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Auatralg._an ‘far Regqords Seotion,
105, Horseferry Road,

B

Y, THD AUSTRALIAN JRMY MDICAD CORSS IN DHT TITID ;-
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(to be attached at hesd cf :paee I1}),

~
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Information is requireﬁ of all these battles, egp2clally of

those which ocourred in 1915, 19 .
ofilcer of the i.A.i.C, does 1916, and 1917, 1f each medical

his part towards surplving th uired -
information all tho gapse in th , Jing the require :
and the result will gopjuati ¢ great narrative will be filled |

_ ‘ 69 to these colossal och
Lone Pine, Pozisres, Flers, Bulleagourt, ?assohandaglrze?;:;';ro

= T o

humnan r=2c9%.

-« Phe medicz2l agpect of this stupcndous strqggla, which has
recently reached itg conclusion, will be & subject worthy of ade§uate
resord, in that there has been a great stimulus to research, and
fresh problems im surgery, pathology and medicine have emerged,
which have been faced honestly and solved, as it happened often, <
in swmery haste. Then too, medical men have suddenly been called 1]
into administrative positions of great responsibility wherelin the
safety of thousands ¢f others have been dependent on sound polisy, |
praciical judgment, and orgaunising ability. Tuen,too, they have 1
been brought glose in contact with stern reslity; opecrating with |
the mobile Units of the field, mingling with the fightiang men,
ministeriang to the needs of all arms of the service. ‘

r

It is in the arena of actiom, with the battalion, in its
straggling treil of dead and woundéed, behind tThe battalion, under
the desolating fire of modern artillepy, im the waste of the |
forward zone where 1ife is cheap and lightly comsidered, that |
Medigine has achisved colossal work and an imperishable fame. Here |
“hes lived high romance and the glory of war; 1t is here that the t
acelaim of victory wen has been sounded and heard. Here it is |
that Medieine has mado her sacrifice of men, men who have been i
glad to sarve and selflessly have given their lives:; undying names ‘
on the Australian Rodl of Ionour. ‘

 The record of these brave days, unparalleled in the history
of the Austrslian nstign, must be a great and worthy one. TooO

1it tle has been written offi the work of Regimental Medical Officers
and of Pie 14 Ambulences in the forward area during the many battles
- in which the Australian Imperial Foree have taken part, Too often
- the men engaged on thesc noble tasks have been essentially men of
action, who hsve finished the Jjob in hamd and have thought no more
of it. DRocords of the eurly days in Gsallipoli, Tgypt and Franee
are incomplete #nd will be in some cases irrecoverable. Even as
late ag 1917 war diaries had not been regularly kept by Medical
Officers of battalions. So it remains for the Medical History
branch of the Austrelian War Records Section to collate as much

mateiial as possible by an appeal to all who had the honowr to be
cogcerned in the engagements which are enumerated in the accompany-
ing circular. It is recognised that for many the memory of the

leas important details will heve gaded; dbut the herd outline of

the stirring moments of stress and the biting days of privation
' - and suffering will never be effaced. '
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! AUSTRALIAR BRY. §
Audtralisn War Records SectliobDj-—7- :

103, Horseferry Road, |
Yestminster, S..

T R

MEDICAL li ‘MORANDUM NO 1/6.
4364/31/1. |
THE AUSTRALIAN ARMY MZDICAL CORP3 IN THE FIELD.

iiitn--l--t--llnl_-iiiltt.iilill--iittiilillilti

Decepber 1918.

rheom the official records of tae A.A.14.C. in the ficld are
comuilgg in the form of an historical narrativs, the history will
be one t0 which future generations will turn as to & national
monumsent of endeavour im the face of formidable obstacles, sur-
mounted under unprecedented conditions. Thie War has beon undike
511 other wars. It has been fought in an age of highli gpevialised
seisnee and it has been productive of untold horrors; 1ts soars,
 shysical and mental, are impressed déep upond the combatang nations
and will be, unfortunately, perpetuated in the children of the

human racs.

. TPhe medig2l zcpect of this stupendous struggls, which has |
reoently reached its conclusion, will be a subject worthy of ade§uate
resord, in that thera has been a great stimulus to research, and
fresh problems im surgery, pathology and medicine have emerged,
which have been faced honestly and solved, as it happened often,
in swmmery haste. Then too, medical men have suddenly been called o
into administrative positions of great responsibility wherein the |
safety of thousands ¢f others have besn dependent on sound polisy,
practical judgment, and organising ability. Tuen, too, they have
been brought glose in contact with stern reality; opecating with
the mobils Units of the field, mingling with the fightiong men,
ministeriaz to the needs of all arms of the service.

e T [ S e Sy

|

It is in the arena of actiom, with the battalion, in its
straggling treil of dead and wounded, behind tThe battalion, under
the desolating fire of modern artilleyy, im the waste of the
forward zome where 1life is cheap and lightly comsidered, that
 Medieine has achieved colossal work and an imperishable fame, Heore
hes lived high romance end the glory of war; it is here that the
scelaim of viciory wen has been sounded and heard. Here it is
that Medieine has mado her sacrifice of men, men who have been
glad to sarve and selflessly have given their lives; undying names
on the Australian Rodl of Iomour. |

&>  m™he record of these brave days, unparalleled in the history
7 of the Austrslian natign, must be a great and worthy one. TooO
B 1it tle has been written ofi the work of Regimental Medical Officers
and of Fie 14 Ambulances in the forward area during the many battles
- in which the Australian Imperial Foree have taken part, Too often
thg men angaged on theso noble tasks have been essentially men of
action, who have finished the Job in hand and have thought no more
of it, QReccords of the early days in Gallipolil, Tgy>t and Franee
are incomplete ®nd will be in some cases irrecoverable. Even as
late ag 1917 war diaries had not been regularly kept by Medical
’, Officers of battalions. So it remains for the Medical History |
o branch of the Australian War Records Section to collate as much |
mateiial as possible by an appeal to all who had the honour to be |
coocerned in the engagements which are enumerated in the accompany- '
ing circular. It is recognised that for many the memory of the

) %131" :‘L;Tpoitant det:ilaiwi%I have gaded:; but the hard outline of
¢ stirring moments of stress and the biting days of privation
. and suffering will never be effaced. 4. i
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Se

b following list of battles in which the A,I,F. have taken
art, irrespective of the campaign of our forces in Palestine,
as been compiled by Capt. C.E."W Bean, the official war
correspondent, It covers amply the periods over which detailled
information 1s required,

B e B e e e e e D W Wk S e e N S e S e

& 1915,

The Landing of Anzac -« April 25th,

Kaba Tepe - May 4th,

Helles - May 8th, |

Turkish attack on Anzd¢ - May 19th,

The Sorties - June 4th, and June 29th,

Quinn's Post, May 2nd, 9th, 13th, 29th, and other dates,
Turkish attack at the Nek, June 20th,

Leanos Trench - July 3lst, and August 6th,

Lone Pine and the Nek - August 6th =« 10th,

The night attack and fighting on Sari Bair - August 6th - 10th,
Hill 60 - August 21lst, 22nd and 27th,

The Evacuation - December 18th - 20th,

1916,

Fromelles - July 19th,

Pozieres - July 22nd, to August

Mouquet Farm - August l4th - September 5th,
Flers - November 4th -« 16th, _

The Somme Vinter - October 1916 - February 1917,

1917,
Stormy Trench - February lst - 22nd,

Le Barque, Thilloy, Sunray Trench, February 25th - March 2nd,
Malt Trench - February 25th = March 2nd,

Advance through Grevillers (March 13th) and Bapaume (March 17th)

Beaumetz - March 21st - 25th

Lagnicourt - March 26th

Doignes and Louveral -~ April 2nd,

Boursies, Demig:rt. and Hermies - April 9th.

_Bullecourt - Apgll 1l1lth,

German attack through Lagnicourt - Am'il 15th,

Bullecourt - May 3rd -~ 23rd.

Mesgines - June 7th,

- 3rd Battle of Ypres (Australian Artillery with British from

July 31lst)
The Windmill - July 3lst.
The Menin Road -~ September 20th.
Polygon Wood and Zonnebeke - September 26th.,
Broodescinde - October 4th,
The First Battle of Passchendaele - October 9th.
The Second Battle of Passchendaele - October 12th,
The later battles near Passchendaele - November

1918,

Dernancourt - March 27th - April 5th,
Morlancourt - March 27th - end of July.
Defence of Villers Bretonneux - April 4th,

Actions before Hazebrouck - April 13th - 17th and Strazeele,
- Counter attack at Villers Bretonneux - April 24th - 25th,
Monument Wood (Villers Bretonneux) - 3rd, May,
Ville-sur-Ancre- (6th Bde) 19th May 1918,
Hamel - July 4th.
Patrol actions before Merris and Meteren - July 1llth and o ther
dates,
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~ 103, Horscferry Joad
4361: 31/1 London, g?: lu’
December, 1918.

“  RECIMENTAL MFDICAL WORK

e — i —————— . —————

In connection with tho historical records of the work of the
Medical Service fn the “ar, there is a grea’ doficloncy 1n
dotailed accounts of the work of the Meainal Sorvice im
Bombatant units — the R.IM.0. and those vader him, T is, walle
pasily first in huran interest and ocuel to an¥ in importance,

is renresonted as a ruvle only bty occasional notos in war diaries
of 0's.C., and A.Ds.}.S., er by wer corresnendents. |
Steps have boon talen to obtain the co-operation of A.Ds.M.5.

in ensurins an adequate rccord of the 3.7.0's. work in the future,
but the ogiy way to supplement this, so far as can be soem, in
conneotion with the medical history, is by ohtaining notes or
momorande, based on perscnal dilories or memory, from medical

that the receenition in histery of rciimental mo'igel work .
dgands tg aséonsiderable e;tegt en netes furnished in this way,
all who can, will, it is thovgkt, be roady to assist 1n

making the rscord a faithful and wortily cne.

In addition, i% has to bo borne in mind that the futuro
organisation and system of trainirg of the Australian Army :
Nodical Service will be Lased, to a considerable extent, on facts
and ehaorvations pecordsd by ihose takirz part in this war, Data
furnished should therefors congigt essentially of facts and .
actual experiences - comments being based on the recorded facts

and observations. _ : :
Daints on vhich infermatien is desired ars detailed hercunder.

leferoncs te photozranhs etc. or privite diaries which may be
tvailable toghe Australian ‘‘ar Rocords Sectien, ncw er later,

fer cepving or extracting, will be appreciated. _ ;
The maier?gi supplied w?%i Lo corsidered to be sent for histerical

and cognats purposes only, and te be, within reasonable and,
obvieus limits, privilézed and confidential.

' L4
i
’

- officers who are£ or have bsen, 3.1.,0s, Then it 19 realised
i
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A& “Aecn Captain A AMLC. é
Assistant Jellater, “pectal Nedical Histery |
for Officer i/c Australian War Records Sectlon. £
SOME POINTS ON WHICH INPORMATION IS DBSIRED IN CCNNRCTION WITH

REGIMENTAL MEDICAL WOZK :- :

1. PREVENTION OF DISEASE, PRISERVATION OF HEALTH AND MAINTENANCE OF

PHYSICAL FITNZSS GENZRALLY,

] Genoral remmrks or chgervations bearing on the problems
4) invelved including duties as expert adviser te C.0. and
responsibilities in regard te recommendations se made.
(ii) ° Prevailing dissases %e.gu gcables, trench—fever& yr;gch-
foot, influenza) preventive moasures taken and dincidences
during different periods and under varying conditions.
iii) Sanitatien - general remarks en problems involved.
iy} Lialson withﬁénitary Sections and respective responsi=
bilities of units and Sanlparg;Sectlons. i
(v)  Latrines - varieus types - suitability of same -~ suggestie

impreovements.,
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by
~ FDispesal of refuse-and horse manure with ils r g™
- 4 the methods and sfficisncy of samg 8
B 1prevements.
S i ) Batlig and laundries = their value in the preventien of
- 196886 |
vi%i) Venerecal Digease - prophylaxis and carly treatment..
S i I'eod and Ceoking.
e xT ater - sup]i_'l% and purificatioen. :
x1) Care of feet to maintain marchin efflcignc%;a?art from
e | preventien ¢f trench-fiet dealt with in (ii) above.
i GOLLECTION AND EVACUATION OF SICK AND TWOUNDID.
(i) Formatien of Regimental Aid Posts including best relative °
: positien in respect of front line and Battalien Hde Qrs.
ii), Positien ¢f R.M.0. in battle, “
1_.1}) Distribution of Re%-imental Stretcher Bearers., o3
iv Arrangements for clearing battlefield including gmplomnt &
B of 1nfa:ntrg perseunel and priseners of war. = A
3 v). Liaisen with beerer division of Field Ambulances.
| vi), Lvacuatien of walking cases.
{vi1), HEvacuation of stretcler cases.
yi}ﬂ Time and distancé of carries.
1 Me theds of carry. . .
xf Usages and restricticns mutually recognised in cemnection
| v&kth thﬁed Cross noténg any alterations which have
| en S | : ..
(xi) Sgecific Pit:tst'.azzlc:eg of co}leotin%uef wounded under cever %
| ‘ of symbel ~ ¢fficial or lmprampru. . :
s 3. ‘A tl \ . L AND WL l\i $1) o
| Nbar PN \
i). Nature of sick cases treated im liumss. i
ii). Routine treatment ef 'miner diseascs.,
¥ iii) Mothods ef First Aid. e
1 Use of splints - types improvised.
| v{ Treatment of haemerrhage. .
| Iﬂ Treatment of shocks _ - A
| ) Use of alcohel and medical comforts in general. 3
B )
ks 5 PERSQNNEL. S B
(i)  Batablishment and adequacy of same, including suggestiens :\‘ 5
for imprevement e.g. whether better results would be
f obtained if regimental stretchsr hearers were  A.AM.C. |
! | berne on stren%th.ef Field Ambulanges. Y " |
| ii), Organigatien and Eaining of personnel. , | |
| iii) Premetion &¢ nen—-commissioned rank. i
| iv)| Reinforcements at different pericds - general and medical
their physique, training and morale.
N, "TRTOAT, BOUIPNENT.. SUPPLI®S AND TRANSPORT.

i)  Suitability and adequacy ¢f medical equi
( | includigg mgdicaﬁ oo%ﬂgttq; methedqgfp
: en ¢stiens fer inprevement. '

 (14) Suitabilify; edecuscy and efficiency of tramsport -
suggestions for improvement. |
D.D.M.S. Ooriz for further distributien to A.Ds.M.S. Divisiens,
02.C. Field Ambvlences, and R.il.0Os.
C.0s. Bese Hospitels and C.C.Ss. ,
- 0.C. lat Australian Convalescent Denot. AR S s
AD.M.S. A I.F. Depote in U.K., for further distributien to all |
%1.83; W"l' | ?ad gt&epots end at Nes 1 A.D.H. |
USe ACX1ll2Y 108P1 9 : 3
Seago’t‘éﬂr f:)?'l%cfergc, 12Ty e . for further distribution through
(i

: _ -z , s
P.l.0s. Uilitary Dist-ists £5 nii L.0se cczocrzeds liscellaneouss
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wa & 103, Horsoferry ead,
London, S.W §1fJ§ "

December 1

LOCAL COLOUR 1IN DIARTES

PO PP 0 "0 4 o0 s ® & * ' g e 0 LI

It is thought that a useful purpose may be sorved b

certain points which have arisen after the perus
arge number of medical diaries.

In a certain number of those diaries, particularl
thoso writton closce te the firing line, thors is a lac of
intercst due in goms measure to & want of full‘'apprecation
of the circumstances which are bom described, ~ That is te
say, there is ne sdriocus attempt c to give local colour
to orcats_a mental picturoc eof tho actual cenditions or to
infuge a llvmf interest into the ovents, Tho actual cvents

- are disposod of in a dull and stercetyped fashion which gives
no hint for examplo, of the strenucus haracter and momentous

portance of a military engagoment in course of actien

To comc down to particulars, it is neted that scanty reforence
is made %o the conditions ef tho roads, tho naturo of tho :
countrfy whe ther it is sholl-torn or otharwiso), the conditions
of life and dogrec of destructien in villages, tho cultivation
of land within the war area, the gq.}éply of food to pcagants
and villagers, anrd the genorgl military dispogition and
sitvation. Iaithfulness an accuracy are, of courso, of the
highest mgortanco in chronicling tho day - to - d:I ﬁappon—

- 1ngs and the routino of work, but from an historical point of
view much 1s lost if tho minimun details of outline are not
skctchod in so as to form a dofinito word~picturs. |

It is undorstood that in tho diarios of Units, far behind
the front it is moro difficult to sustain tho intorest and so
much casior te relapse into briof dmily entries which do not
convey any vital conception of what is” happening and which
do not do jusfice to the work of a Unit living within the
zone of an unprocedented war, If the diarist worc eccasionally
to romind himself that from his and othér recoerds was to be
compiled tho Medical History of the War, he would be mere
impellod to give An adequate outline the story of his own
Unit, The lessen which Australia will draw from hor Medical
Higtory and which will i‘o dewn to succoodéni gonerations will
enly be obvious when all the substantial data aro amassed
and the story will unfold itself. |

ﬁf%ékﬂ/ Oagtain AdL.M.C,
Col

 Asgigtant Pater, Medical History
for Officer i/c Australian War Recerds Section.

DISTRIBITION  :- |
D.D.H;g. Oorps, for further distributien to A.Ds.M.S. Divisions,
Os.C. Field Ambulances, and R.M.0s.
Ce0s. Base Hespitals and (.C.S=. |

0.C. lgt Australian Convalescent Dapot.

A.D.M.S. A.I.F. Depots in U.K.?'fur'ther distribution te 2ll
M.Os. at Derofs and at No. 1 A.D.H. .

C.08, Auxiliary Hosnitals. s

secretary “or Devonzc, Melbourne, for further dis tribution through

PM.0s, iﬂilitary Districts to all M.0s, concerned. liseellansous,
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