cleering Hospitael with Kelso (now transferred to "B" Sect.) and
rest of TiD. to relisve "C" Beotion TiD. but find that we are too many to
run the place so I return to Unit,
OQur hut members gave an "avenine" this evening, at the BEmpire Tea Rooms in
Amesbury, to Mr. & Mrs. M. Davies in order to express to them our eongrat-
ulations on their reeent marriapge. Mrs, Davies "braved" the lot of us
and the evening was a very pleasant one.

5/11/16. Raining hard de“nothing doing bar get our kit in order in antieipation
of moving soon now. While Vernon Haszard was oleaning out his haversaek
he found the missing trophy of Slevewright's that there has been so mueh
fuss over. I am practieally certain I never gave it to Hazerd and he
has no recollection of my having done so or of having seen the thing be~ i
fore, so 1t looks like "dirty work" mmewhere, but where and by whem i
will remain a mystery I suppose. I'm glad it has turned up snywny. i

{

7/11/16. S8olid route marsh this morning led of ecurse by Major Kenny.
Imperial blackeboots re-issued this afterncon - I soored a new pair as
my old onee were no good to me for marching,.

8-9/11/16. Instruoted re use of Qas Masks, b
There i# to be & practioal "maroh out of oulp" in a few days. ;:“
An application that a party of us made for leave te Battd next Bunday has S#
been grantad.

10-11-12/11/16. Duokett, Kelso, Howitt, Bodington, Stan. Morgan and myself got a ear =
this morning to Batb4' - the driver would only take five, so Bod. got under o
our lags until we got too far out for the driver to talk about net pro- ';g‘ '
ceeding., Had & pleasant drive down even though we had to fill the radiater
every few miles as it leaked about as fast ms you eould pour water inte it.
Mot a lot of our motor ambulanee drivers at B atth who are at a scheol there, kS
attache? to our Divisional Transport = they are all having a great time; 46
also mot J. Dawson and P. Jeffreys of D.M. 7. i
We had a pood look throuzh the eld Roman Baths and teok the "waters" in the
Pump Room - not struek on the "Waters".
We dined well at the Christopher Hotel and had an exeiting drive home fer f
oar lights were no geod in the thick mist.
We had one narrew shave; the oar went straight en at a ourve, leaped the
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ditoh and pulled up half-way through the hedge bordering the road; Kelso,
who was asleep, got a desent shake but we found on inspsotion that car and
ourselves were right, m poon got the oar on to the road and going again.

;»jaﬁ,-i/u. out on "praotice” Div. march out of oamp today; we went 14 miles with
O full kit up so are jolly tired tonight.

16/!.1}\0. Put in whole day snswering Aust, mail.

18-16/11/18. Handed in all surplus kit today. Final lssue of Ration bags, singlet,
gloves and iodine. Sent some of my things to Mr. Sherweod and a spare
uniform to Mre. Curry for safe-keeping.

| Hear that Ted Blanshard of "B" Seot. Tent Div. has gone into Hespital in

| London with Pneumenia while on leave thers.

\ i?fll/lo. Intensely cold. lst Bnow thls evening. Final Kit inspeotion.

' 18/11/16. Bnowing again this morning.
- 4 Go out for & route mareh but it was so intensely ocold that Sgt. Wilson
broke us off in front of "Y.M.C.A" where we spent the morning.
| Been having trouble with ona of my teeth and as our dentists here have
| now paoked all ki%, I have got & Pass to visit Dentiat in Salisbury
IF tomorrow.

19/11/16. Got my tooth fixed in Salisbury this afterncon and saw "Ye Gods" at
ﬁ‘ the Themtre there in the evening.

i !OAI/M. Chenced it and went into Sallisbury with Kelso to mest hia friend, Minnie
Stone down from London for the day; lunched with them at the Nelson Hotel
end then I went to the Soldliers' Room at the Town Hall Council Chambers and
enjoyed an afternoon's good orchestral musie; met Kelso later at the
station and helped him see his friend off and then we dined at the "Red
Lion" befors returning to oamp,

Bxpect to leave next Friday., Issued with two H.P. Gas Masks and with
grsegoggles to-day = got our steel helmets yesterday.

Apply to Major Kenny for vacansy in Tent Div. so as to join up with Kelse.

2]./11/16. Visitad R. D., at Clearing Hospitul where he is with his Bub. Beot. at

' 4 present and afterwards went on te see Rup. Hutton whem I found in, eand
well; he tells me that B, Oreen is st Hellestone Oamp but I doubt whether
I will ret & ohance to see him now,

Part of 40th, Battn. left here for France to-day. Rup. leaves in charge
of 2nd. traln load of his Battn, on Thursday morning.

22/11/16. Praetloe maroh with full kit up, this morning whioh pretty well knooked me
flat as my feat were jolly sore.
Transferred to "B" Tent Division on parade toeday se will be with Kelso
as desired,
Fetigue parties told off and instruetions given by Lt. Maughan re
embarketion and disembarkation,
We leave for France to-morrow morning.

23/11/16- False alarm - we leave to-morrow morning. Clear up generally today.

24/11/16. Reveille this morning at 4 0'0sj we left oamp at 5.30 and entrained at
Amesbury at 7.46, reachin; Bouthampton at 10.30. At Southampton we were
split into twe parties and went soross to Le Havre in separate boats -
Kelso and I were together but Duockett and Howltt eame acress on the other
boat with the "Transport". We had dinner on the wharf at Southampton

! and left at dusk (5 0'C.); we all had to wear our life=belts = Kelso and

I I tried to sleep on deok, but what with 1ife belts and cold, we didn't

get muoch sleep,

We passed close to the Channel "net" as we neared Le Havre.

I The trip was eomparatively smooth.

Just befora leaving Bouthampton ene of our chaps « Molean - was found in

the weter batween boat and plar in difficulties, Th2 manner of his

getting thers, eto. has not been olemred up satisfastorily but he is

considersd a bit "dippy" and se it I put down to that.

He was sent to Hospital on arrival at Le' Havre.
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We reach Le Favre about 3 a.m. this morn. Lsft the boat at 5 0. and
marohed with full kit up to No. 2. rest oamp which flattened the lot of

us for we had had 1lttle sleep for two nights; 1t was up hill selid for
five miles and reining hard.

We found the ocamp and tent one = wet and dirty.

1 met F. Goy just going on further again, L. Weod having preeeeded him by

a day.

Dmkztt and the rest of the Amb. arrived this afternoon.

No leave was granted this evening, but we managed to getsamething decent 'to
eat in & house near=by = all the houses here seem to cater refreshments.

This morning our tent full got up rather late and had an awful job to get
ready in time; we missed the main body but got away with a olearing
party; the long march to the station was not so bad as coming here, belng
down hill.

We entrained at 120'Clock and settled down for a journey of unknown durate
fon; we are orammed in eattle-trucks - 25 to a truck. Just before leav-
ing & mixed train came in on the opposite side of the platform and the
ehaps in our truck got down on it for a "bale" of straw and some first-
olass seat cushions and these greatly added to the somfort (1) of the
Journey.

We stopped at 11 0'C. tonight at a station oalled Burly, where tes was
ready for us.

8leeping in these oarriages is the limit; one has to be top or bottom
layer and one is as bad as the other.

At a amall station we happened to pull up at today, one of the Frenoh
porters "spotted” the seat oushions and nearly went silly but he couldn't
find anyone in suthority to understand his troubles (in french) so we
didntt lose our oushions.

Our progress is so slow most of the time that we get out and wash in many
1ittle stream we oome moross and then oatoh the train agaln a few yards
further on,

Passed through Calels early this evening. About 11 e'e. we were all roused
and told to get ready to detrain which was some job in the dark; we de-
trained at Bailleul near Armentiers and were transported in motor-buses
to our present camp near a little village ealled Stragelle, 10 miles

from Bailleul and 12 from the firing line; we ean hear the guns and
viery lighte are plentiful; we are billeted in a drafty bern and cold is
not the word for it.

Up early and washed in some old trenches after breaking the iee. Got up
the Hosp. Tents and the sick came in quiokly, for the Battalions, all of
which are billetted in the vieinity, had been holding them up during the
train journey until we arrived here.

First Aust. Mail in France today.

Went up to the village this evening and got some eggs and chips, whioh
ssemed luxury after bully and blsouits ef last three days.

Late this evening I went two trips inte Bailleul with patients to 12th
Canadian General on the Ambulance oars and got a few things in there

that I wanted,

Some of "C" Beotion including Duckett, left to-day to take over from 3rd.N.2
Field Ambulance the advanced Dressing Stations near Armentiers; we follow
up in a day or two to take over M.D.8. in Armentiers.

Issued with Box-respirator gas masks to-day and hand in one of the H.P.
masks - got plenty of drill with the new masks.

Went into Straszelle to alr our Frenoch, eto. this evening but found that
they don't understand good? french well round here.

Ord«Cpl. to=day., Evaouated Btrazelle this morning and ocame by bus to
Armentiers where we have taken over the M.D.8. from 3rd N.Z. Fleld Amb.;
we ars billeted in same buildings as Hospital Dressing Reom, Wards, sto.
and should be very comfortable here as we oan get hot baths; food is
better already and we oan get any extras ete. we want at the many shops

in the town here - also get our washing done,

The town 18 not very muoh knooked about but most of the people have left
it long sinoce = only the poorer people remain and those catering to the
needs and wants of the troops which seem to keep two or three hundred
shops eof all kinds going.

Bombs, guns, eto. on the go night and day, but this is a quiet part of the
front - regarded at present as a tradning-ground, The 37th and 38th Battna.

ara in tha tranaham at oreasent.
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Opls of the late ploket last night but menaged to gbt some sleep. Had a
look around & littls of the town this morning. A fair number of siok com-
ing through from the 37 and 38 Battns. and a few ocasualtjes.

8t. Bgts Reld went to Isolation Hospital at Bailleul with mmps a day or
two ago, 80 Opl. C. Smith has taken his place in oharge of "B" Tent. for
the time and Kelso has taken Cpl. Smith's place ss Wagon Ord. Opl. ef "B"
Baot,.

Ploket job agaln last night. Tommy Turnbull paid us a visit last night;
I only saw him long enough to see he was A.l. He is with second C.C.S.
stationed not far baok f rom here near a town oalled Steenwerok, Found
Veornen Hazard very siok to-night, so get him taken down to Hospital
Ward - leoks like C.8.M,

Falr number of wounded through today = a fair peroentage being "accidents".
A lot of trenchefest ocoming through.
Hazard was sent on te Base Hospital today - is a C.5.M?

About 12 o'e. last night, when we were ell soundly asleep the gas sirens
and alarms went off and for a minute or two we were a bit exclted - to
put it very mildly, We struggled into our masks in the dark while still
helf aslesp for we felt quite sure we were already breathing gas but we
soon got out of them again for no gas could be smelt and they were very
unsomfortable on, as we are not yet used to them. We received the safe
ssapge about half an hour later so were soon msleep again. Pater
xodgo. the eshap downstairs, and many others made the affailr a humoureus
one to leook back on though we didn't think it so at the time - it was
the first time most of us realized we were at & war I think,
Esoaped all duty today so went exploring the town which is a big one and
will take some time"to know."
The Div. Baths has got golng near here for the troops, but as we have
our own bath-room here, I don't think many of our chaps will troubls them.

A gas attack was talked of but did not eome off last night. I was on
plokat job.

Went for a walk to the Y.M.C.A. this morning. Great speesh by Lt. Manghan
to-day at dinner parade entitled "Each man Shall have his whaok".

Went to the "movie™ show this evening and called in at "Bertha's" for a
spot"de vin" on the way back. London is nothing te this place for darke
ness; at nights most of us have toroches to find our way about now.

Got & new job for a ohange = In charge of @ eneral Patigue,se do a lot of
work for a change. Qermans dropped a few shells in the town to=-day and

a couple found the billets of the 37th who had just eomes out of the
trenches for a spell this morning - four were killed and about six wounded.
Went to serviee at Y.M.C.A. this evening to hear Rev. Mills.

Cpl. C. Smith left for hospital with Pleurisy this morning; hear that
Bert Reid will not be back for awhile yet, Start ward upstalirs for mild
medioal oases today.

From 1 0'C. until 1,30 this morning our guns made a great row bombarding
the German lines - Kelso slept through it mll. Kelso and I usually "on"
alternate nights in charge of gate-gas-pleket.

A lot of planes up today, this being the first good olear day we have
yot had here; 1t s very interesting watehing them being bombarded by
the "Arohles”

Cpl. C. Bmith left for hospital with a dose of pleurisy this morning.
Hear 8tf. Sgt. Reld will not be back for a while yet.

Btart ward upstairs for "3 or 4 day cases" .

A duel between ons of our planes and & Fritz took place overhead today
in which the Pritsz met his waterleo.

Bnowing heavily this morning. "B" Bearers relieve "0" this morning.

Aroused and turned out with patlents at 10.30 p.m. last night; we all
repaired to gas-tight cellars previously prepared in the event of bom-
bardment = news evidently no good)for the bombardment % did not come off;
after a while we got back to our billets and finished the night in peace~
and our clokhes.

Went to movie show this evening.

T e ey P ——mrte i =
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Went for a walk over the canel into Belgium this efternoon and hed a poke
round in & ruined town end a look at the old trenches there.
Met Eric Plke; now a lst. Lieut. in BEngineers end had a yarn with him,

o Everything very quiet. Our rooms wanted for extra wards so we removed te
an old faatery about B0 yards awey.

"A" Beot. return from town sparrow starving. Orand spread of six soursea
at Perthats of "69" this evening; Kelso provided the spread having just
received a souple of decent parcels from former pupils.

Go to Div. baths but it was so oold waiting, that 20 out of the 25 of wus
drifted baok before our turn came. Bodington, whosse throat has been bad
for some time, was sent to Britlsh Infoetious Holp!.tnl to have swab taken
but we are in hopes he will not be away long.

Hear that Vern. Hazard is out of danger.

E Paroel from K.0., to-day. Bnowing heavily.

d f Mot Rup. Hutton with Cpt. Giles toeday; both were well and had just oome
| out of the trenches,

| go[x-z/ls-. Went out with R, Duckett to 2nd. A.C.C.B« to see Tommies Turnbull and Bee;
we got & var ride there but had to walk back in the evening; we had a
very enjoyable day with the two Tommies and had a geod look over their
oamp whioh is A.1, T. Bee was in bod having been opsrated on & month or
80 sgo for appendieitis - he is going wéll and expesots to be up again
4 soon.
| Saw QGeneral 8ir D. Halg inspecting some troops, B8tepped by sentry at
fenr  (Poknt Nioffe bridge on way baok but while he was arguing the point with a
mﬂ’f motor oar, we made the beatofour chaness,

Aereplanes aotlive to=day, Archies also but with no suscess.

91/12/186.  Day off duty to-day. Duckett in bed = not A.l. todey. Bodington back A.l.
{ i Plstures this evening.

| zz/iz/m. Weather oleared this efternoon and sereplanes got busy; obaserving, deeppe
ing 1ights to indioate batteries ets; one seemingly found it a bit slew

and swooped down very low and did a little mashine-gunning along Frits's

i trenahes.

33.24/'12/18. This merning EKelso and I went in one of the oars to the A.D.5. and ftem
thers with Sgt. Wilson round Tissage Dump, Little Mary Dump and the duge
outs at Willow Walk; things were very quiet, just an cooasional shell
oming over and none of them ocame near enough to us to be worth a mention.
e had a leok over some of the ruined parts of Houplines befors returning.
8t. 8gt. Reld returned to the unit to-day.
Gelebrﬂ):cd Xmas Eve in the best with N. 0-0. Staff of 39th Q.M.8. (Kelso's
friends

25/12/18. "Xmas Day" - The Sgts., Officers, and Cooks made a special effort and we
had a real swanky "blow out" to celebrate it.
Rupert Hutton eame into Hospital to-day so I spent the evening of Xmas
Day yarning to him,
Our batteries bomberded the German lines wery solidly toenight, though
not a great many batteries were going at the same time - went out and had
a good view of it.

28/12/16. On Cpl. of Guard but no guard available until "B" Seot. hen return from
forward posts this evening = "C" Beet. having gone to rellave them.
"A" Sect, relieved "B" of Hospitel dutles this morning.
R.D. went up to forward posts along with rest of "C" Seot. this morning.

27/12/16.  All kinds of jobs this morning as we were very short, "B" Sest. men not
haying rsturned yesterday - soms of them returned this afternoon. Kelso
and I weant te Plerrot Show this evening - really good show.

28/12/16.  Hear that Bob Willlems (Seymour Camp Leave King) &s with 2nd. A.C.C.8.
Srgemaaiat Bteenwerch a few miles from here.
Cpl. Oliver of 37th came in slightly gassed toeday.

20-30/12/18.01iver going along well.
Aust.mail. Not much coming to hand, for me yet.

31/12/16. B8pend New Year®s Eve in various Estamine:s studying human nature, ste.
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"New Year's Day" - and something special in the way of dirnner to remind
us of the faot. Estaminets all pretty merry this evening. Kel. and I
taks up daneing in a near-by Estaminet.

PP
Met my friend of last night's daneing at Poft de NieTfe and afterwards
went to the Plerrot Show which was very good. Had a jolly good dinner
at "Bertha's" for a change to-night.

If I had been a bit better up in French and Germen, I had & very good
ohance of a staff job as an interpreter this morning, but my French
anywey, ls too weak, even Af I had wanted it - whioch I don't.

Lot more casualties coming through lately, as fighting is getting
gradually more severej our bearers have been getting stirred up a
1ittls = a ocoupls have & touoh of gas from gas shells and Whitefield
a touch of shook. Bodington was in to-day and said things were
getting fairly lively; he said R. D. was at Willow Walk and not
feeling too well,

On general duties. Spend half the day a t Baths with "Scables".
celved a lot of Aust. mall to-day that had been re-addressed by

Sherwood's and gone by mistake to 10th British Field Ambulance,
whioh explains long delay and absence of = souple of parocels.

I'm thinking that some things I sent to Sherwood's for will

probably have taken the same wrong turning too - high boots and W. P.
sheet,

Wrote letters yessterday not being on any special duty (Sunday).’
Nothing doing today..

Took"Soables™ to Batha this morning and had one myself.

20 Bearers sent to Dumps this afternoon, trouble being antiocipated
for this evening; I was away for a while at the time and found party
oomplate on return and though I had a try,couldn't get off with them.
Our Betteries were busy this afternoon and are going pretty hard this
evening.

Party that went up to the Dumps yesterday afternoon returned late last
night and fortunately didn't have a busy time.
Aleo's birthdey today so we had tea at "Bertha's"; we spent the even-
ing with Stan, Hyde and Bert Owen ocelebrating the birthday and did it
welly the cake whioh had arrived from Australia for the oscasion was
out with much oeremony about mid-night in our billet and Alec waited on
the orowd.

We had expeotead to have a great avening but Bod. and R. D. were not
able to get in from the forwardeposts and Howitt was on A.8.C. Duty at
ltnunmr}‘ly for the Q.M.8.

I arrived lats on Parade this morning but Aleo didn't arrive at all;
the Colonel msked for Kelso and when I was marching off the "Pioket"
told ms to report to him after posting the ploket so I began to
think 1t was going to be a case of "The Day after the Night Before",
but found on reporting that he had wanted Kelso to go to a gas-sochool
and as he had not been on Parade, I was to go instead. Start to-
morrow morning at 6.45 m.m. from Half-past Eleven Square by bus.

Baw Clive Fergle last night when trying to induce "Bertha" to give us
supper after hours, in whioh we all falled,

Bet out at 5.30 m.m. to get bus at "11.30 8Q." for Steenwersh
Station,; found bus flowing over when I got there but managed to

find hanging room; hadn't gone far when we met a seocond bus

coming from ataonmr:i to take overflow so I hopped off and got

into it which didn't turn out to be too brilliant a move, as it
arrived at the station seo late that the R.T.0. didn't get our

tickets made out in time so I missed the train along with Sgt. Crook
of the 9th Fld. Amb. and Cpl., Wilkinson of the 37th Bn.

1 took Bgt. Crook along with me to 2nd. A.C.C.8. which wae near and we
had Breakfast end Dinner there - thanks to Tommy Turnbull; I had a
good yari'with Tommy Bee, who may shortly go to England to sonvalesce
and also to Bob Williams of Beymour.

We had a look round Steenwwrdh before making for the station again in
the afternoon to get the 3 o'e. train.

We ploked up Cpl. Wilkinson at Steenwerdy station and got as far as
Hazelbruoke by that train and there found that there was no train on te
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Oassel until to-morrow evening. We asked how far it was to Cassell by
© road and were told about 6 Kilos. so deslded to walk; after walking
about 6 Kilos, by whioh time it was fairly dark, we came soross a
#ign-board labelled "Czssel 8 Kilos." so we began to think we were
Jolly luoky to be holding our own and not lesing ground.

About 8 o'c. we got as far as Owskire which 1s a little village just out
of Oassel and the place we were looking for - thank the lord it was our
side of Cassel and not on the other side of it for we were "blown out",
For soma time we sould not losate the sshool as our French = mine was
the best in the party = was not"too olever” and the"villagers" we en-
quired the way of seemed pretty thiok in the head; we found a British "L
Aviation Hdg. at last and one of the ochaps there took us round to our
rendevous whish was quite near,

-

Find this morning that the ehaps who arrived yesterday morning have not |
made & start end as the Instruoting Officer did not turn up this morn- T
ing,we had the morning off.

,There ars 20 of us here in the school - all Aust. and N, Z's. and all
N.C.0's.

Assembled at 2 o's. for work, to be informed that there would be no
start made until the following day, so we all went up to Cassel,

Made an attempt to fulfil commission for Alec. but falled.

View from Casino at Cassel no good on account of heavy mist.

Oround falrly thick with snow at present and weather very eold,

Btartad toeday and find the subjesct & very interesting one; we have

two leotures and two praotical lessons a day, whish fill it nisely.

This evaning we went to Cassel end had a musiocal evening there in one of
the Cafes.

BAAT

..:1:3/1/17. Another day?s work with a short practiesl exam. in the aftarnoon.
: Spent the evening at Marguerite's Cafe in Cassel.

| 16-17/1/17. Finlshed up school to-day.

' This morning we ocoupled the model trenoches and went through a gas
attaock of high concentration oarrying out all duties laid down before,

1 during and after an attack; we rather enjoyed it and eame through

i with fully established eonfidence in masks.

I} This afternoon we had ths written paper of 10 questions which were

i not diffieult.

We all went to the "movies" st Cassel this evening and afterwards to

| "Marguerites" for & farewell supper.

‘.I 13/1/17. Caught the train at Oxelaire at 8 o's. this morning and found at Huzed -
brémoke that there would be no traln to Steenwersh until 6.45 next
morning so we were put up for the day at the Wilitary Rest Camp of the
Town and had & good look round the Town which is the largest I have

yot besn in - bar Le Havre— that we just passed through on landing over
here-and perhaps Armentiers, which however 1s hardly inhabited now.

"/‘),/17. Canght the 8.45 treain and were met by bus at Bteemrlrﬁr. for Armen-
tiers, where we arrived about 8 o'e.
Find that our Seotion has been on hospital duty a wesk and that I'm
bookad for night-duty Casualty Ward, which suits me alright.

] !0/'1/17. Btart duty this evening. Aust, mail in to-day so I spent the morning

| "answaring”. ' B
Met Rup. Hutton on the way to Baths this afternoon; he is out for a .
month and not sorry by a long waye.

21117, Sleap most of the day, after night duty. o
Mot Cpl, Taylor of Seymour in an Estaminet this evening. £
A party of us, inoluding Duckett, Kelse, Bod., Woff, Ede and Angwin, 3
heve hired a little room near«by for writing and reading in the even-
ings = 1t 1s too intensaly eold tp slt anywhere without a fire; the -
people in the house ested in the"egg and ehip" line for the troops , :
two wery bright girls Raimond and Alisce being a great attraction. |
R.D. sent to his unole in London for a Proof Jacket toedayand ordered g
one for me at the same time. . |

22/1171. Went last night with patients in ear to 2nd. A.C.C.B. and saw Tommy
Turnbull who happened to be on night stretcher -squad. P
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Things livening up at the lines. Heaviest and mes t prolonged
lrtl.‘fiory fire yesterday evening we have yet had here and as a oon-
sequence we had rather a busy time with ecases coming through last
night.

fl?{'ux;t 8ll day = bed is the best place at present as weather is
Antensely ocold.

Bpent the eveninpg at our room.

0ld pay book omlled in as we are to be issued with new ones.

Issued with new gu-iogglu. -

Had tea at "Raymonds" this evening and afterwards went to the Plerrot
' Show which was very peod.

On duty at night and between the blankets all day as it is too ocold to

do anything else.
"B" Bsotion to relieve "C" at advance posts tomorrow or day after.

Big raid by our ohaps last night so we had a very busy night.

Finished roster so I'M off duty.

Boma of our section("B") eame out to the advanoe posts tb relieve, and
take over todey - I among them; I'm on day duty at the A.D.S. and
find it a very oomfortable place.

Got the prints of a group photo of Kelso, R.D. and myself taken in
Armentiers to-day - R,D. looks a bit off and wants us to out him out.

Out for & look around the ruined and abandoned houses round here to-day
and oame moross some strange sights; we oame moross a hat shop that
would have made the girls sad - dozens of hats of all kinds lying all
over the place and just getting knooked to pleces.

We have a great "slide” here over a frosen ornamental pool in the
back-garden = This place we are in used to be some olass and was the
Hdg. of Von Kluok when the OGermans occupied the town in the early
stages of the war,.

1/2/A7. Fow shells flying round here today, searching for near-by batteries.

2211, Capt. (Dr.) Btephens (Ginger Stephens of Hawthorn College Days) called
in todsy; he is attached to some of the artillery near here at present.

8/!/17. Nothing doinge. Reoceived a lot of Aust. letters re-addressed from
Bherwoods that had been travelling all over the place yesterday,
ineluding one containing £28., so spend to-day answering them.

G/’./H. Hed a good renssock round amongst the abandoned houses with Kelso to-day,
but there is nothing in them worth maything = if there was it has
gona south long ago.

5/2/17. Took 2 run in the ocar to M.D.S. for & word with Duckett today - don't
see very much of him at times, mow that the sections get temporarily
separated,

8/2/17. Alec Ede "orashed" while "sliding" on the pond in the backigarden today,
and has sustained eonoussion.
Hear that Amerioa has deolared war on Germeny.
Rumoured that a2ll A.8.0. and A.M.C. men are being "olassed" and some of
our alarmists have it that all the fit men are immedintsly to be
draftsd into Infantry - don't believe it at all,

7/2/17. Aleo. Ede right again to-day though & bit shaky; he was quite "dippy"
for a few hours after he orashed and thought he was at home = he can't
remember falling or being in the back garden here at all.

0/2/17. Went this evening in the car with a badly wounded patient to M.D.G.
and then on to 2nd. A.C.C.8; had a yard with T. Turnbull and learnt
that Tommy Bee is in "Blighty" for 3 months and that Wallle Ponsford's
neme has been in en Honour's list for a M. M,

9-10/2/17. R. D. sent me out the Dayfield Body shield to-day that had arrived
from Engleand.

1112-13/2/17. Very off colour = think it must be the water, ms a lot of the other
boys have not been too well. Moved back to here - M.D.S. = from A,D.B.
to=day.
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party fixed up for the room at Baymond's again to-day. Got our new

Fesling very cheap yet.

Rumours thick lately here that Oapt. Wheatland, who is away from the
unit siok at present, is likely to return to Australia and that Major
Chaplin may be leaving us soon.

Bumoured that we move on somewhere else from here in about three weeks.

Pelling much better again - lost a falr amount of weight though.
Paraded "Soables” to Ergumghem Baths, which 9th F. Amb. are running,
‘2 miles distant todsy - had & word to my edvantage in the underoclothing
1ine with Bgt. Orook "of the Cassel Gas Sohool”.

On Cpl. of Guerd dutlies again ms of old. Spending evenings at our room
at Raymonds.

Went for & walk to A.D.S. with Alec. to see R. D. this morning and this
yafternoon we went to the concert given by the Miss Ashley "Firing Five"
Quartet, which was very good.

Met Bllly Barter who is with 30th Batt. Bth. Bde., on the way to the
Ergringhem Baths with the "Scables” this morning. “An Evening Out".

Want for s walk to A, D. 8. with Alea. to ses R. D.

Spend half the dey trying to looats Billy Barter; find that he is
some dlstance awry so may not see him for a time. Hear from Mr.
Sharwood to the effeot that the things I had sent to him for, were
fortunately never sent me.

Go out with a lot of the others this morning to see our places for
ths 10th Bgde. Stunt in near future eand find that I am to be in
eharge of party of 10 bearers at Plne Bernot ocorner - relief hearer
post Kelso has a 2imilar job at Port Arthur Dump some distance in
front of me.

R. D. Pnid us a visit from A.D.8. this afternoon.

Presentation to Mat. Ferguson today to show we appreciate him as a
cook and e "worker."

26/2/17. Started out with Kelso to visit B. Barter but find he is out of Div.
area 80 went to a walk to oantesen; met Kelso's ocousin there and went
to the afternoon "movie" show; in the middle of the ploture show the
announcement was made that all of our unit there were to repert to
M.D.Bs at once - thought something speocial was @n but found that the

rade was just to let some of the men there know their posts for the
tunt.
Church this evening.

33/2/17' Parade 9 a.m, for final instruotions for this evening, examination of
masks, eto,
Fell in at 7.30 P.m. and prooeseded to A.D.8. and from there to Tissage
Dump at 11 o'clock after bluff-bombardment, I got my party together
at Tissnze Dump; it oonsisted of 4 of our cheps and 8 of the 9th Fileld
Amb; we got to our p‘ﬁt about 12 o'slock and made ourselves as comforh
sble as possible while walting.

| 2zn/2/7. Our bombardment commenced at 12.45 m.m.; lasted until 2 eVolock and was
| very intense - the row was the limit as we were rightamongst the field
i guns. Just machine-gun bullets round our post "sipping" through

the soreens along the street. Finlshed evacuation about 4 o'elock and
got back to billets dead tired at 6.30. The raid was partioularly
successful, the bluff attmok on the seotor to the right having com-

| plotedy puzsled the Germans - our casualties were very light; fair

! number of prisoners wounded and otherwise.

; Learn the said news that our new dug-out at Willow-walk, that our

1 ; boys had just changed into was blown up, Viekery and Shaw being

killed and the others badly shaken; Stephens was hit by a beam
aoroes the knees and has been evacuated with Bynevitis.

Spent most of to-day msleep; had the bad luck this evening to get
snapped up for night duty on Burgiocal Ward,

| 28/2/17. Had a pretty solid night leoking after five very badly wounded chaps,
inoluding a dying Frits, who has died during the day.
1 Thirty of "B" Beot. go teo Lestrade and a similar number of 1lth chaps

e IR
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have gone to advance posts to commence taking over from us. ly :
Went, with most of the rest of the ambulance boys, to the funeral |
of Vickery and Shaw this afternoon at Armentiers Military Cemetery. i
Hear that I, with remainder of "B" Seot. move off at 9.45 in the i
mornings Bpend last evening at our room at "Raymond'st,

Arrived hare at D.R.8. L'Estrade by Horse Ambulance at 11 o%cléck
this morning. On the way here I saw H’Bnﬁrtdgo'l cousin driving a
supply waggon but did not have a chance to spesk to him.
«  This place is about & mile from Steenweralk%and stands on its own.
The oamp is mostly canvas being built round a farm-house whish forms
the neunleus.
Treatsd to a great sight here as soon as we arrived; a Fritz airman
tried to bring down the Observation bdlow stationed here but failed; ;
ths airman had two tries and was undoudbtedly a plueky one, The !
observers descended safely in their parachutes and the aeroplane W’- :
' made good lts esoape, Sohrapmel from the "Archie's” shells was i
flying round pretty thiek as the plane was so olose over us . It is
& great sight to watoh for one expects to see the 'plane brought
down every minute. :
8aw n woman, two little kids and e dog drawing a plough to-day while
a man guided it - & very fummy sight, yet a ead one; my word, the
people here know that there iz a war on.
We are sleeping for the precent on stretohers in one of the tents,
but expsot to get fixed up better later on beds of a kind in the
Farm=house loft that the 1lth ohaps have not quitted yet.

Very cold in the tent last night; we were all too frosen to get
up for first parade. I'm in charge of scavengers squad to-day.
Heard this afternoon that some men were wanted to go on guard at

& farm-house near here as a nipper there had rmumps and the house
wes isolatsd to troops; I warned all the ohaps to "Impshi® and
I'm dashed if I didn't fall in myself for it and have to go there
from 7 = 10 p.msy it wasn't bed though, for I got a lot of

| sorrespondence dons and a warm comfortable room and put in the good
work in my best French with the people there for future cccasion -
especially « especially Mselle. "Ginger" (Agnes).

3/3/17. Rest of Ambulance arrive and last of 1lth moved out. R.D. with
‘ most of "C" Section went direct from Armentiers to “ake over small

' Rest Statlon from 1lth at Ergainghdm. Detailed as Corporal in

| sharge of Night Ward Orderlies until further notioce.

4/3/1.7. Went in to Steenweroch to see R. Hutton, who is 0.C. of Div. Reinf.
Camp there - saw Capt. Erie Kerr in a oar on the way in but did not
g°t & chanoe to speak to hims Found Rup. was out but met him on
| the road on the way back; he is A.l.; 1ikes his job and hopes it
| 4| may last for a decent time.

| B-8/3/17. Went into Steenwerch for a bath at one of the Estaminets that I

\ looked for yestarday = so rushed that one has to bath by appointment
| and party of us went to 2nd. A.C.C.S. for a yarn to Temmy Turnbull,
Bob Williams and a couple of cur own chaps who were patients there.

7-8/3/11. Had a sleep this morning for one can't always get enough at nights
while on night duty - I usually slesp in the mornings. Took some
patients te Reinf. Camp this afternoon and had a chat with Rup.

Hutton. BSgt. Wilson awarded M. M. for work on night of 10th Bpde. ' E
s tunt. 4 L *
q¢ = s
9/3/11. R. D, and rest of "o" Seet. arrived from Ergingham having been I8 |

relieved there, to their sorrow, by "Tommies".

10-11/3/17. The souvenir books of the unit "All Abert It" came to light to-day

and I have sent my lot, bar one, to home and friends. ok :

Went for a walk with Alee to Steenwerch this afternoon - we usually JJ s
| o for a walk to some place or other in the af ternoons. amp, If

ommy T. paid us a visit this evening. 3
| 8
. 12-/3/171. Two days ago Fritz treated us to another entertainment = three of his

plenes attacked the balloon mgein; +two kept high to protsat the third
which dived right on to the balloon and oiroled round it firing 1ike
fury until it went up in one great blaze.




25/3/17.

26-27/3/17.

224

yrvers got out &s soon as they saw Frits coming and landed safely

parechutes.
anes brought down two Fritz planes the same day to even mccounts.

a party to Relnf. Camp and saw Rup, and got some longz trench
from him that I had asked him to get for me.
ga Molntyre has besn awarded the M. M. for work on night of 36th
% uhioh took pleoe m night or two after the 10th Bgde.rald and was
bon".
fomething doing vt Armentiers to-night as a lot of our boys have been
~ sent to ald the 1llth Fld. Amb,
3 1“1.80 Oot up to watoh the bombardment at Armentiers whioh has just
T started - 1s very henvy and covers a wide front.
- 1,30 Firing over and all seems qulet again.

- Played 2nd A.C.C.85. football to-day and got "stonched".

~ Tommy T. and & party of the 2nd A,C.C.S. visited us this evening and
we spent the evening at "Agnes's" soelally.
Aleo afterwards gave ua his mastsrplece "Bread to the right, moup to
the left,"he's a lucky man who gets two bits of bread = Kel, is head
of the mess-room staff and bread has been short lately.

R. D. develops measels by some evil chance.
Paid "Agnes" a visit this evening.

R. D, sent to Hospital todey.

Vieited Steenwerch with Kelso, Opl. C. Smith and Sgt. Bert Reid and
hed 2 free tea 2t Y. M. C.A. (Sunday); went to the pletures later
with Bert.

"c" Seotion left to-day to start making an M.D.8. at Poxt d'Aschelles
for Plogstaert (Plug St.) sector of Messines Ridge.

Toumy T, oame along to enquire re transfer for himself and Blue
Lérimer from 2nd, A.0.C.8. to our unit having heard nothing more of
their applieation for transfer to Artillery that they put on some
time ctgo -~ nlso made arrangements for a dinner in Bteenwerch next
Thursday evening for a party from our unit and the 2nd A.0.0.S.
Sent Keleo's und my watoh to Bherwood for repalr.

Very "dry" = fortunately, pay day ocmes desy after to-morrow as our
party oan hardly ralse 2d,

A party of about 15 of our boys go with 10th Bgde. out pest St.Omer
for 18 days special fleld training.

Had & ooncert this evening in the mess-tent whioh was decently
rigged up for czme; most of the Ltems were by our own chaps though
some outslde help was obtained = hope to have similar oconeerts fort-
nightly in future,

Another party of 15 go to join "C" Seotion at "Caotus Farm" as the
boys oall 14 there.

T. Turnbull eame along this eveninp to say our "party" to-morrow
evening was "off" , also that he was uot applying for transfer at
present anyway as "leave" looked "likely".

Visited boys at "Cactus Ferm” and find them all confined to cnp as

Col. Dick while ex utlﬁ }&u mshwim l!.“n Jlttm. olrtr

e e, oarelesuly () thrown in with some rubbish and -xploded.
Aleo end I had intended going to "Kewi" Pierrot Show with Bod. and
party but as they were "gated" we had to go on, on our own; it was a
brillient show with a fine orohestra and worth the 8 mile walk. Got
back to camp about 10.30. Bhort sleep tonight as the olocks go for-
ward an hour to-night - daylight saving scheme,

Service in our own mess tent thls afternoon. Couple of Franoch lessons
from "Agnes" during the da

Heard from R. D. who 18 fn{rly right ngni.n and expeots to be back soon.
Kelso went to Hazebrucke with "Seables”.

Hod a word with Rup. Hutton when I 4took some men along to the Reinf. Camp.

e
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got back from 10 days' course at same school so expect
11 move and the war re-commence for our unit again.
ssone golng pretty well. Took up milking at the farm to-
> the cows' disgust.

has arrived back and is right again; ber a sore ear.
ts Mr. Lourence re "Rayless" Beanrch-light argument.

an énowing & good deal.
"French lessons "off"jwhen up at the farm one morning lately the "Gendames"
‘ralded and finding that "Beer" was boing nold out of prescribed hours
 the place has boen placad out of bounds to troops for 2 weeks.

The Div. Plerrots came from Armentlers to-day and geve us an entertain-
mant in the mesa=tent; 1t was very good and much appresiated by the
patienta end ourselves.

The Xmas parcels arrived to-day = rather lete but in good time for
Eacter); we were like a lot of kids with prize-packets again.

Got the Job this morning of golng to our old advance posts to get some
"whaolers” that wern left therm when we wero relleved = got the liver
nearly sheken out of me in the wagon, going and coming, and only got one
whenler out of thrae miseing and was luoky and had to put up a great
fight to get 1t - thinge seemed to be very quiet there.

Colonnl Purdy left this morning for six days holiday - we don't mind
if ha tnven more.

Want to "Arohie" Plerrot Show in Stecnwerch this evening but it wasn't
too good.

Purty thet went to "Fleld trnininﬁn with 10th Bgde. arrived back.
e

Had & very "eonvivial"evening at
and our party.

rie" Farm with Tommy ?., Blue L.

Up early this morning end away with patients for Opthalmie Hospital

at Hagebruoke, Oot to the Hespital about 10.30 and after delivering
my petients looked up & oomfortable room near-by for the couple of
nights I stay here wilting for my patlents to be fixed up for me to
tako beak apgnin and then had e atroll through the town. In the after-
noon I met Perry whe had oome on aftsr me with the "Soables" and had

to raturn next morning -~ I spent remainder of the day with him.

Gat up very late as sheets and a spring mattress are toorare to be
trented 1lightly and thon went out for a walk to watch the marketting in
the Square, for 1t happened to be market morning.

Went bnek to where I had my room for dinner, which was good, and then
put in tha recst of the ef ternoon practicing Frenoh on the 1little
Msella, thera as the weather was too bad to go out.

Reported at Opthalmie Hospital at 8 o'elook and took those of the
patients who were to go back with me, to the Convalescent Camp for the
evening - didn't leave thle camp in the evening se 1t was snowing too
hard,

10/.4/11. Catoh early train from Barzebruoke and reach own eamp again at 8.30.
Party leave for St. Omer for work with 9th Bgde. on Fleld Training.
Go on duty, Night Ward Cpl. agaln, and have a busy night so ecouldn't
snenk much sleep,

11/4/17. 8leep this morning.
Snowing heavily to-day.
Great news of our advence at Arras = hear continual hnuy firing south
of us.

12/18/4/17. Nothing much dolng last few days bar recelving and writing letters, galore.
Continued good news of British offensive and fresh news of great French
of fensive,
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evening with Alec, Dangles and Angao Dredge to "Kewi" show
‘about three miles distant and the walk whioh wss done in quiek
‘about knosked me out, I have got so out of condition on this
night duty. The show was "Brilliant"; on the way baok we
and had & word with Bodington and the boys at "Castus Farm"
ohelles M.D.S.);1 we were halted and questioned by the sentry
lway-crossing but I put on the "high stuff" in my offlcer's
n overooat and bluffed through es an officer with a working party;
hen oalled in on Tommy T. at 2nd, A.C.0.8. so did not get back to
r own oamp until late.

" § fr. each &!.mn paid this morning for some alleged damage done
r units when/8kmp at lark Hill, Salisbury Plains, England.

d our photos taken in at Steenwerch to-day.

‘Went to see the football matoh betwsen our unit and 2nd. A.C.C.8. at
Steerweroh this afternoon and onlled on Rup. Hutton, who is A.l, at the
same time.

Mi A.CuCeBs took us down I.‘l’.n-

‘Aleo wont of f with the Eye-patients to Hazebruoke this morning.

Armentiers solidly ehelled yeaterdey and to-day with Gas and H.E. Shells -
eivilians suffer heavily.

Went to "Movies" with R.D. this evening.

Very heavy 1 hour's bombardment on Armentiers sector last night which we
learn this morning was dus to Frits raid which falled badly.

Moke up in the middle of a decent sleep this morning to find Lt. Maughan
pinching my excess pillows and blankets off me - just as well weather is
warming up now.

"Things" look 1ike a move before long. "Kewi" Plerrot Troupe were
to have entertained at the camp here this afterncon but did not turn ups.
Six of us and three of 2nd, A.C.0.8. inoluding T. Turnbull and Blue L.
had an enjoyable dinner and evening at "/gnes” Farm house this evening.

Had our photoe (our party) taken by "Bgnes" at the Farm house this

u'mrn'ing.

We all went to the 2nd A.C.C.8. Sports lloatinﬁ this afternoon and of

gourss wes were most interested in one or two "open" events that we were

represented in.

Ool. Purdy won the Officers race off & good mark that he helped himself

to get; much to our amusemsnt, in brilliant style. Krause was beaten

in open 100 yards being in very poor form.

Our unit team won ths tug-of-war.

I saw Frank Wheatland who was wrongly reported at one time to have been

returned to Aust, after being evacuated from our unit, at Armentiers siek -
_ end Erio Kerr there and had a shat with them; both were very well.
26-27/4/17. Went out with some of the others including Major Kenmny this morning for

& run, as we may be having some sports next week, when we hope to get ow

own baok on 2nd. A.C.C.S. = a Flanders virago ordered us out of the field

we were running in; we all ¢old her what we thought of her and all like

her - Major Kenny espsoially and he managed to make it olear he thought

80 llttle of her that it 1s not worth entering.

Alao went to Hazebrucke with "Scabies" this afternocon.

Played D.A.C. football mnd our boys scored & win for a change .
Our sports "off” for the present as we cen't find a ground.
Vote to-day for Aust. eleotions - I got in first vote in our unit.

Secured the job of taking the Eye-patients to Hazebruoke again. Arrived
hers at Hazebruckc with them at 9 o'olook this morning and after handing
them over 1 secured same room as I had last time.

Found A's P.C. girl this time that I couldn't looate before and had a
"oonversazione” with her.

30/4/117. Beautiful weather so just roam around seeing the plase and leaking more
oagsh than the trip is worth.

1/5/17. Month stsrts with very fine weather.
Back to B'werch this morning and colleoted photos of myself taken there
a few days ago on my way out to oamp.

Spent the evening at "Agnes" farm and got the snap she took of us whioh
is very good.
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15/6/17.

16/5/17.

18/5/17.

I am to get a ohange off night work, which I em glad of now that
ing such beautiful weather.

11iams of Hawthorn Oollege days, a day or wo ago on one of the
ies; he is in the 3rd. Div. Englneers.

from Wallie P. to-day; he has had the luck to get "Blighty" leave
48 very soarce at present.
Tommy Turnbull is to go into Officers "try out" school and will then go
on to Oxford or Cambridge should he prove "the goods", of whisch I have
‘no doubt.

Laurie Woods paid us a visit to-day.
‘Had a soratoh orloket matoh in whioh Keleso hit up a score of 69.

‘Sunday - Service in our mess-tent.
Aust. Mail end I get a oouple from Kit.at last.

Broka off one of my front teeth on soma bally raisins in a pareel from
Aust. so don't know thet I am very glad I got it.

Heavy bombardment by both sides to-night Armentiers way, and a gas alarm
whish put the wind up the Franch ecivilians but fortunately no gas came ®
the exoltement soon died down. :

Te Steenwerch statlon early this morning to meet some patients.

"Kewl" Orchestra came and gave us an mfternoon's very enjoyable music.
Cpl. Caldwell~Smith left for Officer's Sechool this morning and we were
all sorry to lose such a decent chap.

Read out on parade this morning that leeve is to be granted at the rate
of 1 man tho Div. per day and applications were salled for; we think
it rather a joke but have all put our names in just the same.

Soratoh matoh between lst and 2nd Criocket Teems and lst. had their work
out out to win.

Had broken tooth orowned yeatsrday but had to have it off again today =
absoess formed and it dosen't feel too good at all,

Bod., Kel.and I went for a walk to Steenweroh thls evening and ran into
soms of Bod's friends; as a consequence we got home "well" but late.

Btayed in camp and gave a hand in the mess-tent today es most of the
starvation-staff were away at soms oricket match.

Capts. Wheatland, MoMehon and Chaplin promoted to "Major" rank,

Frits sent a few 12" shells over us today - they sounded as though they
were for us, but landed as & matter of fast a good # mile away.

Being e ocasual hand in time of need in the mess-tent. I join ina game
of oricket to-day. Cooks and "Starvation" Staff versus Sgts. - we lost.
Capt. Chaplin left us to-day to join the 1lth A.F.A.

Adveance parties of units of 4th Aust. Div. arrived at Haszebrucke yester-
day; Baker met Les. Robinson who is one of the 12th. Fld, Amb. party in
Hazebruoke yesterday and he is to visit us here today if he oan manage it.

Les. Robinson visited us last night at 7 o'olock, =2nd of oourse there

was plenty of talk flying round; he stayed the night with us and returned
to his own billet at Douhen - about 5 Kilos, from here - this morning.

The Colonel picked on me this morning to turn a dirty piece of land in the
centre of the ocamp into m garden of Eden, so I made & start with the pick
this morning.

Les. Robinson omme cver again this evening and stayed to the unit concert
but not for the night as the main body of the 4th. Div. are to arrive in
the small hours of to-morrow morning end he must of course be on hand .
The unit concert was very good and now that the stage and scenery is all
finished, we expeot to have tham frequently.

Things were lively at ‘he farm after the eoncert.

Work hard on my "barren acre™ this morning.

This afternoon a lot of the l2th Fld. Amb. came over to see us inocluding
Fred, Wandsborough, Everett Reld, Leo. Bharry, Claude Johnstone, Gerd d
Rook and Bert Howgate = all our old orowd at Seymour so i1t was & decent
reunion. While they were here a Fritz plane ceme over and tried to

"bust" the Observation balloon at the baeck of us, but failed. The
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s landed safely by parachute; the "Frits" made good his esoape
shells burst very olose to it - it kept very low and so had
rther guns out of sotlon; some of the shells were a bit short t
and burst o little too close over us for comfort, but none was hit.
Drouin took the visitors back by oar and we expeot them over again &
ow. evening to the concert that the "Arohies" are going to give us 1
n our "Theatre",

~ having been relleved by P. B. men.

The Seymour boys of the 12th P, A. and Maffin of the 13th came over this
aftdrnoon and had tea with us and stayed for the "Arohle's" concert which M
was very decent; they left here very late so will arrive back at their )
own oamp early to-morrow morning.

i
Less Robinson was over for a while thls evening. Was to have gone up to ;
Ploystaert in charge of & rellief party of 12 tomorrow morning - we are ‘
doing soms dug-out bullding up there = but Lt. Auston won't let me go f
with abscess in jaw in present state; Howltt is going up with the perty. |

Worked hard and with W, 0, Porter's aid finished my plot this afternoon
and sownd It with oats - the Colomel had a bit of a dig at it too.

Falrly heavy rain.
Fritz shelling a blt Ploystaart way to-day. ‘
f
1}
i
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Always running inte the W.0. lately when he is looking for someone for

soma job he has forgottsn about on parade = fell in for room-orderlie

this morning. i
Kel.and I visited the 12th Fld. Amb. this afternoon,and on our way

through Stesanwerch handed in the 10th Fld. Amb. entries for the Y.M.C.A.
Sports on Monday next (Whit Monday), and to get prints of photos"Agnes”
took.

Had & very enjoyable evening with the Seymour boys of the 12th and |
arrived home at sbout 10.30 and found R. D. happy. a

Cleaned up the oats-pateh this morning and gave a hand in the mess-tent

in the afterncon.

"g" Tent Af not the whole of "C" Seotion set out somewhere to-morrow, so

the long-expected good work must be commenoing soon now; we have been I
expeoting it awhile now so are not surprised at such short notice. !
Conoart by the "Balloonatios" at our theatre this evening; we did not |
#8e too much of it as ws had an "Alsmoe" party at the "Agnes” Farmhouse, |
whioh was lively, l
Les. Hobinson visited us again this evening. \
"c" Tent which of oourse inoluded R.Duckett, left for Port d'Archelles ‘
M.D.S, to-day,where I believe they ars to work with the (Dare-Devil) )
9th Fld, Amb. and other smbulence "C" Seotion Tent Divisions in the |
coming Stunt. Kel, end I are to stey here and run this place with "B" |
Seot. Tent Div. which will be tame but comfortable - Capt. MoPhes and g |
Major Kenny staying in oharge of us which is very satisfactory.

The Sgta. were up to-day reviewing the ground that the various seotions

are to work over during the Btunt.

My 27th "mile-stone” and the oompletion of our first six months in France. i
We all signed a testimonial affair to-day, to be forwmrded to Mrs. Major i
Chaplin - to show her what a prize she has.

Took the men to Div. Reinf, Camp and then went to see the Cricket Match
betwesn our team and that of 12th. Fld. Ambs = our team had an easy win. ‘|

Servine in mess tent thls morning and this afternoon we had a seotion
eriocket matoh.

Messed round in the mess-room this morning and this afternocon we had the 2
Y.M.C.A. Sports to amuse us; we oame mn easy first, winning nearly every- || &
thlﬂg.
220 = Stone, lst Plmoe; 100 yds. - Stone, 2nd place; Tug-of-War lst Plaoce; '

Bioyole Obstacle Race and High Jump « Parkinson lst place; 880 yds. =
myself lst place; Relay Rase = lst place, Stone, Bud, Kelso, Myself.
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~ Told this evening that I am to go with Opthalmio Patients to Hazebruoke
in the riorning butlater same is oancelled as I am wanted to relieve one
of tho L/Cpls. st Ploystaert.

@Got ready to go to Ploystaert but arrangements were cancelled at the last
mimute and I was put on Werd Duty,

Bodington and Krause eeme back late last night for a night's sleep from
Ploystaert work-party, and as Cpl. C.-Smith returnmed from Officer's
"try-out" school to go on to 0.T.C. at Oxford, we spent the evening in
oom + Bod, snd Krause returned to-day and Cpl. C.-8mith went off
Take on the Surgloal Ward to-day and have a very busy time ms "A" Seot.
Tent Div., went off to some A.D.S. at Ploystaert and stripped the ward of
all equipment. .

Duokett peld us a visit tosdey from M.D.8. at Pokb d'Aschelles.

Leas. Robinson came along this evening just in time to see Pritz send our
belloon here up in smoke; 1t was nearly dark when he ocame over and it
was some sight to see the tramcer-bullets on their way from plane to
balloone.

Rig work-party wes to have gone up to Ploystaert to-night but it has
bsen cenoelled.

Hard at work all day,.

Went up to"Marie!s” Farm for awhile with Kelso but did not stay long as
gompeny there was rather "irresponsible”.

Some o" "A" Seot. have gone up to Ploystaert.

Working hard. Work parties returned from Ploystaert; one of our chaps
nemed Chalmers was clightly wounded there to-day and M . Campbell some-
what shaken up by same shell.

Hear that Bnowy Nathan of the 39th was killed a month ago.

Parkinson "ceme off" his biks to-day and has gone on to 2nd. A.C.C.8,
for X-ray (1) broken leg.

Have not had time to write my dlary the last few days having been hard
at work for about 14 hours a day and too tired for anything but sleep
after.

All the boys bar "B" Seot. Tent Div. went up to the lines at Ploystaert
on the night of the attack - 6th.

Wa did not recoive wounded hsre at first but have about 200 now; it has
beon solid work for our deay staff of 7, as there are 500 patients al-
togonther to look after.

The etory of the attack - The Battle of Messines - is now really past
history; it hss been a great success, our boys being, at time of writing,
well beyond Mescines - our oasualties have been comparatively light in
numbsr and natures whila those of Fritz have been very heavy.

We are fairly used to bombardments now, yet the one golng on while I
write is so heavy as to make us teke more than ordinary notice - it is
our guns so probebly signifies mnother Pritsz eounter-attack, which no
doubt will be a costly fallure for them as the preceding ones have been.
Our unit ossualties in the Battle have been es follows:-

Killed - Craven and Rhyl.

Wounded - Capt. Glassford Jnr. L/Cpls. Thomas, Wood H., and Cleal.
Ftas. Trefipitt, Bob Davies, Chalmers, Capt. MoSweeney.

Uased = or Blightly Wounded and Gased - L/Cpl. Dines, A. V. Johnstone,
U. Fvans, A, Ware, J. Cormlok, Aleo. Munro, E, B. Dawson, Adams, Laver,
Gillett, Murray, Wilson, Sgt. Hodder.

Hare at L'Estrade D.R.8., we felt very little concussion from the ex-
plosion of the mines on the Messines ridge on the night of the attack but
a8 they were heard and felt distinotly many miles to tho rear of us, I
oonolude that we must be in a sound poocket of some kind here.

A few of "A" and "B" Seotions came baock to-night for a 24 hours spell.
Capt. R+ Hutton came in to-night, after his arrival back from a good
holidey in Englend, to see if any of his were here and to make some
kind of a list of them, when they would be fit for duty again, eto; he
is looking very well and goes on up to the lines to-night.

We have had a lot of our best Asroplane Bquadrons here for the Battle
and have seen what our latest planes oan do these last oouple of weeks
and there seems to be little that they ocan't do in the air now; the naval
tri-planes and the latest bleplanes put Jules Verne's prophecies in the
shade - they have outolassed Frits here.




‘Been busy sleeping and writing up mail which had got behindhand this
‘lant B days so have got behind agein in this, the tale of my experiences.
fhe boys all arrived back from Ploystaert round about the 12th and "C"
Tent from Port d'Aschelles on the 1Bth.

"A" 8sot. Tent Div, are away running a olearing station for 10th Bgde.
naar( Nemi® Eglisse. v i¢/vd - 7

"g" Beot. Bearers weres away at Port d'Asohelles for a day or two but are
back again now,

I was relleved from duty on Surgioal Ward and have had an easy time for

a oouple of days and will now have a try for night duty for a while again.
Everything has besn fulirly quiet lately - a couple of days ago I saw a
gouple of Frite Balloons brought down and for the last couple of days
Fritz hes bean putting over a few long range naval shells a couple of
which burst just about over us last night.

Horb, Morris - now a Major - oalled in at Pokt d'Aschelles and saw

R. D. one day - some style eta. Roy says.

We have recelved a lot of reinforcements lately ineluding a Cpl. who

has baen made "B" Seot. Waggon Ord. Opl. = bad luck for Kelso who has
been aeting W. Ord., Cpl.

Iwo of our chaps = Rennie and Alexander -
datnil in exohunge for two from the detail,
Alec Kslso went to Armentlers yesterday but it wes too "hot" there and
qulte d-serted so he did not slay long.
Estaninets at whioch we used to foregather when thirsty = very seldom = are
now "non-est" and that the old M.D.8. has been sbandoned for healthier
quarters.

have gone to 37th G.M.C.

Major Frank Wheatland wue here yesterday; I was speaking to him for a
while = he 18 looking better than I have ever seen him.

Len Groat went to C.C.5, yssterday with poat-gas trouble and we hear
to-day that he has been sent on so he will probable be in England soon -
some of the others are slready there we hear,

Wignt for a swim in the Lys a oouple of evenings ago - the swim was

good but the dust and rain storm whioh caught us in the water and our
olothes on the bank made a very decent mess of us,

Took on Kelso's job on night duty lest night as he was away with our

He says that many of the ‘

——

oricket team pleying a N. Z, team and was golng on with the o thers
later to the "Kewl" Plerrot Show so I have spent most of to-day in bed.
Les, Robinson eame slong to see us and say good-bye, as they were being

relieved at Steenwerch and moving back somewhere unknown, a couple of
days ago.

"Missed” a night job and have been for the last few days on the skin
disennes ward and am just getting things well in order there now.

Our oricket tenm played 3rd N. Z. a ocuple of days ago and beat them
well - Pater Dredge made the century "not out" in fine style;

I met Les. Robinson in Steenwerch at the mateh = his unit is back near
their old billett st Dulieifl agadn.

"A" Bection have gones to some place in Bailleul to take over a D,R.8.

of which we here, know no partioulars as yet. &

Great seriel asctivity lately providing good entertainment for us.

Three days ago a Frite plans came over and up went two of our balloons !

of whioh there has bean a long line up here since the Battle of Messines;
yesterday morning a Frits squadron of fast battle planes raided the line
of them from end to end at great speed and brought down - or sent up - I
three of them; 1in all eases our cbservers got well away in their para- ‘
chutes. It was soms sight to see three go up at once and as many as 20 §
observers out in their parashutes at various etages of the debent. ‘

Yesterday evening an serial combat right over us, but above the oclouds i ;

e Fritz battle-plane met its Waterloo and it was really a great sight

to ser it ooms bursting through the clouds, nese diving spirally until ‘

it crashed to earth mbout 1000 yards awny = the plane was completely
smashed but the alrmen were alive; one did not live long and of the
others we have not heard since a Frits battle plane got into diffioulties
with & squadron of ours here this morning at about 12000 feet and tried

to escape by the elusive spiral nose dive - elusive because it may be .J .

gonuine or bluff; in this omse it was bluff and the Frits plane "flattened |
out” and made for its lines at about 600 feet but was brought down before
getting there by one of our following planes from the attacking squadron.
Fritz got cheeky to-day and came over at mid-day and "sent off" the balloon
on our left and since then has been firing heavy schrapnel at the balloon
on our right - wonderful shooting but unsuccessful.

l“!aokerle{ transferred into Corps. SBanit. Squad.

Archies” gave us a oconcert in our "theatre" heres last night.
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Quiet lnataly. Our oricket team has been playing a few matohes against
N. As toems, all of which they have won easily.

L/Cpls. Oroat and OGandy, Pte. Mudle and Cpl. Ellls of 39th Detail

have been awarded M.M's. from Messines Stunt and Bgt. Aleo. Wilson
got & bar to hils M. W. out of it.

Les.Robinson has been along from his billet near Dulieul a ocouple of
times lately to ses us.

This morning I was sea bathing and this afterncon we had a very nice
afterncon tn with es many strawberries and oream as one wished, for
sinoe last "entry" things have moved some and I am now - along w!.th
Skete Tunbridge end Roy Rule ~ at the 2nd Army Rest Camp st Ambleteuse
whioh is six miles or so out of Boulegne and three from Wimereux whioch
liss batween Ambletouse and Boulogne, the three being on the coast.
Ahout 4 o'olock last Sunday efternoon I was told that & note had come
through from Col. Furdy, who 1s with "A"™ Seot. at Bailleul, to the
offsct that tho three of us were to prooceed to Steenweroh Reinf. Camp
thet evening end from there on to 2nd A.R.C. Ambleteuse next morning
along with the rest of the 3rd. Div. chaps who were going; we were
Inoky enmugh *o go* down to the Reinf. Oamp in one of cur ears and
thers we found chout 230 others of 3rd. Div. gathered for seme purpose
end not enough sleeping room so four of us ocleared out and found our-
salves room in the R.8,C. billlet in a barn and we got a decent sleep
though the elr was tilek enough to cut. 1In the morning we marched to
Bnilleul - our puokas thank heaven going by G.8.W.

The truln journey was nothing to write home about but the eountry we
prosad through war very pretty in places and one ocould not help
notloing how intensely the ocountry was oultivated.

We arrived at the statlon of Wimmereux about 4.30 p.m. and then had to
walk with full psokas up out to the camp = an absoclute hell of a march
even beanting that at Le Havre on disembarkation.

The enmp is & ball-tant one and very elean - gnod wet and dry ocanteens,
meas-tents, eto.

The routine here is Revellle 6,30, Breakfast B,;

Rifle Inspection and Fall In 9,30, after which all s re marched down to
the beach for a swim, though it is optional whether one bathed or not -
no further parades exeept meals,

FNot nllowad to leave oamp before 2 o'olook, this hour being fixed it is
explained to us in order that all will have dinner before leaving eamp
en! 8o not make in-roads into the small bread supply eto. that the
oiviliens round here now have.

It appeared thls morning that leave to go to Boulogne and Wimmereux
was not going to be too generous so we all protested and paraded with
the result that al! who wanted same were granted leave and this we hope
will be an esteblished rule for the remainder of our stay here - 14 days.
Didn't apply for leave to-dey = too tired after yesterday's march ouf
here and transpert being soaree it is of'ten necessary to walk the bulk
of the wey to Wimereux and back = trams run between Wimmereux and B.
There are 12 to a tent and Rule and I are in with 10 9th Bgde. ohapsj
this wenther hrlf the ohaps are sleeping cut in the open so we are
alright in the tent, but if the weather changes goodness knows

how we will get on.

The villege of Ambleteuse is not large or very interesting though it

is a "sight for sore eyes" after the villages and towms wé have been
near the last 8 months for it is elean and modern and a +ypleal sea-
side pleasure place, something like "Portsea" mear Borrento on the Bay
at Mslbourne.

Our cemp is practically on the beash and we see the destroyers patrolling
up end down all day and now a Parseval air-ship eor a ses-plare on the
same job.

Food not too good and needs a fair amount of supplementing; we take it
in turn to "mess orderlie" for the day.

Just before leaving our unit camp, Kelso was made Acting Wagon Ord. Cpl.
of "B" Seat, and we expeot that the rank will be confirmed as soon as
Colville-Smith passes his Officer's Course in England and is struck off
our strength.

The weanther 1s beautiful though just a 1little on the oool side; I have
beon having a great time - going into Wimmereux or Boulogne every day.
I met the Colonel in Wimmereux one evening and he told me that our unit
was golng into the lines -« taking over from the llth = on the 1llth of this #
month, which mwens that I will have new quarters to go baock to. -
8aw Hodder and & covple of the others down for the day in the car that wae
%o 4a¥a the Colomel bmak.
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Puseed Oroat in the train one day between Wimereux and Boulogne =
thought he had gone on to England but he may do &0 yet.

1 have boen wandering about a lot with a Sgt. Robinson of the 37th.

The Quesn visited some of the Hospitals mbout here a dey or two ago and
1 oaught a good view of her both eoming and going.

The old "oastls oity" of Boulogne in the centre of the present town and
on the hill overlooking it is very interesting; the outer wells are
kept in good preservation and are about 60 feet high and the seme
through; the township within thewslls is of falr size but most of the
bulldings are modern now - bar the Cathedral and old "Keep".

Plenty of the new Kahki girls in Wimmereux and Boulogne « and very niee
too - some of them.

To-day "Third Div." {s on eamp duties here - I missed them but have
stayed in to-dey to get some letters away.

Thunders torm last night which resulted in fleoding all our tents; I

got a couple of forms in one of the mess tents and was fairly come-
forteble nz some of my blankets essaped getting socaked before we woke

up and found tha tont floodad,

¥ent into Boulogne after Churnh Parade = spent the aftarnoen listening
to the band and in the evening went to Wimereux to meet a "Kahki"friend.
Saw eome of the lately errived Ameriocans in Boulogne this afternoon -
some swank.

Jolly eold to=-day so 1iAn't have my usual morning dip. Went inte
Boulogne this afternocon.

L nMAT. Had o very enjoyable day yosterday end had just about beoked up a
full programme for the remainder of my stay here so was not pleased
to gat notice th's morning that & telegram had been received ordering

¥ my return to the unit by the 12th toemorrow. Nothing in the telegram

: to say why I was wanted so it is just a matter of "Paok UP",

‘ I gaught the bus into Wimmereux and after a couple of hours there
want on to Boulogne and found thet my train went at 4 o'clock next

morning so hunted up a rest billet and had a look at Boulogne by

i night bafore retiring.

12/1/17. I onught the train this morning slright and got through to Steenwerch
about 11 otalock. I made for our old ocamp at L'Estrade and found
that the unit had left - gone up the line yssterday so I nosed about
for tha easiest way to get up to them and had the luck to run into
tha Aoting A.D.M.8. who ran ms up to Westoeff Farm M.D.B. in his oar
and from there I caught one of our own ears up to our own Hd. Q. here
2t Kandahar Farm whioch oonsists of Tents and a few sand-bag dug=-outs
arranged in and around two smashed farm houses.

I found on reporting, that I had been recalled from Boulogne to run in

the 2nd Army Corpe. Fiald Ambulance Sports which take place next

Saturday et Steanwersh so one ean imagine how I "talked" = four lovely

deys at Boulogne lost for that.

There are to bs sbout 12 Ambulanoes represanted and 2 or 3 C.C.8's. at

the Sports and I om to run in the mile whish is a race which I don't

eomprey but I will have a go at it now that I am back.

Ona of our Unit - a new echap named Poulson that I don't know at all -

was killed yesterday mnd P. Samson was evacuated "Shell Shook" due te

same shell.

Two old boys - Stevens - eveounted at Armentiers -« and Williams - left

at Lark Hill - have rejoined.fandy is now attached to "B" Tent Div. in
| Kelso's place.

| 13/117. Wont with Alec. to the horse=lines some two miles baeck this morning
‘ and got some of my togs from Kel's wagon.

w Wo dined with the "transport";jin the afternoon I wrote letters.

| While I was awey the 10th Bgde. Sports were held and our boys did
very wall, winning most of the events that they entered for.

14/1/17. We wera taken to the Sports Oround at Steenwerch this afternoon in the
Horse-Ambulance Wagons and just got there in time for the 100 yds. race.
The Sports were good and we had the hardest work we have had to date,
in the various Military Sperts our tean hes oompeted in, to gain the
Championship but we did the work alright soming out two or three points
to the good.
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There were 13 Units represented -

The 3 Ambulances of the 3rd Div. = The 3 of 4th Div. - The 4 N. Z.
Fiald Ambulanoes - 2nd, Aust., Cs Cs 8. and two others.

The first three were 10th Aust. Fleld Amb. 24 points = 3rd. N. Z. Fleld
Amb. 21 points « 2nd A.C.C.8. 17 Points:. Our points were made up as
follows: =

100 yds. Stone 3rd - 1 pte 220 Stone First - 5 pts. Burdle, Stone 1lst
B pta., High Jump Eq. 2nd - 2 pts. 440 Bodington 2nd - 3 pts.

Mile Werner 1st = 6 ptas Tug=-of-War 10th Fld. Amb, 2nd = 3 points.
It was an enjoyable dny's sport and we were all pleased to have kept
our place "on top",

We won the relay race but were disqualified in error and though we
oould have obtained a deeision in our favour we let the matter drop

a3 we were ahend.

Major Kenny won the offiocers race.

I drew compensation to the extent of 40 frs. for my lost days at
Boulogne.

A party of us walked to Kemmel Hill this afterncon from the top of
vhich wa got n grent view of the entire ridge and Battle Fisld of
Messines; the ridge is barren, the treeos are stripped like poles or
uprooted end the eerth is ground to powder - there is just enough
left of the village of Messines to show where it stood.

Away on the left the shells were bursting in and in front of Ypres in
a desultory fashion and right In front of us on the further ridge we
sould plainly ses Menm-Bulllen,while nearer to us just over the
Messines ridge was Warneton whioh bids fair to rival Messines for
desolation bafore long.

We oould see our shells bursting away over in the German lines but
thers was not munh Aoing.

It was too misty to make out anything of Lille.

Tonight some of the new German high veloolity shells cams to earth
fairly near to ua hore and entertained us with the sight of decent
oolumns of trees, dirt, eto.

Alse and' I go up to one of the forward posts em the Messines Ridge to-
morrow for our 24 hrs. spin with "B" Seotion.

Wellt we had our 24 hours and have just got back from the second dose;
we were at the rail-head rellef post first time and had 24 hours very
solid work but not muoch in the way of shells,

On the 17th I took a *rip into Stesnwerch with the oricket team who
just beat the 4th Fld, Amb. by a narrow margin.

Our seocond trip up the lines was much more lively than the first but
we had & good deal less work.

Walked in to Na“o-!:gliu a couple of days ago with some washing and
met Striekland, who went into camp wit our party nearly two years ap
now.

Back from another round this time at Unbearable Trench - got a fair
dose of gas-shells for a change this time; saw some fine aerial fight-
ing as many as 30 machines being engaged at times; we saw 7 machines
brought down but In mos* eases it was a guess whose they were.

We heve had the greant misfortune to have lost two of our boys = Les.
Krause and Quinn Crawford in the last two days and Jack Curniock has
basn very badly wounded in both legs by the same shell that killed
Quinn Crawford at St. Quentin post.

We have got our wet and dry canteen going at last with Ted Ellis in
charge; 1t is making money fast and bids to be a great acquisition
and success both financially and otherwise.

I met Bill Beater who oame to visit us, in our canteen the day

before yestarday; he never recelved my letter and so did not know e
my addreas to write. He told me that Lloyd when last he heard was still |
in England. I

We go up the lines again to-morrow for another dose; last time we
expnoted to ba our last in the ordinary ocourse of business but the big
stunt we ars walting for has not yet taken place so we are to oarry on
until 1+ doss and ses it through after which we will be relieved.
We expented to go up for the oclimax to-night as "A"™ Beot. were double
issurd this morning But dpparently such was just a precaution in case,
All day long the Hun has "barraged” the road just below us with beavies
and we have been und~r a shower of fragments the whole time. McImntyre

was knooked down by a blg piece on the neck but fortunately it hit flat
and was nearly spent so didn't damage him.
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One chap was badly knocked on the leg about 40 yards down the road

but not a great deal of damage wns done.

Kelso and I were at Unbearable again last time and we had some awful
falls in the mud and dark; we all fell down shell holes "beaucoup”
timea but fortunntaly we were not shelled much. We fixed up the 6ook
of the 35th and we pgot one of the most tasty dinners I have yet had in
Franos - trench cooked too.

We have got an Aust. mall =t last.

Aleo and I dug up a bath down near the horse-lines yeaterday; we had
tea at the transport cook-house and a yarn with Slater who had been
sent book there with others who were a bit "run out" in exchange for
some of the transport chaps who volunteered to relieve them. Slater
wan saying it was o pgreat safe job there so we were very surprised to
hear this morning that he had been slightly wounded by a shell that got
their billet and hnd been evacuated to C.C.8.

Mo+ Farguson, whose ayns were injured when a tin of earrots, that he was
heating in ths cook~house, blew up = has also been evacuated to C,C.8.
L/Cpla. Groat end Dinas re‘urned to unit yesterday.

Howitt and a eouple of others go to Boulogne Rest Camp on Sunday next.

We were et "Unbecrnble” sgaln yesterday and had a falrly descent time.
During the day all was quiet and we had little to do, but about 11 o'oc.
in the ~vening Fritz attacked ca gur seotor and on that of the N. Zs.
at Ploystaert on our right; the German barrage was mostly heavies

on the front linns and wno very iftense; we barraged and smashed

the attack with machine-guns and forward fleld-guns. Our casualties wes
fortunn taly light but Fritz ocaught it very holvnr = 18th Bavarian Army
Corpes The rest of the night Fritz threw "strays” all over the plaoce
an1 rot one a few feet in front of our shelter filling it with dirt

in *Yich wera Knlro nand Owen, at the time I being away with Dutton on
a enrry,

Howitt went to Boulogne to-day.

Mat Farguson, returned to-day - eyes alright.

Quiet to-day. Have just bean told that we go up the line in a oouple
of hours for the long awaited hop over. Kelso, myself, B8 others of
our own chaps and possibly some of the other Ambulance chaps, who have
just arrived here go to "Sunken Road” S8outhern Sector whish is by no
means a quiet spot.

Must go back a little and write from where I go up to last antry -
Kelso, myself, two others of our chaps and 40 of the 9th Field Amb.
went up to "Sunken Rosd" R.A.P. and there joined the 4 of "A" Sect.
who were already therea = the 9th Chaps formed a Dug-out near-by and
our four hunted up a place blg enough for one and lay down all

over enth other to ewanit the opening.

Oaptain Erie Kerr was the M. O., at Sunken Road R.A.P., with whom we
worked. :

The Barrage ovensd ebout 5:40 a.m. and the wounded started to come
through at 5.30 and we started work in earnest « short handed for a
couple of hours ns the 9th chaps as usual put in an appearance well
after time., Amongat the first batches to come through were a couple
of parties of Fritzie's who were made of course to carry their own
wounded = a task they undertook eagerly.

We were kept golng strong all morning but things slaokened off in the
afternoon; Friltz made our post very unconfortable all dey throwing
"heuvies" too oclose to be pleasant so we all spent a good deal of
the time in near-by trenches when not carying as the dug-outs were too
risky. Ceapt. Kerr, Alec and myself got well showered by a couple of

shalls while dressing one case in the open and we were all pleased to get'®

him away from the spot.

Two of our bearsrs and two of the 9th were oalled away to help at
another post in the morning and in the afternoon "A" Seot. bearers were
relisved by 4 of the 1lth chape.

At mid-night Dr. Erio Kerr and his staff evacuated the post and left
Alsc eand I, slong with the other bearers with us, to "earry on" until
the morning; in the morning Alec went down to Goosberry Farm and rang
up Colonel, explained the position end asked what was to be done as we
wara "done" and needed relief. The Colonel did not speak himself but
a rellef was promised which didn't arrive however, so we olosed the
post end made our way back to "Kandaher"; the whole of the previous
night it had rained hard and all shelters inoluding the R.A.P, being

flooded, we had besn soeked through for 20 hours and so were just
about "fin".
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From the time the M. D. lef't until we evacuated the post ourselves
about 20 wounded oame through which we dressed ourselves, Kelso
signing the tiokets - he was asked how the new M. D. was on our
return. ;

Baok at "Kandaher" we had a good sleep in spite of some high veloolty
shelling of Friend Fritsz. Next Jay Alec and I were on "fatigue" and
then after another good slesp up the line we went again - this time
to the forward R.A.P. at Cross Avenue. South Seotor and Eric Kerr

was the M. ®., at the R.A.P. and Chaplain Capt. Mills was with him as
usualy we had & good yarn with him when up there dn one trip for the
shelling haprend to be a welter just as we got into the R.A.P. and
there we had to stay, all sincerely hoping that the "verr"-proof roof
wasn't golng to be oalled on to keep out more than the rain though we
all expeoted to see the sky through it any minute.

It had been raining for three days so that the med and water was up to
the hips in the tranches, into which we were reluctantly forced to go
onos or twice; 8o we were a decent mess; though soaked through again
for 20 hours we Aldn't get a cold out of it se thank the rum, which
wes all that kept ues going = we were not relisved until 3 o'clook next
dey, for the 4th Field Amb, arrived late; we were mightly glad to hand
over to them after our 26 days and shake the mud of that oussed spot
of f our boots,

Alec and I got baock to "Kandaher" about 6 o'cloock and found that we
had to pack up and leavy- by motor wagon at 7.30 which was pretty hard
after no sleap for twe'days but "it had to be" so was dons.

Of the stunt I need only say that in spite of strong opposition and
frightful weather oconditions the 11lth Bgde. took their objeotives and
held them egainst all counter-attacks with the help of the 39th Bn.
Someone left some decent souvenirs in "Sunken Road" dugeout, which I
got hold of when we evmouated the post.

The motor-wagons brought us to our present billets near Neuve Burglum:
here we are billetted in barns and hope we will be left here a few days
anymy, as it is nlee and quiet and far from the lines.

A party of us went into Merville yesterdey afternoon. Kel. thought

he saw dway of furthering our interests there and bought a bottle of
heir-oil but without muoch result. We had tea there and returned in
the cool of the evening. Merville is a nice little town and the first
French Town we have yst been in that does not show signs of having
basn through the "warem{11” - it 1s at present full of "Pork & Cheeses"
being their HA.Qs. town.

Quiet day to-day; this evening we went into Neuve Bergium and had a
pleasant evening at "Darkie's” cafe.

Hoar we take over Steenwerch D.P.8. to-morrow, which 1s not far from
our old oamp at L'Estrade,.

"B" Bect. got about 20 minutes to padk up and start for Steenwerch this
morning; we started off oarrying our packs but happily a limber caught
us up and relieved us of them just when they had us about beat; we
arrived here at Steenweroh about 10 o'olock and are camped in tents in
the D.R.8. grounds -~ the Sports Ground.

Hear that D.R.5, here is being oclosed as such and we are just going to
run part of it as a Regimental Field Hospital.

Cyril Davenport oalled to ses me this evening. He seems to be getting
on well but will be ms glad as the rest of us to ses the end of it - I
mat him in Ascot Vale Isclation Camp in Melbourne.

Just a lazy time today. In the afternoon Roy Willlams of Hawthorn College
looked me up and we srent the evening together talking of "things and
people at Hawthorn".

"C" Seotion arrived nt 1 o'olook to-day from Neuve-Bergium; they may
ba temporarily detached from us but there is nothing definite in

that line yet.

Kelso arrived with "C" Seot. and with the news that he may be sent to
Details (40th Bin.) in place of & Opl. sent hers - we are sincerely
hoping not.

R, D. saw Rup., Hutton on the way through; he was A.l. and promised a
visit.

I went along to the Reinforcement Camp with Kelso this afternoon and
had the luck to get my top boots that I left there when Rup. Hutton
was 0. C. there.




34.
&

Muster parade this morning. Kelso reverts to rank I./cpl. « bad luck %

to lose the 2nd strips after all this time but it is not an unmixed ?
ovil as there is little ohance now of his leaving the unit for "Details". -
18
Went for a walk down L'Estrade way and looked up some of our old \
haunts there.

Got a deo. paresl from Kit. to-day.

Hear thnt Bob and Claude Ponsford are a couple of miles away with 2nd
Fld, Amb., 80 R, Ds and I took a walk along to see them; Bob was out
but we had a yarn with Claude who was looking very well. So far as he
knaw, all our Kooyong boys were right.

Cleared out of our tents and told that we leave here to-morrow = for
somewhere just bgyond St. Omer but what is in the wind have no idea;
only "A" and"B" s-eu. go to-morrow so don't know what "C" Sect. are
in for.

Up at six this morning and after breakfast we marched to Bailleul
station with full packs up which was no joke to begin with; we entrain-
ed and went past St. Omer to Wizernes. Major MoMahon met us there and
told us we had just 15 miles to go to our billets; we left our

valises and started off earrying our blankets but got rid of them on

| to one of the ears that came to meet us at about the 10 mile mark -

f a few miles more and the returning cars pleked us up and mighty glad

‘ we were to finish the journey in them.

We are billetted in cow and plg sheds - my word they are some lousy -
ean see ourselves scratohing for a week.

15/8/17. Slept last night alright we were so tired but busy soratohing this
morning. !
Nothing mush to do to-day; we put up & hospital tent and I get the !
job of night orderlie which means that I sleep in the tent instead 3
of the lousy cow shed which sults me.

16/8/11. Told that "B" Seet. beurers move to village of Camponet some 4 kilos.
distant this afternoon so as Kelso was going with them, not yet being
offlolally transferred baock into "B" Beot. Tent Div., I paraded to
Major MoMshon who was 0,C. for the day; the Colonel being at Boulogne
and Major Kenny away having some minor operation on the nose, and
worked the orscle and came with them.

Capt. MoPhee 1s in charge of us here = the village is very small but
we are now only about 4 kilos. from the town of Desvres whioh iz a
very niece township,

Our billet here is an improvement - but still "Barn".

!7/8/17. No Parade this morning - just do a little wagon cleaning and tent
pitohing, the latter beiny just to get the tents properly dry.
Kelso, Hawkins, Owen and myself have moved into one af the tents in
preference to the Barn and are hoping we won't get kicked out. A
lot of us have a rash and are hoping that it isn't "seables”™ now we
are in such"good quartcrs" end in for a decent time ms seems the case
now,

Walked into Desvres this afternoon and found the walk a beautiful one, i
the scenery "en route" being fine and the walk just a nice distance,
We had & good afterncon and evening in the town; it is not very large
but we found a good meal plsce with billard-table and drinks to suit
all tastes; we wandered 111 over the town for it looked very g;ocd to
us not being "war-s tained" at all = about 45 miles from the line. l

18/8/17. In billets to-day doing a little writing and work. Not too sure yet I
whather we have "soables" or not. ) .
Lt. (Ken.) Campbell omme along to-day to see some of the boys and
brought the pessimistic rumour along with him that we are here but
two weaks instead of the two months we have been expeoting. B
Good news of re-opening of our offensive to-day; heavy bombardment g
oould be heard here to-day so hope it is golng well.

19/8/11. A note from the Colonel to~day reealling me to "A" Sect. Billet and ‘ .
Seulecques.
I find on reporting there that he has me entered for a mile and a # |
mile race at some Tommy Sports at St. Omer to-morrow = 10th Stationary |
Hospital - I stay here for the night of sourse. !
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Kelso ceme along this morning with myself and Btone, who I induced to
take on the mile run, to St. Omer in the afternoon. We did no good.
Stone would not run in the mile and I got but 4th in the mile - the
winner was the British Army and Nevy representative in last Olympie
Games and he won B, A. & N. Mile and 2 mile for the last few years.
We haed a good look around St.0Omer after the Sports; it is a large
town with a fine park; a good many of the 2nd Div. were about and
some of the Kahki girls (W.A.A.C.) who have penetrated that part now.

Kelso and I slept at "A" Sect. Billet last night end returned to our

own billet here at Camponet this morning. We saw Capt. Webster before
returning, who told us that 9th and 10th combined Brigade Sports are to
wo held Sat., next - where not yet known. I am to run in mile unless Bray
(new Motor Driver) ean 1lick me.

Bray was to have a try to lick me last night but didn't turn up; Kelso
and I had a good run.

Hear that "C" Seotion have to march here all the way from S+teenwerch
but expesot that they will really get the train to Wizernes same as our-
selves. Hope Bod, gets here in time for the Bgde. Sports on Saturday.
OQur own Unit Sports (handieap meeting) are ts come off soon.

Paid yesterday, so in the evening, Hawkins, Owen, Kelso and myself
went into Desvres and had a very enjoyable little dinner there. Just
as we arrived baok "C" Sect. Bearers arrived from "A" Sect. camp at
Senlecques in the Horse-Ambulance wagons - Duckett with Tent Div.
stayed at Senleoques; they travelled from Steenwerch sams way as
ourselves,

Div. Sports now postponed in order to allow 1l1th Bgde. who are coming
out to somewhere near here, time to enter representatives.

All the hoys in turn are getting & day's leave to Boulogne. Kelso
and I went to-day; we oaught the 12 o'clook train from Desvres and had a
very plansant journey down for we got into a oarriage full of N. Z.
nurses on their way to "Blighty" and yarned to them the whole way; we
arrived at Boulogne about 1.30 and there joined Duckett and Stan Morgan
who had some by same train from "A" Sest. oamp at Senleoques.

Dinner took up a considerable part of our time s¢c we just had time
afterwards to ses a little of the town and visit the old “"Castle town"
and Cathedral before gatting back to the statlon for our train, at
4,17 p.m. We went baock in m earriage full of French farmewomen and

a lively lot they were - we had one singing for us a falr part of the
wWay.

Onyarri'nl at Desvrew we made for a little Cafe at which we had
erranged to meet Bod. and one or two of the others for tea; we had
enticipated a very pleasant evening but some of the chaps we met were
too far gone to attempt to be decent so the evening was well spollt.

Quiet day; had a run this afternoon and in the evening paid Duckett a
vieit. .
This morning we went "Stooking" or stacking erops for some of the farm
people round about = most of the boys are glving a hand at one farm

or other at present and glving real good assistance in getting in the
orops.

Kel, and I and a oouple of others walked into Desvres this afternnon
and met Bod. and Greenwood on thelr return from Boulogne; we repaired
to the Cafe Hotel for dinner, which was a very enjoyable one - got well
sorked on our way home.

Drill introduced to stay for the remainder of our sojourne here - mo bon.
Heavy rauin to-day.

Heavy rain so no drill and we try to 4o some letter writing. Howitt
went into Hospital with slight temperature.

Yes terday morning, Alec and I got notioce to go to Senleoques camp to
Join up with rest of "B" Seot. Tent Div., and take on the Field Hosp.
there for a spells "C" Beot. Tent Div. changed over to our billets
at Camponet so I will not see any more of Duokett than before - Some
of "B" Bearers have come to Senlecques camp with us,

This afternoon I hnd a trip to Camponet to get some straw for billets
here from one of the Farm-houses as I could comprey the lingo and make
mysalf understood a little.
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Raining hard still so nothing doing to-day. For tales of the Colonel in
the Future note: "Praml How mucht" "Forty nurses".

Duckett, Kelso and I put in a joint application for Paris leave yesterday
for there seems to be some chanse of getting "Paris" but not "Blighty"
leave in the visible future,

Received m note from Park House Camp, Salisbury Plains from Keith Bain-
bridge to let me know of hia arrival.

Hospital duty. Raining heavily so rotten job as all the tents leak
badly and taking meals round is a sloppy job.

This evening we went down to Camponet to see the "B" Beotion Boxing
Tournament; I had a go with Bid Morey as he was without a partner.

The Colonel and all the officers were there so we got a ride back in the
oar,

on Hosp, Duty - svery alternate day at present. Kelso not too good to-day,
There is a ourious highetemp. siockness very prevalent amongst the chaps

et pressnt that Kelso sesms to have a touch of; the temperature rises
about once every 24 hours to ms high as 108° and then falls rapidly egain
50 that the patient is falrly right 2/3rds. of the dsy and rotten the rest.

Rumour to the effeot that all L/Cpls. are to be paid 1/8 extra per day =
though all our books have been called in to see that our L/Cpl. entries are
ocorrect = I'm afraid it is tod good to be true.

W. Gibbs leaves us to-day for 33rd. Bitn, from which he is to go on to
0:.T.Ce -

Div. Sports postponed from time to time still so that we are getting full
up of the tralning business,

Football started again - "C" Section beat "B" Seot. last week and "A"
yosterday.

Heavy raln again after two fine days. Very heavy storm last night.
Doing a 1ittle "frenoch” again lately just in case we get out "Paris" leave,

Nothing much been doing lately. Our own Handicap Sports Meeting is to
come of{ on Wed. next and the Brigade Bports, which are taking the place
of the indafinitely postponed Div. Bports, on Sat. next. I am competing
in the mile in the Brigade Sports and Kelso in the 100 yards.

The instruments for our Orchestra have arrived and I em down for a
violin.

A oepe was left in the hospital yesterday by & chap that went on to
hospitel and I notloced that the neme on it was Fordyce H.8., so I wrapped
it up and put it asida thinking it might be Harry Fordyece of Hawthorn.
Yestarduy he ocame along to ses the chap who left it and it was he sure
enough.

Got Tom McKeon, golng over to Blighty on Bpeolal Leave, to take the
German Pooket-book andoontents I got at Wessine, and post it on to

Bruoce Jenkins for me.

Brent went in to Hospital with French-Fever to-day but we do not expect
him to be away for long. Major Kenny has arrived back.

Our Sports Meeting was a great succese; we had fine weather and it was
an ehthusiastio Meeting. he handioaps were falrly good so there wer:
some good finishes; no soratoh men registered a win.

I was & couple of hundred yards behind seratoh in the mile and found it
too much for me by a long way.

The Colonal broke some small tendon in his leg while running and thought
that one of the motor-drivers - Nott = had hit him with a stone. It took
Nott all his time to aoonvince him of hie immocence. We had some visi tors
from the staff of the No. 2. A.G.H. at Boulogne = nursss and dootors,
amongs t whom was Erlo James of Hawthorn College.

Brignda Sports fixed for to-day. Postponed again on account of the
inspsotion of 3rd. Div. by Sir. Doug., Halg which toock place to-day;

we had a few kilos to maroh to the inspsotion ground but good weather and
no packs so didn't mind.

About 18 of our chaps have gone up the line to give & hand at one of the
Clearing Stations for the stunt which commenced Thursday morning (20th)
from St. Jullent northwards and which report "has 1t" goes well .

Joe Gandy left a day or two ego to take up Div. Canteen Dutles.

m Sgt- st‘hi. has loft fﬂ' 0.T.C.
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A: tt 0::100! on the mornl
:nrra:oﬂ‘:l:d.:::.:" :t 2 o'olotk that lrtorn:::u‘: that we wers ¢, .

" e struck

ob oamp
pri o S - N B R
"c" Seotions l:rl.na.r:::"lo"uh us in the hbul:u::.:n:;n £ t':’ lass
Bponet up ke 4 ons. "B" an4 4
f"'l"p“h Up sbout 2,30 we maroheq 15 :l;:.::: ™ 11 got amy miey
svaning and stayed the night at it ¢ T8 that afterncon m4
that day which was further tham ol And 414 & good 28 k1)
h o8,

party taking a wrong turning, “p~ 8.::::::;: ﬁ-li:ohun sooount of our
thelr own ard struock the right route arrived ched that day on

"Blnrﬁghl.". whers we spent the s900nd nl‘ht‘ At the Tlll.‘. of

us. Naxt morn! " - & soupls of hours bef
8 ng we spelled” and {¢ belng hot, a lot of us :.::'

for a awim in the cansl there whioh wa
8 very decent; %
;k;i\l;p f:r the "spsll” that afternoon and svening by -::o;: h“bto

0f %o our next blllet just near the town of Chapell -3'11‘ St
it wna a very hard maroh for the pros was f e T .

t and our fest and
shouldars ware blistered and wea = el
e e S gk Ty and though we had besn relisved of

. t time on this marsh our poks felt mighty

Kelso end many of the chaps had to ride
On the morning of the 28th we started ofofy :::!:'\nm:m'l.fnbl}é.:\:or:: 1r5":t1‘1:-t.° '

to our present camp; we arrived about 2 o'slook yssterday and
to b: !ﬂh‘-! agein to-day but "B" Beotion have rc’—‘uwl h:n m:i?:::d !
and "C" have moved on to take over some D.R.B. about 8 miles awny.
Capt. Wheatlend sprained his snkle at football Just before we left
hnl;oqun and #o ws evaouated to Hospital before we started on the
MATON.
Some mew appointments to temperary rank this marning.
L/Cpl. Ksleo, Temp. Cpl. Aot. Sgt. "B" Seot. Tent Div. 1
Cpl. Wood, " Y . L R
0pl. Thompaon " # L- * "g" Dispenser.
Hear that our party = R. Duokett, Kelso, Bodington and myself - are
well up on the list now for Parls lesve but thers are too mamy "slips”
in this 1ife to take muoh notlce of that.
Ocod=bys the Brigade Sporta for some time now.
Went over to 39th camp and saw Rupert Hutton this evening; he was "Al"
and talls me that he gets his "erown" in a week or se and will probably
o to a Senlor Officers School in Blighty for a few months.
Et. Diok Wright ocalled at our samp to see Duskett and I when we wars out. r

We joined the other two Beotions this morning at the CuR.8, of Abesle

which is & hugs affair and in an awful aix at present; s soon &% W |
arrived thare "B" Seot. Tent Div, was told to be resdy to move on sguin |
that svening and we 414, by oar, to our present billet at the, fuill

just outside Plammertinghe and right on the rosd to Ypres, whioh is

about 4 miles further on. S iratng ;e il

Frits weloomed us two hours after our srrival
torpedoss right on us, knooking the bottom wall right out of our sleaping

room, @ od our ohaps with dirt eto. but did not "got" any of them, |
t:ou;:h :“u:t o; the I: N. Zs. billeting there with us were tug” .

I was out in the open watshing the hun plames laying thelr eggs while {
the ssarch=lights and arohles sought for them; on® of the "egge lur:;:d |
wnplansantly olose to me but & water oart was betwssn us and um:r; |
oart was blown to pleces, I got out lusky - a New znhndorin tnnx ng |
near me oaught a plece and I had to get to work getting him inm)

don't think that he is very bad (later - he died).
This place we are at 'ﬂur{lll' is the Walking wounded dressing station ' .

the satumt ocomes
for the Ypres ssator so we will get plenty to do when )
of f ~ we z:: working it along with W. Z. Dnit Ambulance parties and they |

are vary daoent chape. '
1 commenocs to-night with the night shift.

-
-

Aleo is golng on day Auty so

nd
The stunt 1s over and all went fairly well; the i M:;. :nrt‘:::-:
got thelr objective and have now besn relisved for a re
they ars to go over again in & :ﬂ‘,::!:‘:::"l of 14 hours = our busiest -
We had a wery busy time h."'lnﬂ:!' 400 Germans who had o wmit \.n'n:ul i :
re nmot & very good type of seldier.

or two old.

we put through 2000 whieh ine
our own ohaps ware finlshed = they we
being for the mos t part, rather teo young




;un be;nltglm&h: two of the t oha

eorgs Molntyre has beaen Ps one

station, being a .t"uh""ﬂw“.:a b\(:;.:.la net o oould wigh ¢, ment

Charlie Bond, Vio, Annett ang Ie.All.h: * Inoorreet repor

walking wounded OR8es, passed ug e '“Khul

j 1 h:;"" t":"! of the death of Erio Kepp

l ::ran:,o'::t'::lm:u::b;: Premoni tion th::hh:h .y timei he had .

| A T W v o rae PR MA11s, who wae upoy 0, Hlled u
. 8 one rd ave M, the da be-

"going west", " here to s 4

Most of our party here at the "M{11"

that wa happenad to ba off Auty and t‘:ht Inta Epres ons eltarnoan

hings we
look round the Pl“'" it 1s the worast ]‘S" o;.wsil:.:;:n:n::dl.tm“
: own

that I have yet 845N, most parts ) ki
over two or thres times, Mo mat l::o - fyes vy ;'Y had been tirned
ware talking to Alf Harrls And OGeorge Allan f
the last time - they wera Just retur
Join up with B.Sect. Bearers who were

quATtered at +h +
M.D.8. in the grol - We learnt that “c" geet, Bnrarl'lot;:.t;: ;h’..
Rast Stution goon after ourselyss (B. Tent Div.) and want ltni;::r'
up to the lines; the rest of the unit followed next day) the b.o'nr.rl
golng to the lines while the "»" gpa "C" Tent Divs. were Split up be-
twaon the Dressing Station at the Tpres Goal and the Gas Station (Hoap.)
& little further baok than ourselves at the Ni1] and on the main road
baok to Poperinge.
Have had & very bad *ime with abdomenal pains Sgain but am feslirg r
right agaln now,

10T, Our seotion wns relieved from duty and given a day off to~day just

| to show that our affort of the last fow days was appreciatad, so we

i pald Poparinge a wislt; {t 1s mush like Armentiers used to be and of fer-

, ®4 no partioulsr a‘trastion so we same home sarly as the weather was and

is vile. Hear that there {s to be another "hop-over” on our seotion early
to-morrow morning but even If sush be correct, this vile weather (s liks-
ly to omuse its postponement - it is hell for the boys in the front lines
At present without any "hop-oven", i

Hear toeday that George Willlams and Adams, who went to Artillery details
from our oountry ecamp of Senleoques, have been reported "gassed” and
"foot-orushed” respentively.

1 NA0A1. S8ince lant entry we have hed another busy session here for same
Tommy Divs. went over on our sestor. Raports of the result are s
sontradletory, but it sesms that suocess was but partisl at the ot
rather to be expeotsd as the condition of the ground is now just abou

bayond desoription.
ﬁ: .. z, nnipans Aust. Div. Troops have gone up to the line again so
we axpeot another big "hop-over" soon in which it is thought here,
other Aust. Divs are slso taking part.
R. D., lod:. Peater, Dangles and others paid us a visit on:‘lfb:::::ﬂ
lately; they all were looking well but sald things i v

sip WYY
up the line. vy th
ll.,D. passad me on the sad news that Billy Barter “;a::u:}d\n:t;::d
#£0 while working with the battery; he had an arm budly Satinres
and on top of that was badly gassed so had no °h:n”g;oth.r'1m of
evarything possible was dane for him by his mate 'a the first aot in
news from R, D. was that Elsie Mercer had somplets

saving » ohap from the Bachelor Tax. B o o
l-;ag‘,-:':nvin: s heart to heart chat with ul.dcoﬂl:n:lilml ;“s L . ,
the matter of our Paris Leave on him red-hot an

ohances as "next".

tralians and N. I's here in v‘hiohtou:nd
i sl M gbein a sad day for Aust.

leading part 10 ovel WML 8 L aition  were vory

or twe
we were held up by one
{nsufficlent bombardment had
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wore Oeorge Maolntyre, Jim Pnyy)y
ponald MoKinley, Ted Pleres, cn..f';:f‘f,.“.s'::i'{' o (ret
Phillips and Moody were killed outright, Bull :MM‘ these '
““k:z,llaﬂn::y wounded through the thigh, whiy Chemist were badly
got o ueky with a Soratah and a bed lhlki e o Fieroe
re-wounded. P& = The patient was not 1
ther onsualties kn
:oy Rule badly Imu:::. Wokengie - hlhm:“c‘t;" o Ty Adbets (killed)
troubles, I will complete the 1ig¢ hm : ("8 and Praser stor
Harry Fordyoes passed through here to-right with
.y“'d;ug:d :y :.ul and shell Soncusolon, for he
thirk ha should Tight ageln tna ¢
e ol "W weeks apd
Weather sontinuss bad ap conditions for
= wntar filled shell holes are prastical
evaountion of the wounded (s & task of the gre
t
teken and then relinguished Sgein now roru‘n ;r::: e;:r:;&:{.lmgh:':nm
thare are & rood many poor wourded ohaps there and their Plight 1s & snd one

= Today, by mutual sonsent, the Wounded were he! 1 .
so 1t 15 to bs hopad the majority have besn got 'll:.“ SRR et aidee

nforee '
-4, ment), .

*light wounds {n faoe and
Eot woll blown up; 1
have sent & nots te

the men Up in the lines are tarrible
ly the only protestion and the

#3/10/17:  On Mondny morning the 15th, we were awikened early and expested that it
was to go on duty agaln but found that we hed to Feport at the HAQ. of the
Unit. The Oas Hosp., 3 or 4 hundred yards along the road towards
Poparinge - at 8 o'olook, 80 we had to evaouate our billat in & hurry; we
fourd on reporting that our 1lttle PArty had to Joln up with the remsinder
of the 10th Brignde and go with them dask to our old quarters at and r
around Senlucequas and to entablish a Fld. Bosp. for the 10th Bgde.

Wa want by motor-bus to Senleeques, arriving late at night, so it was just \
as well wa knew our wuy about. The last 1{ttle glimpse we got of the !
"stoush” coming away from the line was » Frits Balloon golng up in smoke, {
We estnblishad the Hosp. next day and are still working it. !
The remainder of the Unlt came up yesterday; they ars for the most part
well playsd out and will need & good rest. "B" Seotlon has gons on te
their old quarters at Camponet and whether our "Sub-seetion” will follow
them on thara or not, has not yet besn deolded.

I waa mighty surprised and worriad too to hear that Roy Duckett had besn
avacuated suffering from the effests of Gas and I am anxiously awniting
& note from him to learn how ha is. 2
Len Groat was killad just before our boys eame out of the line; W. Broad s
and 0111 wore wounded, {
Nows hll,::ﬂ- through that Geprge Williame, who was gassed while sway on
Artillery detall work has dled as also has Bull,from his wounds.

-

Some Frits must have lost himself a night or two ago for he amp'dtﬁh::ﬂ:: 2

on and around Lotinssn Station about 2 mlles from hers from & s;:: om:fy I
Eot  osuple of trueks; we got a great surprise here in o\;r q: to-day for
ratrant to hsar bombs "swishing” down. Sgt. Jack Eowan left u

0:.T.Co 1
Four of us = Kelso, Angwin, Dow and myself - spent a ;'&E:.;::n:ho night !
evening in at Desvres on Sat, evening 1est) = StAY®e OO0 o iends there
I oy s e e whioom:

wer ased to mes u) and gave us o {aalons

H-n: :::{ s:!v Turnbull and Caldwell - Bmith have got thelr com= p ]
. to Maehine Oun Sestions. 14 erigimle
An:-:r:a::;:::;d-nu arrived to-night lneluﬁiﬂ&‘;"::r:r.rr!’.:. Sgt.gh:nhh -

smong whom were Wallle Ofllett, Orif. Evens, 31 - TR0 B00 0l "0y s now
the lae* pamed returning from Probationery 0.TuCo

e Te0s In mlll“- - being as
::::lf:::lzdp::!gn:.ln the Hosp. who strayed in h-r; :ﬂh:: piplanngion
N, 7. that John Ress is with his Tnit rot very far fr :
the ohanoete sse him ons of these times.

oA, St111 on Field Hosp. job . o i
L . . ts ;
Ro 'sn:: oll™ about as t: our h::.ﬂ:: ﬂ""'""';'“.ru with & big b
Horb. Ingles and Oyril Dines
men t he 1
} :‘ :::::: l'r: ;. D. t:;‘:{-"lant.-:.mm ﬁ‘h:t.
i though he has hat & b : tn bad luok T8 77t . o yestardsy,
' e Soioine o 11, 20 s et
t the se os

hty and that,
. ll‘:ll:‘.‘:“d l1uok.

we are a stiff arm erowd.
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To=morrow we move fgaln apd r

umour ha

st Stesnwerch againj our puyer, F“'t:: :t that Div. pag, g, o, o :

:::,. '.:::aﬂl' 1ine 46 not iy s "I

n N runni ig & D,
:0." '-lltlﬂﬂl.?‘ the " D. 8. of Po t D'Aloi‘o?h:' :;.;;
move but heard yestarny sorg ™74 oM Mtk by ot
yostarday that we were olng by ueg P fOr the

Yeastarday, I and most of the others at’“ 8 by Me? o, = thank heayen

Iu .

trip to Boulogne - went by m B" Sect. Tent DA
otor-ambulanges ¥ had our fny
aftar dinner in Boulogne I went to WL "u: .;dh::n:::o:otim rysalf;
. hunt up

Evelyn Meroer who rushed Around and sequr
.
:::':auf:fv:':;t:“"‘ that svening . I o;;o;:a.l:l::t e Akt
to get our oar the 974 Danes to oatoh the lust tran :::. IU;L me B
2nd E. 0. H, that r:. i 8“’:' inoluding Kelso, were Aowm v t::h
11%h Pleld Anbulance and 1 gorgr 4798 %0 the st the spes. £ the |
gl e n.nﬂ!aouldhnpthe&inom! +aafly

y 4 the luek % ha of thelir oars {f

The weathe h be " .'. known it,
r &S basn "no bon" lately so the place fa ve a4
ars not sorry tc leave {4 though Kel, and I will ry muddy and we

1ittle room wa have "dug inte" hers. B¢ 20rry to leavs the
I 42 setans o o Tork e, & ol o sy
81 W got togather energy to do the sseond tr
Bunday and we stayed there the night, as on our first visit
home next momning. "Maggie® had Just got & new plane and { .
t arrived
that evening, o to celedrats Lts arrival we £ot up & dance whioh went
:::‘l::ry well ~ very welll BSome Temies participated and supplied the
Left Senlesques on the 10/11/1? motor-bus and B .
house betwsan Merville and Ll-lo:,h for the nightb:l:tt:fw; '1:; :;:l
ususl military manner, 1.e., marshe” a mile and a half to get the '
buses and then oams baok in the buses through the village (Senleoques) = §
we hed marched fram, and then when we got to the other end we were = |
taken on In the busses & mile past our billets and hed to march baok P B
in the dark - decsnt.
On the morning of the 11/11/17 we moved out again but I diAn't Ao any
marching as I went in ome of the oars with Capt. Anstin to the lat.
A,C.C.85. at Quttarstelin whare he opened up & tooth on whioh another
Sbacess had formed and was osusing plenty of trouble - pretty right
now; we jolnad the others at our second billet whish is in one of
the schools of the village of Vieux Bergim at which villags w were 4
billetted about thres months ago just after coming out from Kandahar -
Farm st Messines - we know the village well. '
Weathar la good so a party of us teck a walk along to the village of '
Merris this morning but we have to hang round this afterncon as
"B" Tent Div. may have to march out somewhere this aftarnoon.
Deo, Aust, mall s terday. !
Young B. Barter is billetted in one of the sshool recms here with the
piv. B’.‘.l he 18 A.d.

= o

{lo8 to hare -
Loft Vieux Berguin this morning and marched the 10 or 12 K
Wontoff Parm M.D.8. = In good time arriving about 12 o':l:o:-d" ”
Tomies are in hers at present and will not be leaving fo
two tho we take over immediately. N
I am on“:'l‘#ht-duey with Tel Blanehard but there is only 1 patien
#0 not muoh doing. . 2 5 50
Sesnc some lltunf doubt of our staying here as all our Div. seew
s taert. 1
m”:::: ::I:IN:Q:: :1!:.\: Berguin bot.r: coming h-:ro w:;; ﬂ:'::u:h
spent at "Darkie's” whers we managed to"sorape up & £
1 . day but it
;“ 2;:“::’“ duty so as to h‘“::.:;;h Mrln;! :;a:: ?‘;l;;: reception
E:i,-‘ -l-.::.:-mh:n‘;!a:.n:d:. :l:a ¥.0.0., and so goes of f night duty i
- . ri .
SAEE L & Sath shve tomday sl got & lot of W to lurn festert [ B
I got ln':-ﬂd thres times on the shins so don't th
Reosived an Xmas paroel fram home to-day. the D.R.8, at Bailleul I
Learning that Oth P1d. Ambulanoe was running 8 elo's Te oy m1ite
wont l:‘u-hy to hunt up Wallie Ponsford and U;u'm“ gtan Pleree o
well and had tea with him. !muunrrr-
and Diok Hogg hawe been killed. sme other relnforoments
J. Hemphill Brent and Annett arrived back with '
Ml’- : -




P

18/11AT.

217,
23-20/11 /174

11T,

2811117,

1A AT.

®MAT,

®BM1AY,

oAy,

Hoar definitely to-day that we
be ta) EO on Pari, 1 turd
Franos & ;-::.m l-d.:u u:.l:.ﬂ" 2ot "':::; ::th:; i
we are due for Blighty loave by '::";:" on leaye, duty o :w:doa -

some time now. ris leave wi) Enook us beor
'
Playsd "A" Baot. footbal)
to-day and
A ROTS OF & Skating ompetition than feotmay et 2L - 1t

imp’ﬂhd. oto.

T &t the T.M.0.A,
girls = some twang, but a decent 0::&. T.M.0uAs run by Yankes

Oars ware placed at our disposal after o =
hotels we had selested and none of us “:.pp::rtr; :t:o:.t::r:h. mhm !
Our party of three have Put up at the Hotel Mona i to iaioh'n wara
recommended by some of our unit chaps mﬁf&rm us and we have

a double and single bedroom with a nice bathroom betwssn the two inte

which both bedrooms open so that we have through communisstion.

On the way down here I met Wiok Towler on the train bound for the same

spot and had a good yarn with hiam,

Wo got up late and just went into "The Madelaine” for a fow minutes to hear
the musie and singing and then wmnt on to the Boldiers Club at the

Hotal Moderns in the Place de la Republique for dimner. Bpent the aftar-

noon promemarding the boulevards,

We dined In the svening st various restaursnts and got the lmpressism ;
right awy that we were in for a gay time. )

Wa got separated in the morning and I spent most of the day trying |
to Join up with the others; I had dimner at the Olub and met a Cpl.

Word of Srd Div, Plonesrs thers and spent the afternoon with him - ‘
ealled at the Hotel Monsigny in the afterncon for a wash befors dinner ;
and mat Bod. and Kels. there so we all went out to dinner to-gether to

& place salled "The Sport", situated near the "Follies Berglers” theatre -
the same belng recommended to us by my friend the Cpl; we found it '11:1'- !
sly plase and very good for mesls; it Ls muoh frequented by at“ Englis
artists on at the "Felles Berglere™ se that plenty of English is spoken i
there, . e
We went the "Round Paris” trip in thllf-:::ila D'hr:‘.hwr‘ "‘::l.. c-fw.
meny of the prineipal mu}.u- ou: no ln‘ e Are de Thenghe,
e s (v hstied ad Botal des fibilides.
Champs Elyses's Avenus, Notre Dame Oathedrs S o to the "Alhamdre’
After dinner at the "Sport" in the evening :.h'“

Musis Hall where many of the turms sre English.

Fft’ and had a very

To-day we went to Verseilles with the Y. M. 0. A. that is closed to the

lace
f we were shown most of the p tde.
2'.'3.?.:1";3{. and had it shesm w0 by & vy s & heTolles 3
. |
::::‘i-::'?c;:’::- ws Lively and well staged but the place is weil ms
"Foliea", i to got some souvenirs to :
hopp morning intending {rs are
ot lhrmhd gl ‘“l:‘.‘t::: . Oﬁfu‘ on until hhi;:.:r”n:o:;:nu:l went |
T o e Bt 2 e |
to the COlub fer dinner. ra and saw "Jean of Are ¢ undere
SITROeH t to the Orand Ope we 414 no
::“. :{”. te .;.: thoroughly enjoyed it, r“':;:# to follow
hul‘.. words of the singing, ™ knew w“w - the singing
:r.mm 11 and the Orchestrs and wusle "
- uldn
e m!tulul! fine througheuls . . ¢ pray Houses ¥ 00 ,
" - and them to the "0lym and looked alrig
Spert” fer dinner e shew Wut 1t pounded ;
undemtand too much of e e ,,,"' |
or Paris) 414 mothing '3 fer & vhile and bad & FO
ey s v the "Bots do Boulogee f75 T 0, oon we

terno went to the .
on the Tuke thars, then returned te P me} hunY wat 414 not

Hotel Mirablean; some place for afSernoci C ¢ the "0lub
This evening we went o
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have much of a time to write b
I have met Towler and Blanshar
seen to be having a jolly

‘-. Sbout,
& fow time
€004 time, At variows plases and they

enjoyabls if not more so, than * of our Paris leavs was

a falr amount of time t.'q,. m;f'.::;:“':“r"il for hav PLia
historie and arohiteectura]” we had -on“ e
latter half of the leave to see "paris .::::J:t our
ud';. :;::ﬂ that we were up befors 9.30 and ;’r -
and bre sted, 1t was usually about 11 0%e)cer "o had ba thed
in the mornings. + 50 W 414 not ses mueh

One memorable aftsrnoon we went tg the
econsion we had b?n.mh"q and a ,w:‘f?.:'::h::':iﬁn::nk and on thi

had a great fly round thers but thi with us; we
ngs got

and quick "get away® we lost 14 lluehEN;. :11: ::::d ;nd N st

Ciro's for afterncon tea - it very similar of us went ¢s

tn snother &fterncon we went slong %o see u,..&:::l..:l:;::::“&..ur- |
it 1s a very large, modern strusture, bullt on the erest of very m;h

hill so that on a olear day a ve
5o AL Pao it w'{mm‘;{,ﬂ:z :‘M; ::;n:::. view of Parls can

’ ty on the aftsrnoon
of our vlllt.u that we 414 not enjoy much of & view. The ohureh of
"Smere Coeur ls very fine and largs but the Interior desorstion laoks
the nqnlrll'mu charaoteristie of most of the older Prench Churshes
The "Sport” beoame our permanent "rendesyous” and dining place so n.lun
beocame woll known there and got to know many of 1ts patrons and patron-
esses who were, for the most part, Theatrieal psople and & very desent
lot too = as Bod, and Kels. know even better than I can olalm te; it is |
& good, lively place "The Bport", its unlimited supply of "Bovril" beling
excellent and the songs "Susamme Buranne® and "There's Margaret, Mauw!le,
Lena and Blanoh" among others, are of an approprists sharmster for the
place and go with a goodewing thers.
Wa saw quite a few of the thestres but not alwsys tha same ones for we
now apd ‘hen separated and went our own ways with some friemd of one or
other of us that we may have chanesd to meet during the day - one or two
that 1 wont to mysslf that I have not yst given a mention were the
"Conoart Magol™, "Petit Casino”™ and "Apelle”.
We had our photos taken tegether at the "Rembrant” Studlo; they turned
out rathar well so ws sent them on to Australia befere lsaving Parle - ome
of our party got very interssted for a while ln'tho phote business and
pald mora than business visits to the "Rembrant . -
Aleo. went to Fontainbleu one day with a frismd of his - Lt. lunh; .m
gave us, on his return, sueh a glowing mocount of the place m;t t .1;
I went next day; it is & "full day” trip but luekily the morn ;g hﬂ:“l“
fs & late one or we would never have saught it; we awrrived &t o:nthroﬂ(h
just in niee time for luneh and then had & oouple of hours to &

in back, We are
ths Paleoe and grounds bafore having to eatoh the tra o
both glad that ¥e mads the trip, for the Palase is mdal.::n-t::no:" ’

s in my epinion, just s magnifisent, if not maors 8o,
Varselllas,. wish for ,
Throughout our stay in Paris the weather was .1: ?:: ::‘o:hu:ed“;‘"m
. ﬂ:n:l“ ::ou:u{.;on st "Westoff Farm In
in temperature wery mush now w

Flanders in rotats
The 'Gnndlpluu:" was in aotlon during our stay . “ih::l; good view
or two on it; the whesl has a redius of 160 f:‘:;;.- about 15 minutes
of Paris oan be ocbtained from the top of it < Llos of the grest
to go round, The "Orand Roue" and gifel Tower are re

Puris E t along to

Omr :ft:hr::::l::;or seversl "fallures® we -ug:: I:ng.hﬂlu {n Purls,
-'ll@‘lt, Corner" 5 whish 18 a plub run by l::.. :r“u. aftarnoon te&, ‘
for Britlsh soldlers on leave there) ‘the y for the eveninges 1t 1 :
organize trips round Paris, and “:::r:z:::u chaps nesd to have handy
;‘ :;ry ":uy corner” and just the shortage shead so ¥ went
After wbout 9 days in Farts we oaw & CUBOTEL L5 Lonton for DT .
to the Paymaster and Arew sll we oou had plenty 10 Si i had

e
which arrived alright defere we lefs, 80 for a develop®
My lusk was out the lsst oouple of days:
to retire to bed. .
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Our passas Lt appears erreq
than wa should have got ang :: the gensrous 0lde -

™ us
arrived back to the unit "ﬂlr‘:.::.:::d OUrsslves “.u“;’d:: more

n P to an
and we were dlemissed wiiy ".;.tr;:;ﬁ:mtlm onrried a1} b-of:::nltg &
::'ug.:h::oht:: ::;::: I not batng at a1} olever, staysq { |
to eall for me to "Nt for & final 1ook around; J..th i
Eo to tha station and they eut 1t 8 two of them wars
A1d arrive 1t was wiih & taxi full of friends ao wul’y fine; when the "
WAS S8 18 b6 Panenbered ~ Wik abeut nixes oy T to the station T
atation to sort ourselves ous, - us half way to the /

We got to Calais early next morning a

who f“" us all the oll re rornll':m:do.hu“ Anpirliant P, thers

sorvioe; we had & good look round Calais o
nd th

pat M. Pu, he got us on to the train without our.:v:;.::nf i

the sxpanss of getiing tlokets, Ying to go to

We arrived at Steanwerah about B in the svye 1

we got Blue Laurimer to fix us up at the gna :?c:cm.!t‘;::mu\:‘:';t“"d.

and then cams on here to Westeff Parm M.D.8. next morning, L4

The ohief items of intarest , in the unit, that have cooured sines w

laft are that Sgt. Marry has left for .-

another unit, Mafer Bmith 1§
baok, Sgt. Wilson and Holgate have got D,0.Ma, L/Gl':l. intt, who :‘hon
sway wounded one time was,on returm to duty, sent from Base Details Camp
to another Ambulencs, has Eot hle transfer bask to us sgain and H. Mo-

Allster who was similarly treated, ls expsoted baok again seon teo.

Planty of writing to 4o for a while as we left a lot of lettsrs un-

answered before golng to Paris, did no writing there, and have recelved

bilg batches of lettars on our return.

Hear from Keith Balnbridge to the effsot that he has got a transfe;

to Tlst 8 ron A.F.C. and so s now with Lloyd Davies; he axpaots

to l1save England soon - for Prance as far as he knows. =
Frits bombed us this afterncon and got over near us hare; he dropped —!
thres bombs in a line through our camp and that of the Enginesrs which » ’
naxt to oursj the firet fell on a fleld just at the side of tha camp I
and tha other two among the hutments but no-one was "knooked”. It was _
the second of the thras bl interested me for it was jolly sloss, :,‘ Y
knooked me flat and ohuoked sand all over me but nothing worse once f

sgain, good luek, i
About 10 Oothes and a few Ba*tle Flanes oame over and they looked rather

well when they emerged from the olouds and split up to do their diry

work = & falr numbsr of chaps round about have been killed and wounded, I :
worse luok and only one raider is reportad as having been brought down. |

by

13/12/17, Mass parade this morning to be put through some gas-attack stunts
the Div. Oas Offioer; he lined us all up and bombed ud with Ber-gid _
bombs and then made us take our masks off to see what it adheT mek A6 ‘
it wan some tear-gas; I filled my mask half full of tears when 1 g

on again.

14/12/17. Only a 10 minutes job to-day.
Move off to Stesnweroh to-morrow.

. fr sarly
1512/17. Qo on Ward duty for awhile this morning ll'ﬂ-“;:ﬂ‘::t::';:h""”" A
and 1aft & souple of wards-full to be looked

Jaok
take over = they arrive’ and took over just ‘r::";:”::;f'!y::'hnh
Coulston and Vin. Ray, who is a 85t. - on the

time we loft.
Ponaford had mot arrived up till the tesnwerch D.R.5. st
Wa laft at 2 o'slook and arrived here at ”_":ﬂ’.,- has taken night ward-

" rd day-duty lost the toas,,
:“0'010:3; ;g t::G:;(t; :lonl’lrd !lt-h n“;h"d ‘::illh.;::‘n have no '
«Wale »
.t?lup htﬁl ht whils he sleeps = =y word, *.:',nnﬂ it Ls terribly
H.r! zoing h:‘ to-night, the stove beling br .: ;'ll.k up and down quiok l
0ol4 in addition to whioh I am 8o u"dl:hrzorp. :
enovgh to get or keep warm. Eelso 18 ¥ his morning af tar |

and anleep t ol
18247, Pesling rotten - Had no seoner got ::r:;:n' started spitting o8

% soemingly endless night than our i rd 1 oussed thesm.
mr-mfrznu planes that oame over iy We had our first

tar again: ¢ s
17A2/17. & 4esent slesp last night se feel & “:‘:': guat & 1ght falle 1

fall of snow for this Winter this morn
!‘ ---0-.-

;:If ::-nl'hi that the Portugese Are r:l:lﬂl ™~

1s to "go in" for about 10 days) ™

piv.

t so the whole 3""“11

whe ther our unit
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move or not. i
Went to the "Ansas
a very deoent show,

Pucked up and lafg Staanweroh DuR.8, 12 ot
Section got a oar to themselves and we e
Ergulngham from where we
A.D.8s at the Briokflelds

iy
re
were taken in one o ey ¥

= the o014 brisk.ki

" Tent
-D.S. at
'I’_: the Tomy oars to the

The Briockfinlds A.D.8. a nles somfortabla
many of us there for the .
mave back to the M.D.S, «
mainirz at the A.D.8.;

plaos but un!'ortmaul, too
Us got orders ¢4

c.'\-i” Room,
This evening went with Bod. and some

of the orowd to a dsoe
Estaminet & have arranged to selebrs soent 1ittle

te Xmas svening thare.

Spent yestarday getting the Onsuslty room in order; we are to work |t
alternate days and with "0" Seot. Tent Div.,s0 as long as thet
arrangement lasts we are "om velvet", but it seems too good to last
long.

Waathar sxtremely eold but fine.

On Auty yesterday. This evening I jolned & big party at the Estamines,
grthersd together to oelebrate the birthdays of Bod. and Tommy Walsh,
togsther with Imas Eve - A4d 1t well.

Imas Day and may the next bs spent in peacs in Australia, A "ocelebratien
dinner™ to-day with the Sgts. as walters - we are to have & Alnem

dinnar later to celebrats the ooosslon, when out of the lines and all :
to-geathery we have about E80 donated from warious funds to spend on
the avent so it ought to be "some class”. _

We got our "Brigade” XImas parcels to-day and as mearly all of the: 1":;.
from the psople of boys In the Ambulance, thers was some Interest 'n »
opening of them., WNine was just from the 10th Bgde; one of the new boy
in the Ambulanes - Tamlyn by name - got ooe from mother.

|

Went to Steenwerch this morning on one of the oars and pu; é"a' ::;1;
vith the dentist; on the way back we oalled in nt 2nd : e et 2
wes lucky enmough to ses Tommy Turnbull who had just ;"k:'&.l- A
England and is attached to 8th Machine Oun Co. - he loo
;::r:':::;:-dts;i;“::: ;;1:1::..- Caldwell-Smith = has -r:!:;:.?::
hers in Franoce from 0.7.0, in Fngland;ls now a;ﬂ_'-:;::.-d' e
11th M. Oun Opy he visited us yesterday - juf
Not too well but hope to be A.l. ageln very scon. o
1ines oy

Went for & walk through Armentiers to our :.'::;1::- 1], “mosieed
and T had & word with St. Sgt. Eertigen. AMIECOE T L o
about” end though not levelled to the t"e. re now 80 it is very desslate
the most part past repair. No-one lives the i !

Sranee in this
:":’z our unit Perrot Bhov last ""'“'a'ﬁuf‘: swing to-night - so%e
they were & bit atiff last evening but Wanf ¥ 0 | oy e publto —
6lass; future sucosss & oertalnty. Th r), 1/cp1. Bodington ( l:nu
snoe and the artists are Pee. Streat (Iu::‘i:‘ “nd singer), Ptes
8t. Sgt. Reld (conie), Pte. Laver (.:;;‘;u. Jemninge (“"l"')'.“!_
(pianins), oo, Wof (giri-singor), end Pto S8 (o
Pta. Parkham is ineluded In the troupe
has not made his debut yet.

Recsived & note from Kelth Bambridge
Davies had arrived in Prance 8o there
thass Aays soon.

I

Lloyd
that he and o
B ete 1 Wil aee them eme
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oA T Sunday - quiet day, The ¢),¢ -
/BT servioe for us and afterwarq, :::' :‘: ul " % %y 5 -
Our Orchestra has Eone 4o Playa ¢ Bq. £%0d pro . ) JH—""‘

a party to dinner, to-night . Ion-;h BUSL be hayi
ving

i
:
:
i
i

-
il .1?‘,117. On “.mv Room. P Ij‘f{: -
S1/4% Orohestra got on well last Bight so the e s
sy, >
. Tear's Day « a quiet 3
1/18, New one. Bpent
1 again., Hear we move araln (n o day uu':':'r‘nlq ot our Plerrey - A,
Y. ] A few of "0" Beet. Tent Piv. left as formard jarty 1
Ui today,
JAAl A couple of batehes left Rrqumghetn 4, i :
batoh; we travelled per :,..":ﬁd 1°lmd4:.:..;ﬁ":.:;n vith the afterngen By
stasn and blllet here to=night. Parties at Outer. : ¢

A/18. Romainder of Awbu'anoe arrived here a : B
i of trouble, billats were found for iy o‘."::.'.;'::_f;";;z.:“‘ Mfter a Lot . ”
2 o'olook; we were not ready to move but had z:, E:‘:::t:;;l::dzr:t : o
booked for another orowd marching in this afterncon. we mrohed through
the village of Vieux Berquin, where we have billetted on one or tws i
pravious oceomsions, and have now eome to rest in the 11:1le stragelt
village of Ses ~ Bolk; the roads werse oovered with a thin film of 12
hard as glass, so marohing was 41ffioult, though we only same about : ‘
8 kilos. we were pretty gone in the logs on arrival. We have got
» comfortable enough barn billet and hope to be able to hunt up & roem
somewhers handy for writing, eto. in the evenings,

1118, Aust. malls arrived ywsterday and to-day so plenty of writing te do

but we have plenty of time to do 1t in and our party have secursd a room
for the evenings. so dolt in comparative oomfort.

Leave going strong, four leave every 3 days for blighty and two or thres
for Paris avery week,

News has come through that three of our boys who were wounded have dled -
of thdr wounds., They are Lance-Smith, Gilligan and Dawes, of whom <
lanceSmith is an originul. 3

e

M /s, Kel., and I have got flxed up with a room of a kind, in oncﬂo:ntho French &
shanties, for sleeping - a funny old girl rather dirty, and kmomn
looally as "Madam 2 fr." 1ives in the phn-(nnd ;s landlady. Not mush
of & plaoce but - just batter than a blllet (barn).

Parade this morning and we are told {¢t has oome to stay at 0.30 every ‘
morn while we remain here. ;

e
R g el ¢

i
4

~

b Fidy.
A, Kels, got a lettsr from Roy Duokett to-day to say ﬂ;“ he 2ad been | o
boarded and marked B 11 B. (slx months to 'Au“?“l";urphor" have : g
As there is nothing dolng here to oooupy our t .;.'l tine and a little
launched an "of fensive” agein - All Aussies for os“th oo
one to the effest that our unit leave here about the = |
near Boulogme ., -

ur for the baths

A great stunt this morning. After Pnndor:;n;“u‘;m.;ﬂ,.‘ ponsistad -
and after a 10 Kile. mareh to W“"m:ub_-ﬂ watar per hour. i -
of 1 Asrty shed and a 2 qrt. supply of the village of Vieux-Berquin, A
Eslso and I got s passing motor-bus back to pa ths and there hunted .
through -hlo: we had marched on our way to o st another bus )
up & comfortable private bath, after whish we g
our aamp,

1,

)
1ast night at
Kelso's birthday vestarday so & ulobutloul::;.h::ﬂw. old boys presenti . B
the village Ertaninet, there being - !;:: 1,544 mot want to quench Y i
1 put in an appearance but 1-!':. ;:r Y T
thiret as I have not been too ons © nd of the

Cpl. H. rrived back t us
r’&ﬁlﬁn ;.';:":::.: e 1 Colonel and has 1;:‘ (¢ is geners

11/ A,

3rd A,0,H, Kemny is in temporsry °
\ that it will not be for long as & MaJor TUr  Tor uo - v
lonel and leaving lst A.0.0.8. %0
1ittle of him,




L0

1l 18,

L .1.0

LA,

B1/n,

U214/,

48,

fot & naw W, O, -Iﬂ"lnb,“.m

{mprove - or leave 'lﬁ a ‘"kn h‘lr:‘. on ‘flll and rules
A nots from Duckett to-day ¢ "y he had vy

of f to Australia for six monm iy, Sthered 41
yore sooks trn.:mhf:::q -8 T
our Orohes tra " to-day . 0 demang
&;q. for Di"l .h..hl y m h.t
our Flerrots showing in Y,,0,4, tent
relso nnd Pater went slong with then b:: ;h:lu-unor, 8

Bt he gy

Kelso, Patar and I went ror 4 " promenads "
Sinoe the town was shelled o month or g .:: hlobr:qnh this aftern,
have 1aft but quite & nuw.ver aty)) hang on, :"z OF the olvil{ap,
quiet but not nu:h knosked abous, #md the town
¥o found "Maggle running a P, 0, o L
with har about the weather and haa 1::: b‘f::: ::::I. nd had & yupy
that was still golng strong, opposite tne ohurch, ot the Gafe,

Same snow storm to-day,

P
The villoce Eitega's & Yery good shov 1n the villege pai; 3
T cre yiiy, Friest put in an appearance Muself bup forsy the gif1s’
of the village :; attend; f:.b old ohtp oleared out whem Streat and
ot geeng "Famcy you fanaying me" - apparently soutsss
sight of Streat ouddling val, Y oouldn't stand thy

Some weather « rained floods last night and this morning the road from
"A" Seot. Billet to our "B" Billet {8 woll under watar to the depth of
S feot as 1 well know,having had to wade through it this morning in my
M}llﬂ’.tr of Ord. Ocrp. - .’ ltlﬂ' lml

Rumoured we move "linewards” again next wesk.

Our new Colonel (MoCartney) has taken over - haven't ssen muoch of him
yot. Nearly sent to D,A.C, detalls as Opl. to-day; for a couple of
weks while Cpl, Chapman of that detall {s away on leave but at the
last minute - Stan Owen was sent instead, for which I am truly grateful,

Charlie Wood having gone on leave, I have been made the temporsry Oas
%.0.0. - some jJobj Just have s look at a few gas-bags now and then to

184 thers are no cob-sebs on them.

Tont out with the Plerrots lest night to tho Canadian Railway Camp Lated =
pasr hare, where they gave the Canadians & show that was much appres
*tpecially Bod's ragtime 1tems.

X
Fent for a walk this afterncon to "Oﬂl-""!“‘”h:." esrelse ant met e
Brake on the way baok and had & good yarn with him. s aks
dear that Roy '{nh- who got knooked and sent to Blighty some time af
has got & good Job there = 4 luek to him, o iguiline
°ot . “hls fr‘i 'mm hs:’ - first 1 have had sinoe l'l"lﬂs us
2ot bahind a 11ttle so will writs 1t up "all top::-ra-“r and off we went
On the morning of the 2lst, fifty of us were got i".g.rth-'\lln round
to Balllenl, as o working party to put up mb-p;‘:; Field Ambulance
71* hut-wnrds at the Bailleul D.R.S. whioh the 1
e running, that the
I oame o rf-rm emaegh = arrived late on Pf“.t;:i ;.:;:ht oatoh up,
o Y had alresdy left for Bailleul; in order wagon - some orash.
vt . 0. relieved me cf my pack and put it :::aur:d the afternoon off:
Yo Arrived at the D.R.S. in time for dinner nd Just about " .
7 the 22n4 we set to work on the earth-mlls 'e very sasy tim during
the Job in the one day so "went light” and had .
e remainder of our stay there. *angao Cove" Plerrot
In the “venings we usunlly went to see e"'.m.'“ the 11th I+ ub.d -
P Y othar “showing” in the vielnlty. ot nearly 80 EO%0,
Plorrot Show one m:!n ~ not bad but all runﬂ': runs the 11th Fid.
tmbogan:  Andrew Mack (MeOrath) of 11th Enginesrs UL and Lamediately
yotulanse Show and carries s lot ef ﬂ""";ﬂ.’ aftarnect ST e

b 17 Billoul and marched back here yor £ groat WIOOE oy endey

[ o om
%t our old haunts sgain - our party £90 T 0, L,
‘noleng %0uple mt the plass that we have our

°iT oompany Just as much as we enj

oy their warm roc:




4 ‘,.

Stan. Morgan just baok from Bligh p

there and says that th T Leave; 4, 5 -

having & lot of .“mm::u:: ROt looking 4o, a‘?‘:':t while

Weather very decent lately . 4y -— oms ¢ 4,

this country. ulfugt Yorthy

Some of the members of gyr "riting r

of paroels lately, we had a greaf gor " "7 having

olass; rather rich for treeps,

i wi/iB,  On the zam.‘n moved off from
:;:q:::o::dmt::ﬂmt::.m”:’?d hers at pobe 4'Aschelles y B
to find Simons who went to k:: the Tth rie14 Ambulanoe, 'I':;' osarly in
Rosd among them, but I w orn College and used t5 14 B Burprised

. 8 muoch more Surprised thes ve in Riversdaly

going inte a little Canteen near hers {n it sYening vhen, on
Osof. Crocker there; we got a 1ot of a8 off our 0;:.‘:!11”: W, T net
learnt qult: . lot of the dolngs of Hawthorn peep) tha toge ther and |
Members of "B" Tent Div. who are here, 1 among tz.: < t Wt new to me,
night ward Auty ~ not a bad job, uwsually gt u fatr .:u besn put on
this JQ‘ and nﬂthlu to 4o in the a.,. ®8p at night on
Hed sn hour at a pleture show near here belore
Received a parcel from Xit a day or two

BeowBoly ap, MFohing vis, View

going on duty to-night, :
&go that was wm Yory ssssptable, B

11118 - Nothing deing, Major Chaplin - now of 11th « received a let

1/2/18, ssking for particulars of Gordon Dow's death - Gordon :n.nhr; ::::'fum
it conting him 10/- for a oable to let them know he was far from desd,
New arrangemants for A.M.0. detsils to oome into foroe soon - prasent

details to rejoin thelr respeotive Pleld Ambulances or transfer to Infantry
and then "earry on as usual”,

13/2/18,  Went to bed early this morning but Les. Robinson turned up to ses us se 4
I soon turned out again., Kelso, Robey and I started out in one of the 1
oars for & day trip to 8t. Omer but had an seoident just after we hed \
rarsed through Straselle, and had to return as the sar was damaged too
much to risk golng on -« the road was very greasy and though the brakes
wars put on about 40 ysrds before we got to the polnt of ocalamity, the car |
skidded the whole way and struok two horees in the resr and & 0. 5. Wagon
in the flank (The 0. S. was passing some Artillery transport drawn up on
the side of the road). Nothing got damaged but our car and it not so :
badly as we got baok in it alright. '
EuEh Caln who was of our Tent party st Broadmeadows Camp, paid us a visit
LO=dAY .

& 8/2/18. Baa l,oouplo of good entertalnments hers this week; yssterday evening !

= slong and gave us and
the 10th Bgde. Plerrots - The Bandlcoots - oame along The T's Ovls «
the patients a very good show and te-night our eown Plerrots -
VS WAS G RN Sy Lasintel o wev oot :ri:b‘:;;ht - some job
We are going to have a Fanoy Dress Ball here on Friday
Ertting costumes,

’ . KTy
UN%. Went to wes the 3rd, Div. Plerrot N e v ko g
how as well as
lthn;:!.::n_lht“ m:lﬁ.’b;‘t:; ;-w!. "Kewi® Flerrots in the ::"‘ BALL, When
v ware in u;y at L'Estrade running the D. R. 8. :u:l{-“;h.m i
The "Caces" Orohestrs includes most of eur orlsi:lh. n““ wore at Sec.-Bols.
were tranaferred to fdq. staff for that P“;p“. tional Ohureh to-dey.
Bsoeived u dec. parosl from the Augustine “ongrefs

{s evening.
The Fanoy Dress Ball went off very well this svel/ ]
plnu ::‘ ml.‘ .r' - F'!... 1t i & mar w'.‘ f:: a town Fanoy Dress Bal Iy

the Aresses from - some of them were ":"",,,., dresses ota. yot, s ™!

Sahool in
a Senior Officers near ’

Kelso went ot &

V),

I am nop feell te sorsping around
Just -.’h:gr"n'r amy o8
Hear that Rupert Mutton who has bedn 8%79 T ", 4 in o

:hnm 18 now baok with the 39th Bea.
*re 50 should ses him soon. hare
* youngest F . oane slong te ses me ¥hen that arry Fordyes:

him .
ayi T was surprised and very "",u-::;umnd" st Tpres tnint.

vhe olisn sed through toor off ¥ the
lee z‘u'nh::.:z of h:.h';: Eye and was '::,.mh:- oy “:,:"‘..":-
A Plece of shell 1t seems, went through that the

9ptis nerves, 1 thought when dressing
'"‘lilhu. -

-




11/ 2/18.

1254/18,

14/2/18.

16-19/2/18.

23/2/18.

“/ZA'.

fsnl
25-27/2/18, Ales Bade brought me back from Par

" is setry f. B
W Are Just ‘runners up® on 4n, new n:: J\:?g.l“" for awhile oy

loave we hag =¥ are 101, 102
Raid by 200 10¢n Bgde,

Dressing Room for townighs, FO-RAERt 8¢ 10 etoleck 4o 1 *vitohed 1y

Raid - an *Information” s tunt .
total ocssuslties were sbout 36 n;. N
boys got was about 40,

Lt, Exe'man who was often of our 98 vhen we were at LiBatrade

U.Q.I.r:: 2;'!.0- in England 1s now Attachad ¢
otk ret time last night and got baok

Our delayed Xmas Dinner 1s to oome off on Thureday evening next.

Ereat sucoess last night., Our

the haul of Prisoners alone the

Hent to "Cooees! Plerrots last night,

Clarrie Oreenwood goss on Blighty leave

to-morrow and I am petitl

him to take a completed volume? e
e of my dlary over to Roy Duskett o

Our pos tponed Xmas Dinner to-night and it ws s -

was exoellent and the serving n‘h ts ;m:. :f{::r“ :: ::::-
looking shaps were rigged up as waitresses - Kelso amongst them - and
they put quits a polish on the affalr until later on in the evening
when they degenerated into thirsty diggers and "got in for thelr out”
with the best of ths orowd. The end of the evening was some mix up,
Parcels to-day from Ethel, Stella and home.

Bean In bed with Flu for a few days - ne luok sinee Paris,
Sun has had & 1ittle warmth this last few days so it looks 1ike an

early spring. A few of Prits's propaganda - pamphlet - drepping balecns |

basn floating over this last few days = red affairs and they seemed to
ocome down falrly near here.
Ineresse in heavy gun fire last few days but still falrly quist at the
tranches = on our seotor anyway.
Frank @oy and Lauris Woods have been along to see ma onoe or twioce
lately = Lourie W, is on the dentist's 1ist here so is along fairly
often at present; both leok A.l. and have just returned fram Paris
loave,

soon on the 19th apparently, for I had a relapse and am up
:::l:"f:.tha:lnt time to-day - frontal Synevitis was t.hrc ;:mb:o
this *ime and I haven't got a good word for {t; [I's not fesling

" -
patant” yot.
We had another l‘-ney-:;;:l r
ware brilliant, espeo y H.
made by Inl-n!t.‘ out of blsouit tins,and 3.

1 war dress. 16
;:l’:::‘:n-:ﬁ' ?ju!t had a look en for nh:’l:'a::rh;:': :: w
Rup, Hutton who was a visltori he tells xe e etys
llr:;nbly be going baok round Desvres Wy in the o

this

:;-r’l. l:.:t ::;a.nﬂ Bescham were alse ameng the visitors
L]

1 here to-night and some of the sostumes
hllntuu as & Inight in eomplete mrmour,
slevright as an Indian

evening. 1s evening.
t Ward Puty again this
Start Wigh {ttle souvenir knife which I

. mep”
have sent on te Trina. sext for our old omﬂ':“.m"
"Ooed otl’ e ‘“";:‘:‘q::::’n Lumbres ﬁi; &':.::' vy rail
sres end that we ¥l Div. was out) we i tasued with
the 11th were last tise the blaskets in 100 lots

to roll our - more to oarry)
apparently as we ar parade worst luek = BOT8 L move.
putties to-day '-.":.-p-h uviud'h Londar; he i on

busy at ent red Duskett from Bedford in Scotland. "

Fote y from Roy most of 1% . fust 120 paroels

16 doge Tonrs o 10 s vl T e et
ome :

osme alomg for the
all the boys.




1/6/18,

2/3/18.

3/3/18.

/318,

5-8/3/18,

7/3/A8,

9/3/18.

/s/a,

I — ,_‘__,_._’_‘

40,

. wo are walt
:‘w;:':;:n;: g:til big l’l::'l::.
g, ntense b-hnhnt

Roy Duskett in £ s from Blighey |

of his leave as ::n:‘:‘: vl tells me h:’lo;.;;at:::"

most of it, *oalled by “wire" . he fortumtg;; Pt:; 231:1\
L]

Bt. Sgt. Reld apd o ¢
oW othars ¢
roe Transport left ¢ trer Yith the greater
resdy wedag. OF our new Billeting quartsrs to ;.?::;::,m

The forward Seotlon of
S ow neralng. of the Bth Pleld Amy,

We leave here about midde
Y to-morrow morning,
:;::im‘:;. :.:ntrty :hr!.m bearars have lor:‘up 2: :::: TN e
. up 8 morning with Capt, " o
E the Casuslty Room when ud::- gt bu:;. e L g
8, Robinson vielted us to-day and stayed for ¢
12th « 18 quartered st Bailleul, -

have arrived and take ovar

his Ambulanes -

Raid very sucoessful, our oes
Our bearers wars taken to :-.:I:t;';h::‘"mg il g

«UsBs about I’.dl‘ll‘ht
and retired to bed. Had sbout half an hour's sleep this morning L
and :hm had to get up again; we fell in at 11.30 and after just 1
hour's standing sbout in the oold, set out for Steenweroh station ‘ !
which we di4n't reach until about 2 e'clook on mooount of frequent .
hold-ups by troope ‘hrohln; in") however, as soon as we got to the ”
!tttlen We got away and reached Lumbres at 8 o'slook.
A" and "0" seotions ure quartered {n Lumbres itsslf and are in for a ’
decent time as they have permission from the Colenel to billet out. i
A few of "B" Seot. are at Lumbres but the rest of us srashed ant ;
have had to maroh out to "The Chateau® to run & Fld4. Clearing Hosp. |'
"The Chateau” is now a broken~dewn farm house and & poor one at that - 1
well surrounded with mud at present and mud only for there are no
other houses about. We have the best rooms in the "Chateau” for the ; !
Wards = and they are not mush; we ourselves have one of the atable
lofts to slesp in that has a niles brick floor.

Been getting the wards in order this last souple of days. I'sm mominally 9'
on day duty at present, Went into Lumbres for a walk with Ales. this !

afternoon mainly te hunt up & bath.

Y " sant here so 41d a dita’ work rigging it
s ot o for & walk again this aftarnoon

up this morning and went to Lumbres
f:r the ﬂlt.h:: iz beautiful at present ani so -1‘:;".:'::-::."1“.
The mud has Just sbout dried up and the country r {

ing to look very pretty. o |
soheme boards® to make the Tent Div
u: .n:z-dlu -ho:la::n' and this afterncon Captain !:nu:::::“r:-
L!‘-“i‘ﬂl te give our Tent Div. & lssture on the subjest =
for sush & scheme oould never work. 1 ' |
on
2 .rﬂ:lﬂt: ";ﬁ?&:r::glm Eh frem '\

{sh his leavs -
s & O ther he 1a likely

Note from Roy Dusckett to-dey)

- th in response
ke
;*::':':rh:l :mtnl s 2nd telegram telling b

learn whe
should hear from him frem Feymouth soon and
to mall. + 0w 1eog apell of peautiful ::.h;: to=day. :
rru ' o

Buors oo & 3 B sempetition run te-dsy from Lumbre arting polnt

s v 3 Kite oppeitlen 7 ML 1l J
poss : nl“un. '”"”““'Q’.':;m;;,wmlqu
s % Gl pisse @ G 10
Our unit s i
the 1/2 wile. . J—— ‘.'::"::::l-dx - .
::: 8th and q::’n:!cl.uudu take place &
probably be running in the nile.

il



16-19/3/18.

22/3/18.

25/3/18,

8o,

Div, ’p.’h will
known yet. PROMbly follow the neq

Fonsible that g
t. Ot
on the leave 1ist ':1:;«. il
Our Plerrets are showing at 8
g'":"l & good hearing t Omer ama oy
RY leave to Boulg .
EN® has o

:o:::. Fem Duuk.‘t “'ittlnp::.:h:.’“ WY Bt trip one da

P& %o he ls probadly wel) amy ::' s Mtz

A 1ittle raln tods
O=day after
happily lasted “over® our l.m:it:. stratoh of rood weath
ETORt BUBORES from my point Yot tarday whish however w
stifr" in o f At of view, a8 I e re ne
e Fan, a8 was up intenthon al) ajens o6

lowing unfor ntlon all along, tn the
Bodington were so p1 tunats oond!tions
of the unit that l? ;:6 In thelr oompeti tion for +h A i ong
tle for the Ch + ¥on the § mile and Stane : ;h“phmhu
Ebamol ensh anplonship, for thie # mile wa ?u it i
th plonship eventa - At the last Binute Oreanw ;d el B i

:do;ont and the race resulted {n Boding ton ll: L tuls '
wo rd, which gave Bodington the Championshi Ao e Sogle Lo
the reoe up to 100 yarde of the finish whers az,d"-’!' 1 point; I led
” 't“"""‘"’ by many that I fell back to sllow iwmi.:q.:' '2: o 5
r;': -:t Was entered to that effest, whish howsyer was not sus - -$
" I've got out of the sports 1s heaps of aduse, so darn u‘::: "

$P0rts but ng dataty,
shangs over

T Aussle now,

ar which

=

Our b w
Wad :M 1-:“ g“h First me toh in the Brigude Football Campetition en
« buk r ompatition hes omme & orash now as have the Brigede and
Divialonal Sporta for orders same through in the early hours of this (4
morning that we are 'o paek up and move to the lines ‘o-morrew. The e
. re )
has besan wary heavy firing and effielal raports are already to hand, 4 b
that the Oarmans hawe st last launched their great and lang expeoted !
attask - orly rumours sbout as to how things are golng and they are
many and waried, | ¥
Fs move early to-morrow morning, our immedlats dsstination being . ]
round about Winneszsele in the Epres Beator; we have alearsd up the {
hospital and have sverything ir resdiness for moving in the morning.
Boma exoltement hers on Wednesday evening last; it was s fine moon-
1ight night and Fritz's planes were very aotive, one wandered as far
an hare and Aroppe a oouple of very large bembs quits close smarhing

e

s souple of windows and greatly surprising us in our quiet coumtry ¥
retraat - rt plenty of surprlsss seon now though I expeot. 4 ted
Keleo and 1 just got our day-leave to Boulogne in time - we had 1% | [+

share and back in motor lerries and !
- we visited our Plerrot '
B, giving a few entartainments E";
b
ol

ysaterday; e went all the way
the trip was nothing to write hame about
troupe whe wers stajing at the 24 A. O
and had & word with Bod.

On the merning of the 23rd June we broke camp and marshed to Lumbres

whers we joln-'d up with the main body orhﬂ;a:::;:::’;:! wo:.nrrlnl

L] {ned for Cosstre from whers we marohe .

-:t::n:unh we found that the Oerman & ttack in the lo;lt: Mt:::. -

with great sucsessjthat we were {mmediataly to lhrt‘ef m::n She

ware :ho N, 2s., Yhom ¥ met at “m‘“.:;t.:f' ::: -:ll" 1; ‘";_u“_ ‘ i

¢ atats on ROO !

:::ﬂ:; :"-: :r::g ‘:.u had to marsh thntli;:yltt ::;:1 H::l;::ﬂf .
L vle 2

10 0'elook bafors we resched uF pillets in n RS - m . Jolly £,

Yentarday =
Morhesque - ¢ of the way by
ﬂﬂ‘::?‘:!‘ 110 naer R eerry our blaskets) we o38O0
motor buses, but we marohed suoh ve walked altogether; ¥%
that I think we may just about as well M’“
billetted last night in s 1ittle village tate, To-887, all surplus
are still, theught expecting to meve F57 i as possidle, .
L
4 in, oo that ™ r should turn eold |
kit has been ealle P that the ‘:“:i  Shanly ) :
a1ir

{ght, dut it -
':::hl:.-:l:r: .-:u.na of sll Nt} '::::: kmow vhat to saorl
iruud is jolly heavy still, but I'=

L]
salled ou
r::.t:“:‘ 0. Os. including w3 L'h'::;-.:;; time nov, ““u sultle
- 34 4 ‘t we move to the ba ttle n fighting sondltiond
promtly ton that we would have O7F ¢ of the sountry e

w::tly w:;-‘l“n o gomersl 1des of the par
™ Joun

would be working i3 /__' o )

4 this evening ¢



26/3/18.

21/3/18.

8/3As,

/318,

51,
:Z.:.::: lueky shanoe & good Aust
Some of g:tz E“d. o colml o loave's
e 1, goling on Blighty 1ea ! AWy on leave
the point sr S g X e e wers ao
they were fent baok ety
an far as Blgghey ang . oo

» maf]
Py Game Ilon‘

We ma:ohed to 8t. Omer 8
o'olook In the ‘fhr;: mtion thia morning and there &

Rl we had
and afterwards pot a1

During the last eoy

Ple of days 1
ones or twi 7% % have met gge,
Blighty t‘oro:o:: n:’t‘:;t.;:ﬂ:“ Plaoes we h.voG:u:::: ?ﬂu Pl s
agaln now. after being wounded at Ioulu: :nz'l:‘: il'l
e slesap | =
pet tmzk.nl:h:i;?:: ::;-n:sht And a8 thers are 24 of us to be
up, but Lt {s pretty nt Fly ocorwded, - 24 {, elriphe o
STitod 1o e bg ;! lylng Aown, Bowevsr, {4 h‘:‘“dl“! and aitting

up from . empty h

whish cooasion we were about :‘; t":‘t;:l: Yo firet arrived "’»':h“:;.
Wo passed through Lillers Station fust verere "
decent mess - & bomb had
station a few days befere

Had a good night on the train

slesp.

We arrived at Mondecourt ear)

after dlnner,

:‘r‘::,l;.;}‘" :.::f'. K:;l:lrod on detraining -

u ore ort t h thelr

further on the previous dey .::U‘t_ha m°up.:;°i;.2:d‘,:?;:r"-:dun:f:d

such panio that marmy people of this village had fled - The arrival

of the Australlen troops sesmed to reassurs them again for we saw ma

returning and putting thelr furniture bask In the houses again, ¥

Rumours are that ‘he Amerleans and British have oaptured Ostend, that a

TandIng was attempted 2t Zesbrughes, the Camadians haye taken Leams and

the Pranoh receptured Perfonne.

After dinner we marched to Thieves whers we embussed, debussing again ;

ot Franvilliers, We passed many tanks on our way up in the buses; the |

trip was very slow as the road was shoked with traffio ef every de-

saription,

It was pitiful to see the old French people, many of whom must have been

80 and more, slowly making their way back along the road with all that

they could take of thelr household goods, whioh they took in earts, wheel-.

barrows and even on their backs im great bundles that locked a load for a |
man = bar an anolent woman.

;:::"rlnvlllhrl we marohed again = teo tired to oare a damn where the

Oermans were = to our present quarters in ths village of Bonnay, arriving

late in the evening., We found the village almost completely deserted, for

a Osrman armoured ear had passed through 1t the day before and so t:u“

poor old elvies had gome for thelr 1ives, leaving .""Uﬂnf g:::-:d by

stood exoapt thot the dlsorder of the houses had bunb:;'n. :ur e s

some troops who had passed through the village o lf“ could find)

there = we billetsd amywhere in the best houses and barna

I bed.
g:.:lmﬂﬂrlfoﬂbu;uneﬂ ware nhbllthodrh:‘; ;:n:h:h:ttlginlant: ;:;-;“.
1 a A, D. 8's, up in that part o A b
::nt:b:glﬁd u;u;olu; on this arurnoun;hrt they are ge
whers, as soon as we oan take gver from .

all Gonsidered, for I got a oouple of hours

Y In the morning and rested olose by until

The Germans wers tempor-

. No rations through to=day,
.;::t::: BQ:;: ::-“- have had to pay heavy tell

4 ".uu ';:6-7 and teock over from the

8lapt soms last night
so tha fowls, rabblts,
to fesd the troops = feathe
A lot of our bemrers went up the

11th Chaps, {nder of our bearers went :
Late last night, at short intervals, the u-usklld Frits straight
an Ents our boy® the 10th Bgde- t

[ 1]
up the line for things ""-w;"utth 4

el .50 and

nny.hhn he oould g® e e T1¢h Bgde. ¢ 7.30 8 e N ring in, or
over" at 4.30, followed orte t

make cut l'r-. the ususl embtwsed <P {r objectiv® and &
ehape gnimd the positions W. o r by
Casusltiss were fnirly severs

tained by the unlucky 40th .




Wo hoar that the 4
also done vary '.;I;.&‘-to Div, And thy
Our "B" Sest.

Tent D1 39%h Britten pyy,
leading job, ¥+ Las bean anq ot

have advanqoeq

i1
18 on the loulrg and yn. g

10/3/18, It appeare from sy -
/ 2dvinesd abeus 3 ‘; olearsr reports availap) :
miles lagt nlght ® this morning tha '
..’lb:i.h‘l‘ contant o the desir t our ahapa

with Price ad pool‘.!cmn.
to "shelling” ani maohine run f;r: o .“:1"*“:‘.‘: 4
3::-?5:.}\ Div. E;l: in an SPPesrance ;.hl. i us
L) ar 1 z

asunde IH. 'r“':? fire; over the ridgs °:8°ur Bfotor this mornt
Saw Thursdey's pa h:. STEulng the potnt o 11!.::: 1::0.
:;Iﬂ:‘ghl: l::lt of the other Senmat S fora k?o::. :h. o - :

. o L] ® last day or
night laat, the Geraans on Wed.
This morningts bombardment was
all day from 11.30 olesr!

. Ng the cases th

attackad with Erent parsistanss and in ﬂ::::h;
into our lines; our Position is ve : .
tarridly; our ovn onsualties have
Our ertillery ran cut of amm

Pritevy flright; we haye bsen working hard |

Forlﬂnrn hours ths Germani
rmatlon but never once et
Fy strong and tha Garmans suffared -~
been heavy hut not serious at all,

waltion very early in the ot
gunt proved suffiolent to keep Frite (p cheek most ofr;n't::‘::: t:;,“uhln-.

Oarmans had to attaok in the open down the ona slde of the valley and
then up the o‘her to resch our positions so that they were un-!c:’ :h{n
gun fire the whola *{ms and wsve aftar save was prnotlo;lly 'lptd':ut =
Tha 11th Ambulanss bearars reported hers this svening and nre being h;ld

in resnarve, )

As Opl. Funtar passing through sounded to-de « FRY [ "
rain-soat whish Kalso “bape® as I alraady huze :na’ s s '
Saw Dave Doyle to-night; he 1s billeted hers in tha village and (s ooming
over 1o s4s us In the rorning sll golngz well.

51/3/18. Quiet day., A 11t*1e "Proggle" brought In hers to-day to be passed fur-
ther beok to his people - wherever they may now be; apparently he was
visiting friends in Amiens when the Osrmans mdvaneed this far and nearly |
to his home; ¢his morning, the news having gons mbroad that Frit: was !
well held, and *he "line" quistar, he rode up on his bloyole to sea If he
could find his house, mother etos he found of course that his mother had
lonr ainoe fled 8o he oollactsd what remained of the famlly treasures 1
and startad back for Amlens but was taken in hand by the A.I.F., as he
wan in an eveouated area, olssed to olvilians, I took him !n hand here .
as 1 oould parley » {m & bit an? he stuok to me llke & leach until {
he startsd off for ' this afierooon, for the French interpreter
here having seen his papers, he was ellowed to procesd. He took the

»4 lande! baok here in tears
wrong road, got pulled up by the sentry a 4 and sent him
a whils later, but Harry Angwin put him on the right road an
of Ipiﬂo
B A Bt t-day O h:t-rvsr;::y;rd we had a very pleasrnt
it t:t.l; ;Oth ’atn. and having a good time
JeFs) e s s Biutrad ST » he salvaged a kind of a sort of = motor
theugh plenty RO ok prasstt © 1; {s getting 1t put in ordar %o

oar somawhare in Corble yesterday & €

le.
ork him about the spuntry In sty
Lﬂ Stillman, vho wns with the GO"hth.
in a football match about three ao; &
Lex Bradshaw is sonewhere near in¥re

ired & broken sollar-bone
n.;g:'::d {s still awny in Blirhty.
h Mortsrs so I must try and hunt

him up. s
sunded a bomb to-day = 1
1418, Eastar Monday, Two of our boys ¥ 'l,b{m the Bn. Detall arowdi
Ambulanee having ooee tyal hare but the ether
new boys in the 4led soon after arrive
One of them = Robinson = ted has been sent on. :

Ol1bart = less seriously : e
Frite very busy with the vaste So-doy road this morning and ¥ :

wrong tohes ineluding
A Osrman Alspstoh rider teok t:: oarried valusdle ::'50 shelling of

tin our ohapei he bel
Srdors 45 Mg g batisry, W whish
LV LY

. ton
He laughed at the sugget®
n o b:?nhrll I supposs.

s finished whioh
n offensive ™
that the Oerme

4

—— ‘.-#“-.
g —
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§/4/18,

&J‘/ls .

8/4/1n,

Fine again to-day,

The river Anore runs thr

e T e Y ey
r r

padd1L 2E7e Which the departeq yitge "

NE UP the historlo streen and AEOTe left behim
the numerous 11ltile bridges whioh
though DATrew 1s awift fiowing,  ©°
All olvillana have pow baan “’;Ounhd
The general opinion here is e
S5 e Pt soney, e " ¢

sotors or Atmiens, |
s one we « 1t wil)

:‘::-.:;:::'l:lﬂ. 'ul':: ¥88 one of pur "u:r:::.;::rho 1 attmok,
his visit was ::,ort n: :::::.::' ':. e dow ;1:‘:’:"::':-0 ey
for hight duty but 1 expas T ek te thelr A, p, S. at Hellly

twe
he has not lost his genial -u:lfl 888 him again (n o day or two -

Yesterday was quist but to-day far from (¢ ‘

:.30 xnth::hrau;nt on our ri From :'z!&:;:',:mm v

ere a WRE just a bombardment of , P oughd
now aertaln *hat Frits launahed heavy t:::o::t:;l:g :{x:;t;s. but 1t 1
our right (R.R.R. and 218t Div.) and on the 9in A amy Div, on

us t. Bgde.
Qur latest news here up to 2 p.m. is that Frits broks :i,,u;nu,u:.;;;::'
to & dspth of 900 yards or so and was sti]} attaoking but was held by
the 9th Brigade on the L. flank, :

A lot of ths Tommies have been through .D.8.

up and despondent - It {s said thl?;tho‘:’.-lfl? :ou;:: ::-.-; ::;;f’ -
Our 16th Aust. Brigade boys, nt present attached to us, have been polng

up tha line in Compenies for the last few hours.

Saw Dave Uoyla pass on horseback going linewsrds and young Barter driving
& 0.8.N. pass the other way but just had time to shout gool-day to then.

Many reports sinoe yestarday on the position on our part of the line, by

the wourdiad polng through but as usual they are very oontrsdletory and

Tague,

The follewing seems to be the true ocourss that the fighting has taken -
Yanterday the Tomias on our right were foreed to fall back a little

and the 18th Brigade of our Bth Div. took over from those lmmedlately

on our Bliflank in the evaning and then our Pth Brigade men fall back = 3
11ttls fo adjus* and straiphten up the line, ' !
To-day the Oarmans massed behind a smoke soresn to attaok our 10th and '
11th Byda. troops on our seotsr but their luck was out for the wind varied' -
pada tholr smoka saresns & fallure and our artillery exaotsd heavy tell |

from *helr massed troops.
Further along it appesrs that
hasvily attacked but hal! thelr

54111 further slonz the attaok
mat with some suossss but the extsnt of suoh sucoass, if any,

* ly from
::':.Mﬂt- the oasualties early In B8 '°5"i£?.b:::§x:rf..§ in the
SUESSEMIIG LD e ':“:;1 .:?:r::on from the lines, whish he
latter part of the morning an 4 {sh failed to eventuate. N
shelled heavily rr:r-l:r:::: ap not very long 8o, e
One of our boys = Mo -
killed this morning up st the 1ines: o . o L .. for helping
Two of our boys heve get into hot “u;orbl
themselvas to "forbidden fruit ln';:l e 90
members so we are sll hoping they <y
the wny somehow, the lesst guilty oods” thrown ins '

y : with "the £ planes being
the ethers get seot fres, vity = four OQerman 2 s
ut Pair smount of #ir sotivity have been relieved &7 I‘l“

Qu ot “,. . santors We wers to Asr hat been oAnoe "

brought down on thi row but such &F tv, which has

baok for a few days rest Lo-mOTTed o our 2ud. D

nd we are hore for & £0% 0T8T T us e 8 10 s
e ta wnd toge ther SgR

::It:::‘l%l:’:ﬁ 5;0 il“”:"'l hare 80 #0° R

Our 1st Diy. is on 1ts ™Y

the §th and 15th Brigades were teioe
ground and {nflloted sevare oasualties.

troops 1s reportad to have
on the British troops ‘s g

to the attaok wh
who jolned us

» wo will

4
Wl in the llﬂ..h o to=days
ining & tesdlly 0 the BE  ed throus
Q;;:‘;u.:mu-:n of Youx were vt



9/8/18.

10/4/18s

11/4/18.

12/4/18,

13/4/18.,

14-18/4 10,

164/18,

”""/‘/IO.

19/4/1s,

u‘

Mors bls. to-ds a
ially Iorrlam{ -','ﬂtl threw o £00d den) ¢ {
- L Fon

Quiet, 814, More
in Corble last nri.:: farey Prats w, wor
for some patients of O:u:. ﬂurin‘ a :J:‘b'ﬁd %Y the A.p.x
® - ....”‘ '1 or bo of .ﬂ «R,

th a B rouge" .
Offieinl news tosday thet - onution, uge 1
Fleurhalx secter and L2 has By

longar ours, t. Quast and h“P"Nguo on the

ntls are ne

Fine wea ther again
. The n. z. D
Just arrived here to religyy 4y ::;-";:n‘-m O 16t Div, that had
north

Push up thars whiah e
Offiolal news to-day ,:-:U'mh::: serious, "grin on wosount of Trite

Ploystaert, Steanvaroh, M,

holds our old L'Estrade hmr:fl:_;.‘:
Eataires, Frquingham ang Armentier R 8
but 1t is to be hoped that gur -
be kept olear, for otherwise Yp
have to be evaousted,

It seems hard that all the ol
4 familiar pi
::rlgugo;r :: take last year, thould be opv::.n:n.:; :'-:T{n.d e
#otion was reorganised to-duy, the shier ohl.ngll.g:::; that

being, Dow and Anson taking their Plaum the Bearers for the time

« Ooodness &n
get on in the Bearers - A 8 ows how Brent will
- shbleriiig ngwin will be Alright sxeept that he is ne

:r::gtr:r::r:; our e:np;. ¥ho were away on leavs when we moved dewn here
P + Fojolned to-day so we are Just about at full strength

Alan Webster, who left us with & dose of :
d'Aschelles, came baok with them. SIS T o 1. Nt !

Quiet on our sester. FProm to-day on,"A" Beot, Tent Div. will run the
Casunlty Room in the day and "B" Tent Div. in the night - the whols of
the Tent Div, will be on duty end do stretoher duty as well as the ,
dressingy we in "B" Tent Div. start duty to-night. 1

Quiet here so w» have had a lary time this last couple of nights.

Latest offiolal news of the position in the North (s of ths 13th and on

thui Ary the line was reportad to have run East Wyschaete, West Messinas, :
PMoystasrt through Neuve Fglise and then the line ourved to Nieffws/ <7 :
Stmerweroh,Station, Bailleul and west of Merville - Hard fighting wes

in progress.
1t s reported that our lst Div. counter-sttacked susosssfully lmmed-

i {ni talde Ballleul.
l::i:-dma::t;:n:o:ch::o that our 12th Brigade Artillery (Nebile) has

basn eaptured in the North.
l!uln: a ncte from Cousin Jim Lenis, vhe {s with a Training Bn. in
England and expeoting to eome over Soon now.

|
News to the effeot that 5teenwerck, fleffe and Bal)leul have besn

evacuated and that Neuve Eglise 1s no longer ours.

Dscant Aust. mail to=day. {o at present; 1t seems

North s the great top friolally that
Tha poaition in the ¢ as the news has oome through of fle wy.“"
rather oritioal at presen ve becoms Frits gro

Wysohaste and the helghts sheut Milievl % r round about here
heavy fighting. {xed Oas and H. B O¥8 o preparat-
sy P E sematng 1 g st et 02 0L Tl R e
1. H ..1 gubeSeation, together o .ma .
ons late Yfow, Eade and Luke of our rve receiving and dre

Blanohard to fix up & rese g S :
the Bearers, leave :;I:.:-l‘l:l‘::‘." we are shelled out of this p '
ing post near Franv sl
ng t ot I'.?'m' aven Ihough re

t by late then the 1ine. .

Things up North not teo good ”,ueu there to strent

aw got 1t has been
::.:::l::::l!:l .f.m fall of "”M':d {n doing 80 *°

fall baok to another 1ine of defence

oke
4 le and Langens s
n:::'tm':r o Prench of fensive

R

the Yerdun seoter




20«"‘/150

22/4/1m.

2/4/18.

u/1 An,

= vod
/RW/i1M8ge, Wrten and Tom Les © . the village ¥ n':o:' ey r L./Cpls

In our own lmmesy,

'ul;g: iy .u’:r:::::‘:::hm' Villtery Bretens

yestarday, 17,000 op Yory heavi) e the bin

et & “;. M‘holl- being : Y Shelled wiyy O oting

dose of the same .

evaoun tion} the :,“ T® now

personally are; l“:;'::t:.urruun 50:; oomplated

pirater, tin 114 ETound aheny n?- -

;:’!"’-h::.i'}r‘“?n-lth in a hu;ryr“
n r " )

b ) f::h-:';rah o8 4uty In the Casualty mey

with Capt. Molhes to u::'- the other "tent D!v.! novis oo

Franvilllers by "lltnohnrd“ ing Station “'l:: ;lt‘:;ll‘r:: <

yesterday; the bear-re ana Peas

Eade & 0o," who 1
4 o't here fo
the village and 4| Others go to the © that purpose

& In or Eo ba rlll-, enbankment outala
Went for & stroll with va) Horro:n:r;?::llt-n wy. e

of Corble this evening « Corble does not Ihho S SEF 4% U ORMAELrhe

ook muoh War-worn as yet.,
Latest news {ndioates
at lanst.
Fine weather eontinues,

Our guns hawve basn Yory busy the las+t 4
Asroplanes thick lately. A Oerman .1:-:.:?::0;':5“;:;1:1.12" giih:.
plane down this morning over our 1ines but in hie sagernass to .otr'd: e
Britlsh plane, came too low and esught & burst himself from o'no‘ol' eu:
seroplane machine-guns on the ground) his plans orashed In our lines
and the aviator was found to be shot through head and chest and he
enre ‘o ba the famo ‘ "

us Oerman afireman Cavalry Captain Baron von Rish-
thelar, who hae secounted for 80 of our maohines. =

Went for a wnlk with Kelso and Woff to the top of the ridge this eveniny:
a8 things were quliet and had s good leok over the valley on the opposite
eide, through which flows the Somme and watohed our shells bursting

in Frita's trenches on the further side of tha rulped villags of

Aammel « Veux, near to us, looked In good repair but of sourse was
quits deserted while daylight lasted.

'-h.t F L] -
ritz s "hela In the Rorth for the present

)
Took a walk along to Franvilllers this aftsrnoon to sse Blanohard & Co.
at the reserve A.D.85,

Went up to the ridge again this svening with Kelso, Bert Reld and a '
eouple of others for a look around with the help of a big telescope
borrowsd from one of the motor drivers; we found Frits in s nasty |
mood for he started to shell our aburn:.ln post a -lm.n.- or two

after we got thers so we had to get out "touts de w:h T - ‘
Ses by to-night's bulletin that the sir-man brought fm B s

or two ago wus Osrmeny's "arack"” - Baron von Riahth:do: ;h. ":“t -
that an Aust. Artillery machine gunner has besn &warce

bringing him dewn,

———

The following entries ware nnd: by L/epl. A:::;u:g;o,
who took charge of my "effects when I -: b e AT
and later sent those of walue to me, on

in 'Iltllnll- |

A.D.8. ws
of Bennay where our " S
the vlli;{:‘ was partioularly hesvy, ::;?C :rmht
K #he ing horse-1ines were qu " e
from nelghbour “th gas Masks on. Av B o 0:0 i
¢ easualties the main

lace was olear © . had established.
& lull coourred and ': t:. :- whieh Blanohard & c:.:. ¥a jor Matoslfe,
moved out to ;“;.":"'; left on duty in dressing TOF o resides these
Four men and M.

t11ier =
l-/ﬂpln. Werner L Baker and Pta. Brent and K

At 4.am, shelling of
sltuated oommenced.
and Oas; onsuslties

wi
%o us and Por four hours we worke \

Q.1.8. Thespeon and Cple

as po
remained on duty om-® (newe the Aressing

At 0,15 wum. sheliing of "'J’.‘.ﬁ&':?:'n-mo °T.‘::¥1:: e} PR
Baker),L/0p1. Marner 804 N30l 07y woek shelter, |0 wajor Netoslfe
room, the n-hli;.:'“‘ sasuslty arrived & A

‘-‘1.‘ » s the fron
L 0:1‘..:::!" were ‘"'“;-:- oo 'a shell landed &% L0 L e howrer,
returned to the ull;:.l. . L/ople hzr‘. o B
station epd others © ﬂ.:{ly howaver,




11/8/18,

within b L] kill.‘ IKwirw
strotoher e o Wounded . gy Webon
On oalls for nejs 1° Lee, LA : :' Killed utright, o

Pte. Bry empe on MIor N, were
nt and p ; Bllter per :pt; :.1::: :Jcm. hh:hmdoq.
o owing g
8. up . f ;
Oasualties « pyy 't Hellly *1%0 shelles Afinally sone off by oar.
Bestdes * Bond Gasned, pops = B R, & Oug,
S8e othe Pearse wounded
An at'aok f.llnﬂ the bﬂ:""- Layer and Pearas

& brilliant Sountar<s

raly re
oo timated enemy cuultl'y :.o;;:m'h" " ttal priseners 900 and

Pldemis of Influesnse o
bout - 5/5g¢, Retd,
ol 0.8 SYRcunted while Ptas. Ede an4 Dow are
Capt. Olaseford returnes o unlt  papy, Cookburn on 1/5/18
:;j;r ?n!y Jolned untt ip Plaos of MsJor Kenny attaghed to l..'.orp
* O Forter evacuated,broken bone in foot saused by throw from );aru.

Note: (Rospital Englamd 5

Yy Tlary, written up to about the 23/4/18, having been left in France,
along with my other personal effeots, when | was eTRouA ted wounded,
the following is a summary of svents from then to the present day,

On the night of the 23-24/4/18 six of us wers playing poker to while
away the time as there was little b1, doing; I was doing exosedingly
wall but the game ended extremely abruptly about 3 o'olosk when heary
shelling began, I was buslly arguing with Prank Bartigan that the
"row” was Fritz's shells and not our guns when & souple landed teo I
ar to leavs any doubt « finl poker.

::u; h Q}qlook ::.t,h. shelling of the village wase uon;f.:nt tn:‘:th.lm
times intense, right up till the time the last of us luft or

e village - about 10 o'elock, 4
::I::o::dnnu wft.h arders previously Llesued, In :h.t::;:n:ro:::d b,
ment, the village was evaouated immediately :h:. l:.omr;c of the brigade
all troope save our unit and the Engineer ploke brigude

mines,
Kight from the com~
ouﬁ Osus-masks in oommiesion, for Frit:

it
with him. bout 9 e'alook in the morning,
ame mors viclent a olearing
85y SS1ANG Woowm the village exeept for & mwnr{ o 5
wns deolded to evacuate £ the Q. N

EXEvED il ¥ @ {111ers.
BRI of Sy b8 8o “t;-.:um A. D. 8. prepared near :;;;;h
the ohaps moved back to or Netealfs, Brent, Hillier,

4
The party left hhi": TS it Pte. Lew of the motor transport an |
Bakar and Werner, Sgt.
Sgt. Thompeon -ml! 0:1;"
There belng little doing, e
Cunlag..-u.‘ should ::ltlr:l:: the trate around us and first .
and this they f"h;’:g,.u{ this time %0 .mu:‘ last our turm “'ue
o Siok o i . e 24 BT Tt
our . ssing & anded © " y
WJer Buiuuiee .‘:lzh::;‘r:::hd. m:i: .:;lﬁttz the roos ::':..l:“
s fsmght S8 S e s seored & bit, SU T o Just
ralss the Aust and then wound ing Tommy * 4 ghap, who ws
dust and Airt and -ltlth”ﬂ{m and alse “Emecking
the dressing room &
ooming in the door.

had %o put and keep
anoemant of the b"h::t:::tt;'-' as L8 now usual

. M. 8. the
gilton of the Q other thras in
. 'l““udllt:tl:::u the road, until wanted




L'l

ovar the man 1 was dnulng:rn.:: :: ::

to shaltar as muoh as

1h1 ¢
and Just wonderea i poseible, and way gy ® floor fortunatsl
:‘M'h the jeb ofr.“ long the reof HLte helples g
llllﬂ‘ ln. 1 began .
thigh first - th?dun: think of

there, whish I haq 3
U\W(.P':t RS to gat harily expeoted as 14 ddn's ¢ and finding {4 sei1)

tried orawling and o
Matoalfe and I ﬂnx ' & By ¥ell) at the door
never forget the siph
out of the door with the R, leg b) Ent)
fearfully mutilated. I to)4 :1.. e i o
that there 414 not seem to be muoh
=ed for the o'hars to the best of 1
"somewhat out of sotion”. The omn’ *bllity, as I found my R. lung slse
ors 414n't take )
my word wasn't I glad; Baker fixed me ® long te turn up though
bandages and {t wesn't long befers o “up and plastared me all over with
:fﬂ'ﬂ the lot of us out of the place Farrived frem Fraviliters ant
414 not stay long at our rr "
working erder, but were hurrl::n:?t:.:;: :' :' : :: ;" :“ not ‘:
the 11th P14, Ambulanse were rumnt ¥ TR SRS .
I saw Kelso at our A, D, 8, and 1.:"
« B t my Fld. Olaoses with him,
At ’h .; D. !, I saw 7-., l.. whe 444 not sppear to be h b
I »aid good-bye to "Dangles” who had eoms along in the a.:.;t;d g
Aftar getting patohed up & bit more I went on t5 the 4th lrlthhu;. Cc.8
and there I stayed for the night, - |
My troubles were four little pleses in the R. slds of face, £ in R. amm,
one in R lumg (entering under arm), four 1ittle pleces in R. thigh and
& dsoent orsok in R, ankle, ."
Next day I was ontralned for Rousn, whioh we roached after an 18-hour i
journsy and there I was taken to No, 12. "St. Louls" American General
Hospltal, whers I passed the night, entraining again next day for
Le ""ﬂ-
Mhen we arrived at St, Louls Hospital and were being sorted out in the
recelving tent I found myself next to Charlie Bond who gurgled to me that
h. s tm “lr ones of our d‘].w. 80 far a2 he knaw, who had ‘Qt inoeoked 1
in the bosba=Ament of bll" whers we had an A, D, 8. He had a dsosnt
fasus of gas and 5o was taken to s dlffersnt mrd than ayself and I have

not sesn him sinoce,
The trsin journey te Le Hawre -r; :: N
four hours; we wers all on boa s hos
414 not start until about 9,30 that night. The boat f'm(:im':’)'..
smooth, oomfortable ons and we arrived early next morn '1‘8.“ o i’.p"h
Southampton; hers we were sorted out and I found e:h-: o
from the rest of the Australlans and was to go to #om

lung wound 2
2 ;::o:n:;: 3:- t-‘nlt before thl.;:::':: ‘o'::":.:‘p::m‘““:’;“t__
arrive at Waterloo Station wnil lﬂru\“ one oould ask for but no less

ment on arrival at Waterloo was & e ete 14 8 prologus to entry
than one oould esk for -l::‘:n;lm:, Hospital, which is not teo good

inte this Heapltal -'wrt
but still it ia war 1
There ':. no orderlies Bare ol rﬂ:ll": for him and apart from
things and has to ssk other P“'"“‘““c.r the Best = it wee eight
me to ne

this attention, doss not seem :.mm e .m.; m:;r:: =
days before an ¥. 0. (¢ seems & funny

doubt knows what to
& hospital to me. 1
Nou J“d‘ .rlﬁ. h.:r'::‘u;:r !“pl':;.lt serves = ™

t wne

e e well fitted up 88 & o i
of the workhouse ma torial. tnoe 1 got knoeked 857 cht serious does
Three wesks have nos passed & Jung weund at first %

falrly good repair ;.l::’:. "::, after
not appear to have »

- 1sg no good se
B aoross Major

he lay half {n and hnlg

% the knes and the L,

of muoh use and having noted

Blesding, orawled to the gate and yell

+ a very long one, taking sbout
1 ship by 4 e'olock but 1t

when ons wants |
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trouble and s
Absorbed. oM quite right now, the air TR
r hl?ln‘ besn

My ankle has Eiven me

& bad ¢
extractsd but the mei  few 11¢e)
qulte possible th bones 4o not seem to have s ;rpm" of bone have been
B & Tate ® Joint is not muoh Ixduired uffersd mueh and 14 1,
after arrival ;ut': ‘::...T“t and & oouple o.f othars a da
":" able hame to lat them know I wes For o
Jim Talt come
was to ses Mn.le.::f t:.':. me & day or two after (2/5/18) ana
ing Squadrons %o finlsh h::::l,: awaiting a vacaney in one of :;:yr:,l;a :
good time, e and In the meantime 1s having o

On Bunday last, Vine oame

along to &

;’h‘:’f‘::;“}ﬂ-r afternosn visits w‘:;l?h::: I'n to have the pleasurs

r .

BBk $h1s week b5 ses ::'::‘:":.”1';.:‘: that he would be along one aftar-

:‘:nlv:ﬂ a oable from home toviiny; °! :::.1:0:1: appsarance so far,

e tral tn)rhoro yot. got any lettars
e Are a few other Australl

various kinds of Enplian, el

far from

are Toomies who talk

Not mush to enter; - havwi
Recelved a lot of Amtn;‘gu.: J;tllly Ny S,
e o1 and other mall from Franoce yesterday that

riven ms something to think about. Kelso tells me 1 Kt > §
that Mnjor Matoalfe Aled at C,0.8. 3 n his lattar
laarn from his letter, that Sgt. ‘E;{’/é..‘;m:hm"d o Mhodked. te
Bonray when wa got oaught and that he was ti?l.a. 6:_;;.;“4“' W
me that Tomry Lee, Clarrie Oreenwoed, Ted Pleros :und L:utli‘. vl
got over to Bliphty and ware doing well when last hesrd of :" Qo8 M
not men*ion Charlie Bond, whom I saw of but ha does

" aw at 12th Ameriocan Osneral Hospital

Rouen Baker, Nowy Drivers Moss & Fen Phillips have seoursd M. ¥s y
Recsived letters this morning from two of Bert Reld's Saifen Priesds -
Miss Strange und ¥ise Pfaar - who say they will be slong to ses me on
Sunday :ftornoon next,
"Minnie" has written to say that she may be along to ses me to-morrow
;::mon = Alea had written to her to say that I was in the "repalr-shoj
¥ina oame to see me last Sunday - getting quite a decent lssus of
visitors st presant,
Vary 1!ttle sleep yot on scoount of my foot = it sesms to be impreving
though Morphia 1s "of f" my menu so they tried "mental effect” with mook
dope last night; I msked him 414 he ever get & slesp on it this morn-
ing and he just smiled so I don'tthink I will have it served up to me
again,
'5“ *ralded” last night and for & long time the "Antis” went thelr
hardest; we oould hear Frits's planes onos or twice.
Only one bomb landed here.
"Minnie” vieited me last Thursday afterncon) I wasn't vary olever 8o
she 41d not stuy long.
I had thres visitors on Sunday -
Mise Strange end Vime.
Have had quite a few letters from France. :
Went out into the garden on onme of the wheel-soushes this afterncon for
gwhile as the weather was warm and fine.

s the wea ther sontinues fine and

Bert Reldt's two friends, Wics Pfaar and

Out in the garden again ywesterdsy &

et {ttle personal belongings from

E

41
Reosived » parsel of my most value L P leted volumat of my dlary: |

Franoe per Ales ywsterdey, ineluding

sleep as my ankle 1s troublesons .
.:n 'l'hml"lduy laat and & minute or two !
Mr. Oriffiths arrived and stayed yarning
ure of another yisit next week.
lso from Nrs. Ouwrry of

Pesling rather weak for want
"Minnie" ocame along to see mé
aftar she left ¥r. Sherwood and
for awhile, promising me the pleas

Bad another note from Miss 8 trange and one &
as I'm not fesling

‘;.hw; written sansslling all visits for i

too soolable. The Dr. made
cmewhat better.

Had rather mors sleep lately so freiing 2 tal, when doing hie rounds

some romark . i

this uulu“?:ﬂl 3:.::'1::.: :::.- E::rt from Vina and Mipnie now
L]

and then.

Ep—
e ——

=

-
-
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Aleo Kelso tells me in his last

day even-
"pus t “P.' gee me ON Thurs e t.
a8 the unit is getting #o 1y oame in to tg, Lo 8T
Major Frank heatlend :-:r:::":n{ looks in “':b:!ur. now with the
ing last; he is over

ao.

[

m‘::{.a.mt nadian ohaps in thi, Ward now « Jook Lakie o0
A lot of Alr-foroe Cadets ars ip this hos
extraotion and nasal-filleting. Winne
soolable sert of the love-lorn Boot,
gontributes a falr shars of Amusement,
A Opl. Long in this ward has been *x0eptionall
moving me about in the whesl-goush affalr and
wmyh.

pltal at Present for tonsi].
~Tighe of their numbe r

. is |
who makes 1ove to all oy

the nuraes; 4

Y £ood to me in tha vy of
In many and various other

Save been slewly improving Auring the last month and have row resohed ;
$he etage Shere 1 go out on my own on erutehes; 1 usually stay in ;
bed most of the day - just
the svenings - for bed has beooms somewhat e
gether an unpleasant one,
and writing = I took up fan
A WAgEATr.
My foot feels much beattar now but it {
will bs some time I think before it goes on duty again.
On Sunday morning last I got up and went to shurch and when soming
back my orutoh skidded and let me down rather hard on my "Aud” foot
whioh has besn rather swellen sinee.
Vina eame along on Sunday s fterncon and gulded ms to her place whers I
spsnt & very plessant afternocon for her slaters and mers are an un-
1 and lively lot,
;:ln hue ulm{ly benn slong to sea me on thur:dny aftarnoons b-:t
having had & dose of tha prevalent "Spanish Flu", took harsslf off to
l‘ltll‘;‘l o oouple of werks ago to affeot a recovery.
Othar visltoras have besn Jin Tate snd Mrs. Sherweod, .
A weloome paroesl, sent for May 26th, arrived a day or twe ago - helps
o " here & 1ittle,
::Ou;:"n'::‘;d that I will be leaving here soon for ona of the Aust.
Convalasnant Hespitale l: tht;al;o:ion&il;:::.;“tm g
t to one or o
Frasm M.‘nl":onﬂ an afternoon trip to London in the near future,
RERVAD Snd 1 Canadian Conv. Hoapltals neer
Mat Jook Laklie, who 18 at one of the Cama s g P
hore now, last night, end went to the loesl Hippodr
e -
s Little Vagabonds . ’ Sabs
hr:o. note fr; Clarrie Oresmwood, 'h:h:.o:::g:t'::;t:: 1:::..
he will call on me here should h..g::o-,, Yendaworth Hospital that he is
Charlis Caldwell-Smith (nforms me N Eoieit e Ui 405
progresaing favourably; 1 expsot to vis
times soon. I hoard, our Gnit was
:rl':;:.;nrd frequently from France - 'h‘? 1::\: lin::.
a droant qulet time in & Baabed
out for m rest after ks 'Ly Nast Hone, P
SHER gut Fasting Jus e =:1:2n Cpl. Porter, Pts Makeling and two
llats and Sgt. Aleo, f
‘:'-‘t;-b:owor hova ware killed.
;..r that Ted Flarce hse deveioped tatamus.

hablt and not alte-
1 have f11led in most of

the time reading
oy work for a few days

last week just +o win

8 altogather a "passanger” and

m tha Dentist and

Any or two ago to 8e ", and on Vina
Teck » tl":F‘ ::G:O.L:::;:h.ll’-,ﬂh.ﬂood for l:::r;i::" i
laine : .
e .::::;.’oo mast her st the ;hl::;‘-m‘;: roaming .roun: a::::ni;mkh

or no
BEriey eiuisg | K::l:: ..lll'l: my seoand "":;O:Mt:h,,y wurd with my
BRI ey WAt e'rd-n' I managed to ctrll"{1 was awny looking for a
about again te some © o witnessed my domfe ward on & stretoher,
orutehes while a Dr., g'l got sarted back to the \ha ¢ aftarnoon)
stretoher - I knew t:"u‘ my theatrs trip te Ln:‘:';m the stratoher.
1t would be all up w sald when he arrived bao nd enjoysd the show
I don't know what h.p.uMN' in the afterneon b, e whe should I
I met Vina in at the baok to the hospital in Oresnwood, 80 We got
e o hea stroets, Wt Slarris Sk ani 1 foant hin
sss in one of the :‘:\. next stop and n““h:‘:h°hll and arranged te
out :: th-'hz:.‘t;' Theatre and had spesoch
outside a Var

t in for 0. 1. C-
him agin.

Jetter that he has P i

bar Capt.
He 1o the last of our old 9::::‘::;_'""- - Oapt.
unit as gur "B" Beotiom's el
50 Alea tells me in his last let

Ho.Phes = has left.
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Clarrie Oresmweod ocame o)
wouldn't lat him in, 1 h..:nt,l;::'.m" “Ornlng
him = wo yapped 1ike o souple of ';1:“ "5 & whi
exXpacts to go baok to Pranee segn, PPUT*I
Had & nots from Charlis 0016?11!.-3.1“ ¢

to lat me know that he had been Rotif1es rom Wandewor s Hoapita), yuus
Aust., so 1 SUPPOse the luoky “Seadped . of an imrediats .

St nesday afternoon 1ast, 1 weny gy 3 L), o0
Tighe to ses the Matines of onoweon P.° London
evening I went to see "0d4s on"
mush ro:.-nth:{ ene of t laughed 5,
I have baan marked out to Bou YOI sesn,
when a vaoanoy ocours and 1 .tlu Houp1 ta) (Mut.) And move op thars
Word from Mary of Bournemouth that

for a few days naxt mon
before that.

Ny looation mesming to be a little
vielt next Sunday to-morrow) ana
the Sherwood family at Cheenm,

Have basn trying to get some teeth fixe

to make definite appointments, pro,r..."lzp.i:.','““" e
My ward felend - Cpl. Long - has been dlacharged to his
ing" a8 he oannot be boarded here, being

'hw.n-‘l.y

She wi])

th 0 I hope that 1 gy per 7, UP on Lordon

© Dot get moved te "Southall®

unsertain I haye advised

v
hould I sei)) be S Tt e

hers I wil] vielt

not b.ln; able

depot for "board.
& Home Servios man,

:.:w.y' T visited Sherweods at Cheen and spent & very plessant after-
L

Mada my wny to Newoross Station Yosterday af tarnoon (Tuesday) to mest
Mapy from Bournemouth but unfortunately misssd her as 1t Appears that
there are two Neworess Stations and I shose the wrong one; I went on
to London and met Vina an 4 ten with her befors returning to the
hospital, whare I found waiting to see me - the unlusky maid had
bsen waiting for hours at the Btation and then oame on here and awited
my return for a few more hours; I will see her for awhile this aftar-
noon bafore she goss on to her brother's place at 8¢, Albans,

My luok was out sltogether yosterday it appears, for just after I left,
Val Woff oame along to #ee me; he left & nots to say ha was over on
leave and unfotunately would not have another shancs to oall,

All patiants marked "fit" by the ward Dootors are to be glven extandad
weak-and leave until the Tuesday evening next week-end and the Elstar
hara, who treats me well, has fixes it alright for me - fits in beaut!ifully
for me with May in town.

ing in towmn, |
The werk-end well over and a jolly decent one it was. .I-y being

hed to Alvide the time and though I had to "tell a few", it -: :lrlﬂﬂ“?
and that no doubt exouses them - espeolally as they were '“";h'l: .y
I spent Saturady and Sunday with Vina, May thinking I was at Che ssibls
had to ring up "Cheam™, explain the sltuation and arrange for & po

ring from May for me thers. S
on 8lturdlll,furnoon I went out te Vina's for a ihll; nn;l :ht:ny':-.: Tm
in to sse "Palr and Warmer” whioh we enjoyed very much. nd wa"bused”
Bedford Hotal and met Vina In town at 12 e'clook on s:::u:o:t of the

it out to Hlohmond and had & row enltho river. Vina

rowl and & Ascent rmumber of blistars. 3 ue

0': '::Any —-E::In; I rang up "Cheam"” and found thet I:L;::gp:::: the
there and laft a messags to the effect that she :l:. at Watarloo Station
wnak-and at the Wast Cantral Hotel and would mee peing all in the

2t 10,30 aum. = The West Central and Bedferd Bot;l:ot run inte her dur-
one bullding, I thanked my luoky stars that [ h..m-r Milicent and

Ing the weak end; 1 waylaid her .10:2.::?’:;:: African chap - a8 W07

A Lt, Hows f the R, F. Cs = & YOIy ining, we taxise
oare out orot.h- '-l;. Contral Hotel and as 1t n; r:tnﬂ:har weary of
"Mndap Tussards” just te rill in the morning) E

f
and I'm Anshed 1
wardering sbout on erutches, so sat d er .d‘::: 1 pointed them

Py = who May resognise to place me
™o gdrls from Bournemouth t exhiblt and try

out Inter - A1dn't take me for the lates ¢ after that and the twe
in the ontalogus, I got up and nou: mbou i
Eirls Alsappeared wary mush “."“.lioh-ond e “t_m.;:umuy
The weathar olesring, we went out te n the time very P

though thare was a showsr or twe, we put
;ﬂ the river and strolling :::I-l:;.
* 21l staysd the night st

ing o roomy I wan surprised to find tha

8 ad I shar-

¢t Central Hotel, Lt- for ha has

t he WaR ml' 18,




baing ®olonial
ioer rarely s or

On Tuesday morning we just mes
! and
 eto. 1 Ained wity Mey nt L,m: Sbout fix Up the pirls 1.
- "fhe Mnid of the Mounte {ns® whioh we both then went te
other two at tes and I then thought great,
made my way ba
:ﬂlﬂd with my 4 days' laave, 7 back to the
Un two coonsions during the weekend
» I mat Lan f%11
.h‘. :;-Q :'I:::n;t.h Bospltal; I wag surprised tol:::t':: T
-'mtm. e Fﬂf.':;n 'W;‘d'ﬂl he sald, ware 2 :. el
ng well and th g ’ not war
he sald that he expeotad to ses 'rQ::h.hﬂl"M not look at al) olevar,
On the Tuesday e fternoon, o

in a few
I met Whi months time.
Lalosster Square and ha gave me a 1:::1‘.“ the 10th F14. Asbulance 1n

of his wonderful sdvantures in Lmir;:.":‘:::;l:ﬂﬂ:ﬂ" ard a lot 2
Went up to London yesterdey afterncon and got the phutg.t’xr s e =
the ns:;oM *hich are very satisfastory on the whole. I TR _";"'
.'l' ::' thf“m over the tea oups before returning; ahe is “h:rt. e
Esatbourne for a oouple of weeks on Saturday next so I may visis E
next wesk-and. EOAE Y Iy =

Erugs 4
LLTY

e mat the
hospltal, wel]

Made & trip to London this afterncon to leave =
Y oamara with Vimm who
i hk:ﬁ.. holidy at Fastbourns for a ooupls of wesks - sommencing

Minnle peid me & vielt this afterncon.

Went down to Chesn to vislt the Sherwpods this aftarnoon as I am %o 7o =

to Marsfisld Conwvmlesoent Hospital (Austrslian) tomorrow - had & very 2

plessant afternoon and snap-shoted the family.

Move” here to Harefleld Park No. 1. A.A.H. this afternoon; only twe

of us oame and wa 414 the whole journey direat by ear whish was & rettle- -

trap conosrn and broke Aewm four miles from here; & private oar came to

the resous and took the two of us on to the hospita]l whars wa raportad

that a resous oar was nesded. I hope s ear was sent out to glve a

hand as Cadet Wyrne-Tighe was out for a plessurs ride on the broken- e

Aown bus, =
E

This place 1s “"the Carlton” for food after and in comparison with
Lewisham Hosplts]l and la better in every way. The Hospital grounds are 4‘
wory nice so that there 15 little inducement for one on arutohes to go
wandering ebout the sountry here. The ocountry herrabouts is pretty,
But there s nothing speolal to see; the little village of Hareflield
18 quite unattraotive Ltself and (s the only one olose to us. It s
open oamp from 2 until 8 p.m. esch day and leave by applisstion may be
obtalned one dey a weaek to go to Lo:«lu.u. " s i
Met young Barrett, onos of ood Road Hawthorn, st a
afternoon, in the Hospital Consert Room, for eruteh -n:llnd patisnts)
ha has & wound in the back whieh 1s ;ottinf on “qfu'tur; i
Expsot to be boarded in = week or two and learn =y

A -
Reoelved the first Aust. letter addressed Alrect to England yesterday
forwarded from Sherwood & Co.
Oot the M. 0. to have & good leok st a #
me & lot yssterday and as a result have
treuble ward, . Ln tha serrider this
Met, to my surpriss, W, Oarrell of 10th n-;g ::;htl;y B il i e
afterncon; he oame over with the “push rus Lt ts only & oeuple of
head and ls just sbout right agsin now, though lo
waoks sinos he got “knooked . sor was killed s O00P

He pansed me on the said news that Cpl. Biery B¢ s0 decently when I got

of wenks ago - 1t wns Baker that plastered me up
- -

kin rash that has besn troubling
bean transferred to the skin-

- t“‘

-

. os days age, whare , '“,e-fer;-
I moved back to my old ward No. 43. tnr . g peroy Brest arrive
ably Inatalled again; on that same d-:nih::.":: I:olith and skin )
hare, svaocutated from the unit on A000 ¢ yarns with hime

A had some plesssn eem very nice =
trouble of some kind - I h";." o see me yesterdsy .n: 1 e
Mr. & Mrs. Waldeok oame out I had been wounded.

people - had written them to S8y




h:l:.:::n:-::: e o weeks,
tells me 1 dlh'r.::.-:.::xhrﬂu Bs yesterday morning and
B11 the same very seom now, | o0 1908 %t Dexpeot tg by
. ih“:f“ London on Tuesday next
. s ln:l:":.“ hope to ses Janes

-

and will lunen with the Waldeoks

Talt whe $Xpecta to be In London

m Sunday Vine omme out to ses me
. ¥ glnnntly snough nuﬂor::;t:o::?.m“n SIS e e
ﬁmﬂ.ﬁ:t mos t :f the day at the Elaotrioal ward and t
o "-:::r : ;.h elestrical Jigeers to see how nrlg:a -
ol m'; hioh they di4 falrly satiafastori) I bell
make muoh of the M, p's notes - 1 h, el
daily now rorl:lng- and some other treatment, i
1 .:: 'hﬁ.ldm“'l yestarday and after salling on Bherwood & Co, went
. eok's in Russell Sqr.; I found Mra, Waldeok's al;h
_ ) and & oousin of Dorriets (Ware) there, visiting 1ike myself - : =
] ohap oalled Hunter, just over and now on smbaroation leave for

e e

4 had arranged to mest Jim at one otol

I_ B Bin back to luneh with M'O:L:: :1;:‘:-" insisted on

m.::n;h‘::l tn:i:-:;d- our "adieux" and after a couple of un-

[ u s, Finlehed up at ¢ '
 Trioks was baling played Z not muoh., S SN ey s o

S left Jim after ten as he had to meet a friend and I myselfl made a

‘Oall on Vina after whioh I made my way home, fesling tired enough to

B8 vory plessed to pet thers,

O Day yessterdsy., Aftsr a glance at my "Eleotrie Test” report,
‘Major Curtaln made out my board papers in the morning and I was boarded
and marked B2B (8 months to Australis) in the afternoon, 8o have made
the first jump alright,

I go on leave to-morrow morning and have besn susoessful in drawing my
kit to-day so as to save me doing it in the rush of to-morrow morning.
I have not planned the wny in whioh I will spend the two wesks yst -

1 haws to report stralght to Weymouth at the end of my leave.

Left Harafield Park this morning at § o'olook and got te Horseferry
Rond about 11 o'olook where we were (ixed up nice and quickly with
Passes, Cash, Warrants, eto, At Horseferry Road I saw Aleo Campball
whe wns on his way down to Weymouth and alse Carrington who {s on

his way back to Australis on the 1914 stunt; Just as ] was lnv:m;. %
in & taxi, I saw another of the 10th Boys out of the window and learn
from him the ssd news that Von Schele had dled of his wounds.

1 put up at the Be'ford Hotel. -
' 5 d and in the svening I met Vina
In the aftarnoon I oallsd on Mr, Sherwood & e ey

. Boy" which we both
B ey ond oo m: tozrt. Lionsl Laurense in Holborn

fte nl mat Mr
zt:‘l:h.to-vll;:m:ho- at thelr house in gullford Place one evening
neaxt weak,

. t the Mar Trade

Minnie this morning, and having got her Dept. & " .

} l:l: acked to speak to Miss Stone and nearly tum: : b;:.:n::;o: b

#ault when I received the reply that Krs.Stone = mﬂrI :h;nk i A
away on her honaymoon; I laughed eo much then that e ais
the othar end thought the news had besn teo much for nlbutf t:ru
help 1t when I thought of the sad, broken-hearted I!.nnb:. e
weoks ago, awsy honey-mooning. I will send her heart-

dolances

I found .u phoning Mre., Waldeok that she wes out of

on Tuesdey evening -

town so left #

them a vislt

Park to listen to
tes we went te "Shanghsi

t::h.:. :::‘r;.o:;opil- susieal play In which Ivy

e

S pRTr—
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I s v vy fh et i for e o

. . Foluetant) N s

and apent the &t tarmone :J;“ UP OUT Projentes eryp g Rohmong
i« : D
Wenthar good - bad luok 1¢

8 Wasn!

e T, 9 Bl T e
hers & met again Mr, Sa)e apg Mr. Biten ot
in Fnpland, el B2

and I went o the Boldb

_ °

Goling Up™ at the "Galety”, ™ Restaurant for dtmner a1 then on 4o

Oriffithe ana
W wWhen for‘norl,

-
i
W I‘ﬂlll" muoh this mor
Bing: In the
e ﬂ:im the Curry's at “Rosemead® “:.r':n;:: I want out o Aeton
14 :o #88, an he was detained tn town, 1, o;{l; u'"rortu-lhly
‘and sesm to have ErOWn & great desl sines my last vlm|‘:r.11 A.l.
ora

the uniform 1 1ery

1t 1s out of
made now,

‘ . ] b“t l.ft th

~ fashion these days, beling munh shortar u,:,,e::.:a
i ;

- Mr. lflrl. hlldnk oalled and found me at
~ and aftar san ling at Sherwoodts and ooll
S e sotinge note f
. M:::lu:hhi:i e tnaps of Vina's that I had lofs to ::r::inm

R e * S WORS Found te Fe. 11 and had lunch with wre.
Yina's snaps turned out exosptionall

¥y well and I took th und
%0 her In the afternoon and then solleoted Mr. Bherwood ::M“P::inp
dined, went to ses "Ves Unole”, which was Yory goed. '

breakfast this morning

Bave & very bad cold In the head; I Stayed in bed this morning for
I souldn't have Eons out, aven had I felt inolined, my nose was
! blosding so continuously, After dimner I mesayed a trip out buk
had not gone far before my mose started to blead agein so I had o
- Feturn and elean up again, After 4 o'olook I started out agaln
and this time with more sucoess; I called on Mr. & Mrs. Laurense at
No. 2. Quilford Flaoe wnd finding them In, spent the evening with
them - One of Mr. Laurence's present pupils (Jewsllers of Melbourns)
svidently wishes ‘o ses me and was golng te leok me up at the hotel
Mr. L. sald, THave made arrangements t» go to Bournemouth to-morrow
and will return hers again on Tussday rext.

Called at Sherwoods for letter this morning and then after lunoh at
the Bedford, osught the 2 o%alook train for Bournemouth. May met me
At the station and hed a room engaged for me at the Maverley Hotel
where 1 stayed down hers before; we went down to the beach for =
while after ten but did not stay long as the weather war squally.

Raining herd to-dey so 414 not go out this morning; 1t eleered a
11ttle in the afternoon and May and I went to Boscombe and In the
svening, went to *he show at the Hippodrome = a war jroduet laballed
"Going Over” whieh proved genuinely amusing.

:

Fine wenther to-dey. o
Mey and I met a Lisuterant Jim Darling and Nilltsent S
bathing tant and ve epent the day there, just ”mf ‘Iwmz ey
for lunch; in the afternmeon we went in bathing An ting out and
woll with my one affective leg until it mo*tohf;t&:t“ e et
drassed, which proved rather trovblescme. &
May having brougnt rations down for the purpose.
<Aay, sesting

Mﬂ.- Mey belng at work, 1 Just had a leok around onm :hyla:n:o";z sz

Nay at "Bobbiets” in the evening for tes after WR/®! & 5l oo,
show enlled "Bmile” at the Boscombe llPPdru;:;h Jim Darling and
ws Cinlshed up the evening dowm at the SRS
'IIH“I\!-

11.20 a.m.

Darling and we lunehed together at the he sampanioned Milllcent when
At Waterles Station I met Lieut. Hows RO G0 r, @ Lewishan
in town with May at the time of my & é"'d wus golng dewn - =
Hospital; he was over frem France again on the way«

Milllosnt after » dsy or twe in Salisbury

u..[n wvith Jim

-
.'.'




"You ne
FY Poor dut the

4 & no'e to-day
n MoKay's death,

& look over
Yeary wall,
. train dom hers to Mras. mal
. . deok's p]
: " e Wldeck's house and grounds u;-lo.:: “flbtﬂ.u o
try hareabout: very pretty, ry fins and the

"Australin House® this morning ams

1ike the fine Main

dast day of my leavs,

this morning in the grounds at
Ha
1deck and her slster a o

nt out te Vina®
ey .;.ﬁl:u this evening amd spent o quiet time; found

At Horsaferry Rosd this morning st 10,
r8 onught the 12,30 train for mn:ﬁth -‘horioi ::d- ::th g
Arrangsd to ses Way s t Bournemouth Station through whioh the
pasasd, should 1 nome dom by the 2 o'clock train from Waterleo
| 1 eame by the 12,30, I of course missed sesing her. ‘
WOt us at Feymouth Station amd took us to Western Camp whara wa
D stay to-night; wn are to be olassified and drafted to one or
“of the eamps hers at Paymouth,

jinssified this morning and slong with ethers moved up te Monts Video
kmp thie morning - will probably be boarded finally by Ryan Friday nexs.
g orowd go on beard D23 for Australia tonight - thourh rumours ars
in plenty, no one knows when the next boat goss.
" the Blssetts of Mnningtree R4, Hawthorn oame through from
ry Road with me and is in same oamp here - he 12 & sure pazssnger
trelia.
of the two MacDonmald brothers, sx moter-Ariver In the 10th Fld4. Amb.
& . eamp here but 1s only s doubtful eandidate for a trip back.
-
iy) Church in the morning and a lot of letter writing yesterday.
mesifisd this morning ap! have bean fixed up with a surgleal beot and
£ on Oym. 1lst for axercises avery day - to get gxk off orutches en
o stlek ] as posslble.
. - lil:z l':r“iulpu!‘ our boys here this morning and found Temmy Las,
baon and Jorwell all in the Masssge Ward tralning for duty on the
1 ships batween hars and Australis.

4 istant to see the
4 a Littlemores Camp sbout five miles d
?:h::‘:o::ingl the ride was quite an enjoysble cne; we p;u-d
ey uth on the way and 1t looked & very decent plu:: VN
up Cleal at Littlemore Cump and found him the sams --
| " and beln
: i y last I want up bafore Rysn for my final "Board” an £
! t home no¥. 3
sught 1 g:‘tz:::d'gﬁ.:ornlnn 8 of us were enllo:o‘:’\: ::"p-r- -
014 to report to 5. M. 0., the ﬂr:: tl::o;ﬂb:dsowl: gl A
7 L e A o A f - of oourse
:r;:it uh::ob{f I was fi% for duty on e trip back - o

4
that the 5. M. 0. was Major Bmith, late of our owm unit and so

| hav : {tal
_have got & geod hearing in 807 02060 & ¢ prespestive hespltel
h hﬂn -"';.F.;::: ?:::zot:: :;o wished to make mure of getting

1 ™ ve

::m h.:neould spply for p-rll.ulnkt;. ”‘.:‘“ &
= the military suthorities would Dbeo s
8 £56 Officers; (27 Bgtae) 23 OMOel o) e,

‘per Ordinary Hospital Treop Ship = I

v

nd pay tomrds od
:.h. satimated
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88, e
On Baturday morning last when 4t Ly
want, I found that Olauds Ponaferd 1o "™ CAMp again for Dan

of Dontal Corps. at Weymouth, A4 arrived thers 4o o Dantal Tryyy.

I had '™

hin there ‘l“lﬂ to-morrow, ¢ talk with him ang up-::.:oo:-md

X I Ll
=;.l. h:: lththr:mul‘ux weRt Ante Viaymoutn with anothsr "
vy Plaoe, as the weather was decans oF oripple” ¢
* tomn e :‘ tlflth.l‘ & nioe one and S hlrb::rr:r & ohangs)
m mtrasts ve lunhn:l:; Omp early after o 'hblc-olo:h."“n .
Sont ry moals hers whisha re part tan whioh
Rained hard all yesterday, oularly rough,
Recelvad a tes and

. SugAr paroel f
?- hare. T hoss yestarday - not vyary

useful

have met Jemnings, Peter Sheppard and

Mea Tom P

the oamp in the last few days and though g‘h::lizta:m:.ha‘ioth sbout
lhllm that Boscombe and Albay Were am on the staff p TO8s them yet,
snt on night duty. #re and st pres-

Mot Leo Sherry, who used to be & Cpl. st 5o

he was with the 12th Fl4. Amb. but hus hany::u:t:;‘:p;;a::rzlh't night;
over wounded some time buok. noe he ceme
N A yarn with Clauda Ponaford when at "Attiemore” BES mavit
have accepted his invitation to dinner and the thenter 1.:: .-:":'-ﬂﬂo::i
next Friday evening. y=

Boat roll read out this morning ro D24;
only about 20 non treatmant csses.

The Dr. at the Oym. had & look at my leg this morning and sent ms to
the Massage Ward for trestment - I have to report thare again to-morrow
morning. '

After a couple of "dud” vislits, got examined at the Mansags" department
end have besan put on dally treatment.

Weather very "off" so I stayed in oamp this wesk-end.

Jorwsll, Dobson, and soms of the others on the Massapge Staff have been
told off for Auty, 8o sxpeot rpother boat rell will soon be out.

Heard fror Aleo Kelso to-day and the news was not bright; the unit

had besn in "heavy work” again and essualties wers - Chalmers killed;
Bright and Cpl. Wilman badly wounded. Leave beinz messed up again, he
does not expeot to get ower befors the end of the month now.

it inoluded from our eompany

At the Camp Flotures this evening I found myself sitting next to Milson
formarly of the 10th Flald Ambulanse - he got s slight erack and oame
over shortly after mysslf and is now on the Staff here.

Mat Claude Fonsford tn Weymouth this svening and after dimner ':th'::“'
went and saw "Dr, Jaykell and Mr. Hyde" at the Teml theatrey 3%
well playsd and so worth sos'ng.

Mat Mamilton = formerly of the 10th Fl4. Ambd. - in °“ff”i: iR
and he asked me to have tes with himself and Fundway FU7 0 (o,
of Chicksrsll nesr here where his wife is staying m;. ¢f for Syiney,
oome through from "Horsefarry Road” when they - °.un\n¢ - vory
via Amerios per Passenger Steamer - I had an enjoyable
e 1 !
t roll for D27 read out this morning. . svsnings

Very enjoysble musioal eonsert in the Y.M.C.A." this

pe able to

4 te
Boat roll of D28 resd out this morning and I'm Jo::{ltl;““ e
2 5s the 1 oy g o fhe S3001 ey :r:c go{nr on 1t 18 the
20th s the latest day for spsoisl leave for tho . d
o know who 18 Astails

1
Snowy Las is the only one on the staff hers that
for homeward duty on the D28.

r
Madion]l Examination of D28 men this morning - -
hammook - I um marked off for perth, good 1“':,, 11ttle thing® 1 wante
Want into Waymouth this afternoon for ome or
Tan wild and went to the "movies - I~

’
or allotment to berth @

Burpr tigan here this -“. stralg
-nc’::.&‘t:: :'e::-':::zlh;oi:ﬂ hie "m:,',:n p;a"; .0 1
from the unit to take on Lt. Dispenser °F ht
£00d desl of him on the way out. t ha
EOt & marious wound in the thigh. that Brieh




£o in Franse,
SESLD Just ber

ore
Ank Hartigan left this morny
+ %0 we should leavs hers '8 With the formara 5, y. C. atars ¢,
‘ T
D27's" got their "fam
D27 _ Paranos Pands” tods

irtad out to get to Weymouth 4y, ."M"
. the oar seata was t00 ha ng with Wils

fon avy for n on tut sompatity
Aafind with the Y. v, C. 4. Conecr;: 80 1 had ¢4 *tay in oamp am ::

day. Parade for "ten
Paranos bands”
- SfSernoon for medionl Inspsetion .:dlho:‘t:o;lthh morning and another
Camp was olosed until 5 ovoloek to-day and no 1““"
y mail ineluded a note from May B, to uj thl:. :; rany it until then,
] a - Bhe would arr{
ey dti:t"::::"::":: e::::'.hl:::g boen olosed and her 1:;:: :-:t

2 L not meet the train ¢
1 went straight to tha adiress She gave in Weymouth but‘;n:: :“. ot
= "m}pt: ;.h-.- esmp I fourd her thers avalting me. By a ha 5 :m
B ateaot .lu t. » ON har arrival at the onmp, met Wilson apd utfiyh[:-
o r to my hut and he, finding that she wus locking for me

oharge of har until I arrived, for wni
iy y L oh I was truly thankful
L had & good 1ast talk with her and then saw her on o -,enr :n: ::3

neymouth .

*¥isusl Optios™ that I have repeatedly written asking Mr. Sherwood to
ond me, has not put in an appearance, which is bad luak, as I could have
go through 1t at my lelsure on the way baok.

R orowis of farewsll notes to-day and heard from Vina and Ales,who

ots to ba over on leave on the 26th,
/10/18.  Ravellle at 3,30 this morning, so we washed by moonelight (1t was &
banutiful night with fullemoon), had breakfast and left sanp by the
~ Oars at 8 a'olook; we got straight into the traln at Weymouth but 414
~ not move out until after 6,30, Pair ladles brought us ceffes in the
~ traln and dlatriduted Aust, Journsls,
4 L At h“r station, where we stopped for half an hour, we were provided
i ~ with refreshments by the ladles of Exeter,ss was the esss whan we fessed
) ~ through that elty on the way to Sallsbury Flains, when we just arrived

. 'Itilllf. ovsr hare,

At Plymouth, whioh proved our destination, the train ran us right along-
#ld~ the boat and we want on board with wery little delay) I have u4
Gomfortable lower barth but 8o near the starm of the ship, I's -rr:t;
the soraw vibration will be & bit unpleassnt and I'W not in ::v:.-.

the flight of stalrs down to the deck, whioh 1 u:tiolpv ;; ]
nuisanoce to regotiats on orutches whan the boat "gats a ;‘o Moln;’ -
We arrived on board at 1 o'olook and after tes at 4.30, % zot ®

bunk as thers wes no "better Hole” I ;ggéatrmd.

The ship is the "Borda” of about 8 - ons « Sr—.
We have a very mixed orowd, inoluding Wounded “: "iff.“Tji?n;fr. "rd
REESE NS, mani tion werxere (“nr“'). Nt O Au:r;lon and about 106
men, marines going to join thelr ship st South

of floers. 1ad st presant by the
h BN 1ine we hope Al b "u;.:ua::’l:ﬁ Aoc:nt brittar.
white bresd snd evid-nce of & good supply © £ s
Sk ined 24" - The
M‘ e "pulled out” into the stresm this '"‘:“""‘.:::oi’u, outy "DU1°
: inis = which had alresdy lesded upt.:uﬂp::ll probably "fellow on
' whar{ when we oams ou
::n:::‘. :.Dgl.ll the Marsthon. Lons to-night, Jurt to see "
Had » "fall in" on our resprotive bon t -::;:‘ to & carvas-side »1:‘:2::
that averyors knew whare to £9) 1 am ‘:.“ of troudle, “.u s: u .
::h:ul ‘:h‘ .::z.:;:::::: :: ﬁ:::hoa first from the “pavits

. r another

Mot ::1‘:;1&. who usad to be in 'lntr::..
time as myse!f, on board to-dsyi he €

18 progressing well. - paving
Cams soross Tomry Les Auring ©h9 :‘:.,., he told me
Aspartmant doss not open for & fO% "0V 0 4 portamouth
ohanged over with Lt. Waeleod on 877

t pame
m c,ll.‘. b
" ;:lf::mmonush the thigh it




£ alll "
k and found ourselves one of & . T this .rt.,:ﬁo;““

destroyers and an Auxillgary :r::::” o, 10 ¥e8301s ohaperonas

11ttle ann-ny Tl the waather
i

ki
& farawsll note from h:f-.h" to 8and me while at Mont Vidao

“‘::; making good headmmy,
S uut::nt baok to port and into Quarantine last
s esk of this influansa that is & ey
! N 80 mhny oases fatal - bad lusk T at
obability miss Xmas in Australis now SRS ey il
8 bags of clothing ware deslt out.
Beful artioles for the voysge,
* & librery on bosrd, so will be
e AWRY .
mr oontinuss pood.

mvoying Destroyers left us in th 1
:bu-:.: thrae and the mm:.:;rlm-’u?::: NV i
 treatmant » to-d
e mhﬂhyl:hﬂ Ay and provides another 1lttls bresk

i

yertarday and lnclude

able to get books to help pams

waather letely and we are all tired of the inosssant roll;
I Aon't get sea-slck, for even without that evil, I have :.4

h tima gatting from one plaes to another on my"stlcks"- having

\l«h are the very devil for a man on "stioks”,fer whom & ship '

ough und~r the very best of aonditions.

" restriotions are striot and will be in foros untll wn round E-‘

.“T = has had & few dsaths on board so is probebly having
rouble with the "Flu” epidemls.
_hs naws was posted up a day or so ago that Austris-Hungary had
14 tarms, but gave no detalls as to terms.
F Doat has "floated” of f so but thres of us and the Aux. Crulsers

agein; also hot so elothing getting faw snd thin. |

morning of one of the munltion-workers « disd of pneumonis. !

mid-day to-dsy the eonvoy split up and wa have now lost

211 the other boats; we are now travelling at & greatly

sod spsed and feel that we are "getting on" with the business.

Ar news through to-day re eperstions on all f-onts, inoluding =

report that Turkey had surrendered unoonditionslly.

114 Acse of "Flu" the last ocouple of days put am pretty right

hot but twe nights sgo the rain came down in buokets-Tull

#nd it has been ceeler sinoe. » )
wiraless toeday that Austria has "threwn in the tm;t

Lrmation of Turkeyts surrender thought 1t may be oerrects

treat on seven mile front. : . .
': book, I am ﬂgiu i & 1ittle time stawing” Frenmeh |
and 1 use my erutohes just as stioks now.

el W R

had a rotten

d
as I had hope s“ king & nidd

: kol i1
rid of the "Flu” as easily heapital snd

fow duys, but kept out of the

B agsis toliT:, 4 pay mest, O 2100 00 e B

. ' o he

el ”.':} :: 5:: :.' peng W maals Are the 1imit and !
- E quality and quatily e sonsidered out of the Adange-:

l"a‘:' m- tm, so We Are .ﬂ‘.ﬁt1’

r the \
m‘.“" o mﬂ - "“.' Qt

Aly those of & 690
e
L]




Femains ¢
1 o ba 4
thing of the inte e and flotating the P .?l"::-?:::h

of Oermany pyy news 1s

o ﬂ, shaken of f the rlu

| L ; n"l

t m'“. wsll and 1 have Now dtll.td.ﬁ the Surgion]l he t
- l 1 0

 nigl of
s o ‘;ﬁ.: ::t:;'trwbh that had been brewing for o

e rd « thers shouldn's be a thi s
Ty ship « 1a (was) kept o b ey

tinually o ha
Ming of *he 168th, at 1) o'olook » Y opsn hatohwmy,
s load % 11 the basr
[ lﬂl.;::;:l::ma; iitogill e T Shiss 1 Bves
#Y drank and th
one oould only deserive i+ G & morning soenes begrar As-

share on board,
and upheld thelr reputation -ay dlagust was aupl:'h“v;:! .
A saw fit to vomit all over me in bed. o
1ieved that one man is

yot = the faots of

the oase are sordld enouprh for any "true-

-'B:W'! and we travellsd at & very reduoed spesd so as not
at Caps Town that day; we got Inte port early this morning
‘m_.ﬁ.r baing beautiful, the view of Cape Town with Table Mount,
ohind it wns very fine. All day long we have hung out in the

T in eompany with quite & mmber of other vessels, one of whish ia
i earrying™1919 starters” to England - doubtful now whether
A1l get any further.

A whether we will coal ocut hers or ge in yet but in any oass it
tioally certain that we will not get any shors leave hare on

of the "Flu" Epldemioc here.

A.* representative oame on board to-day and took erders from

s for fiult, eto.

t fse when I went along to find that the Y.M.C.A. ohap
ghty") Turner of our old Aimer party at the “Troeadero” in
I only hed time to give him a liat of things I wanted and

good-day to him.

4t in the harbour, though we moved to a different position this
Oon. A tug oame out and put some water, of which wa ware badly
4, on board thies aftarnoon.

out blad
1t in the harbour., It appears that the Aust, Govt. has oa

' sion for Aust. Troop Ships te go inte the dooks to ooal
Authorities here refuse to ceal us out in the harbour &s ©o
% _

avai of the nigger coal lumpers having been
" l“ﬂl!:.';:urglduh - we must have ooal so await here

solved. y
thers ::"‘ﬂu Aus t, Troop Shl.fl hera in ttn; h:r:;turu.“n.
and "Gardinia” with wounded, the "Durhan and I;IS s,

ing 1914 Purlough men and the "Wyreema with
: for Durban this eyening to ceal thers.

| rd to=dayl
per furner the T.M.C.A. man ocame on bos .
: '-.::rlghi : toge ther with a nioe sssortment .:l:.r::tmru
;‘“ not ;!tlnﬂ! with him as he wae not &

se with shers people being st pre

ooal 1ing all
o morning and have been o0& 2
‘-ﬂ !’:: ::;rr: :::; allowed on board, some of the 1

. oal basketa into the
attsnd uguwm-uu-“h-'
= other alde of

the
" is coaling in the ..:.:: :;or all afterneon:

fterneoni

' ling and we

' llf’:'r!::;‘l::; :: left in this port.

. or two. S~
i = all beenr ‘"Mfﬁ.b'“ .

_'“tht of ateps down and ennn the deck below us ard 14 renched

.‘ which we have more i & brutish orzy and the oriminal *

missing” but suoh has not besn dafinitaly

sent striotly forbiddes

“friends have been yelling j
. nt out this ..n of the others™:




Tl >

w well out and r.ll[nglzli.rt C.P. Town
.

.
b
11 Turner this aftarnoon
last two of three days I ;:3',1::;1\::

Colomm] 3
Fough; I ha trangemanty 1
though thay seenm vory awkward :;;:OP:;:;M BY orutohes for .
them

Lt about g 4

the whiap e by oleak

No meang

tieks

800N gat used tp Srutshes, I have no diitie

wen duays out from Caps Town now andg
’ ; . 1

B e out fran i s v ¥ s
: ) “ . ' L) n un=

ing 1ts darnest again, gt travelling and now tha old best
ot kmow which Australien Port w

4808 when we should sight hm: toush at firet andt 4y have but o
been in very muoh bettar hes

1th
1t less irkeome, es this ssoond halr

3 of the trip arA
= peolally as I P Lo
rly well just using one stiok. Yy 44 % am now abls o movs about
8T® has been & lot of fuss over the "Bear nighs"
: Steward handed the o, C. a 'knouk-out'nlzc:u:: %g;l;/‘ll/la. "y
iiry has shown that he oharged amags, loss, sts,

2 up for a lot mors *har was tak
£e a fight 1s going on over the matter, wnion is =
les of oonversation. el

oalm weather again; to-night is ona of those beautiful, mll4,
ry moon=11t nights that make aven ‘he most prejudiosd (and wa ars
£ of that olass at present) sdmit that sometims beauty ef tha ses,

1 the same we will all bs mighty glad to ase the last of it for
&8 Boon as fossible now,
de,Friday - latest favourite and orowls of the boys ars presning
foathers and keeping both eyes on them too - an absolute nesessity,

A Adelaide thls afterncon and are alongside the wharf along
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has been reported progressing favorably.

1A

His postal address will be— .
No 12429 Private L.R.C. Werner,
*Staff" 10th. Field Ambulance,

Australian Imperial Foree,
Abroad.
Don’t fail to send change of address to Base Records, Melbourne.

In the absence of further reports it is to be assumed that satisfactory progress is
being maintained, but anything later received will be promptly transmitted, it being
clearly understood that if no further advice is forwarded this
department has no more information to supply.

Yours faithtully,

‘\.Aﬂ_m Major,
( s —~ )
\u‘-",_. in Cliar
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